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Over 50 Bible-Centered Subjects 
4 e A Consecrated Faculty of 40 
4 @ No Tuition to Pay 

@ Only $15.00 a Week for Room and Board 


HERE'S WHAT STUDENTS SAY ABOUT SUMMER SCHOOL.. 


Courses: Devotional Program: 

“Bible subjects very inspiring.’ “Inspiring’’ . . . “‘Exceptionally good.”’ 

“Instruction most helpful.’’ “‘A great personal blessing.’’ 

Faculty: Christian Fellowship: 

“Always so friendly and as to help. “ “Fri was outstanding.”’ 
“*Sincerely interested in students. “One of the best things.” 


Christian Work Assignments: Food: 

“*Excellent meals!’’ 

fine experience.”’ ‘‘Well planned and varied menus!”’ 

“‘Good food served in homey atmosphere!’’ 


Facilities: 
* Bookstore handy, sweet shop convenient!’’ 
“‘Little kitchens in dorms are ideal!’’ 


““Challenging”’ . . . ““Very 
“A very special blessing to me.”” 


HURRY! ... 


Because of the large number of students planning to attend Sum- 
mer School this year, we suggest you apply early! Registration 
has been greatly simplified. 





WRITE TODAY FOR FREE 
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~on. | MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Office of Admissi 820 N. LaSalle Street ° Chicago 10, Illinois 

Dept. ET-57-331 Dr. William Culbertson, president * Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 





















FIRST SESSION 
JUNE 17 TO JULY 5 


(C0 Bible Synthesis 102a (Job to Song of 
Solomon) 

DC Bible Synthesis 102b (Isaiah to Daniel) 

0 Chalk Illustration 308 

(0 Christian Education Workshop 43 

0D Clothing 330 

(CJ Creative Arts and Crafts 200 

0D Doctrine of the Holy Spirit 301a 

CO English 101° 

DD English 102* 

0 Introduction to Christian Education 1100 

0. Job 46 

DD John 301a 

0 Leviticus 303a 

C Missionary Literature Workshop 41 

1 Missions 101 

(CD Practical Evangelism 41 

(0 Preaching Seminar 41 

0 Psalms 104a 

(0 Public Speaking 110 

CD Radio Broadcasting 351 

(0 Seminar for Deans of Men 42 

( Seminar for Deans of Women 40 

DCD The Victorious Life 31 

LD Private lessons in Piano, Organ, Voice, 
Advanced Music Theory, Composition, 
Violin, Accordion or Wind Instruments 

00 Choral Conducting 205 

(0 Church Music Organization 27 

O Elementary Conducting 25 

CD Elementary Sight Singing 22 

(0 Fundamentals of Music 10 

CD Gospel Song Literature and 
Interpretation 39 

0 Hymn Playing 37 

00 Music Theory 

(CD The Piano in the Church Service 29 


SECOND SESSION 
JULY 8 TO JULY 26 


D Acts 301b 

(CD Between the Test ts 40 

DC Bible Synthesis 102c (Hosea to Malachi) 

(0 Canaan and the Old Testament 41 

00 Chalk Illustration 300 

0 Christian Ethics 12 

(0 The Church and the Jew 42 

0 Clothing 340 

(CD Doctrine of Man 301b 

CD Duplicating Techniques for the Church 40 

(0 Hebrews 303b 

( Hermeneutics 104b 

( Homiletics 203 

00 Missions 102 

( Zechariah 25 

OC Private lessons in Piano, Organ, Voice, 
Advanced Music Theory, Composition, 
Violin, Accordion or Wind Instruments 

0 Choral Conducting 206 

0 Church Choir Materials 28 

0 Conducting 70 

DD Elementary Conducting 25 

CO Elementary Sight Singing 22 

(0 Fundamentals of Music 10 

(] Hymn Playing 38T 

00 Music Theory 

00 Organ Materials for the Church Service 18 








*Subject runs through six-week period. 

¢Students may earn an additional hour of credit and 
the requi ts for Hymn Playing 55 or 

56 by taking nine private lessons during the three- 

week session. 





Subjects offered in the second session will be of par- 
ticular interest to pastors and vege Christian workers 
who formerly the Post-grad School for 
Preachers. 


as 














HUNGARIAN 
REFUGEE 
FUND 


Vienna, Dec. 31, 1956 


We, the undersigned, wish to state our approval 
and recognition of the interdenominational 
Protestant ministry achieved by the Rev. Doug- 
las G. Stewart, director of the European Evan- 
gelistic Crusade (Evangeliche Europa Mission), 
among the many thousands of Hungarian refu- 
gees, who fled into Austria. He and his mis- 
sionaries have performed a most definite and 
invaluable service for the cause of Christ among 
these homeless and destitute people. This Chris- 
tian ministry has been evidenced in the follow- 
ing manner: 

$60,000 of clothing and food cnanneled through 
the Red Cross for distribution among needy 
Protestant refugees in Austria and suffering 
Protestants in Hungary. The spiritual needs of 
the refugees have been met, in that Rev. Doug- 
las Stewart has been responsible for the print- 
ing of 100,000 Gospels of St. John, 10,000 New 
Testaments and 200,000 tracts in the Hungarian 
language. This distribution and purchasing of 
Scripture portions has been vitally important as 
present supplies of Bible have been exhausted. 
Besides this, Rev. Stewart has completed and 
paid for a Hungarian hymnbook, together with 
music, with fifty of the best Protestant Hungar- 
ian hymns, taken from the Hungarian Reformed, 
Lutheran and Baptist hymnbooks. 

In closing we wish to emphasize that a definite 
work has been accomplished by Rev. Douglas 
Stewart and his Mission in that they have laid 
a very important groundwork for the future spir- 
itual and physical aid among the Hungarian 
refugees. 

Last, but most important of all, Rev. Douglas 
Stewart has been instrumental in rescuing in- 
dividuals and families out of Hungary into the 
freedom of the West, at great personal risk to 
his own life. 


(signed) 
David S. Lusby 
Vice Consul, American Embassy 
Vienna, Austria 
Prof. D. Trombitas 
Professor of Theology, Presbyterian 
Church, Komarom, Hungary 
Prof. Dr. G. K. Entz 
Professor of Theology, Lutheran 
Church, Vienna, Austria 
Dr. S. Haraszti 
Vice Principal Baptist Seminary 
Budapest, Hungary 
Karl Zedlacker, Director of Austrian 
Y.M.C.A. and 
Member International Y.M.C.A. 
Helmut J. Goldschmidt 
Protestant layman and journalist 
Vienna, Austria 


THE FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Vienna, Austria 
January 8, 1957 
To Whom it may Concern: 
This is to certify that | have personally observed 
and come in contact with the activities of Rev. 
Douglas Stewart among Hungarian refugees. | 
have been very pleased to note that his work 
places its main emphasis on the spiritual needs 
of the Hungarians. 
Rev. Stewart’s missionaries have held evangel- 
ical meetings wherever possible in the camps 
and have distributed, in addition to material 
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Hungarian refugee Mother and her two children devouring their first meal in the freedom of the 
West after making their flight from Communist tyranny. 
Copyright, 1957. Used by permission of Rev. Douglas Stewart 


aid, hundreds of thousands of Bible, New 
Testaments, Hymn Books, and tracts in Hungar- 
ian to the refugees. 
The great disillusionment which has followed 
the years of Communist indoctrination is great- 
est among the Hungarians who were idealistic 
Communists. Rev. Douglas Stewart’s work has 
been directed toward filling that vacuum with 
spiritual values in the lives of these people. The 
need is great and | am glad that Rev. Stewart 
and his co-workers have done so much toward 
filling that need. 
(signed) David S. Lusby, Vice Consul 

Embassy of the United States of America 


From the very first day 
that the Hungarian Re- 
fugees began to stream 
across the frontier, the 
missionaries of the Eu- 
ropean Evangelistic Cru- 
sade have been giving 
physical and spiritual aid 
to these hungry and 
homeless people. 


Board of Directors 


Dr. George A. Palmer, 
President of the Board of 
Directors 
Mr. Thornley B. Wood, Vice | 
President | 
Mr. Earle B. Daum 
Dr. Ralph S. Wright | 
Dr. Lehman Strauss | 
Rev. Douglas G. Stewart | 
Miss Ethel O. Moote | 
| 
| 
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Reference Council 
Rev. Paul E. Billheimer 
Rev. George T. B. Davis 
Rev. John P. Forsyth 
Dr. J. H. Hunter 
Rev. C. H. C. Jackson 
Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. 

Dr. Herbert Lockyer 
Dr. James McGinley 
Dr. F. J. Miles 

Dr. Palmer Muntz 
Dr. J. Winslow Smith 
Rev. Howard Sugden 
Dr. Louis T. Talbot 
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Dear Sir: With a glad and willing heart | am enclosing 6............ 
to help alleviate the physical and spiritual needs of 
the Hungarian refugees. 


| have and am personally supervising our relief 
ministry to the Hungarian refugees. | have seen 
their appalling physical need, as well as their 
need for the comfort of God’s Word and the 
message of salvation in this tragic hour; and 
since | speak the Hungarian language | was 
able to gain their confidence and to work more 
closely with them. 

The EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE is 
continuing to send physical and spiritual aid to 
the Hungarian refugees who still continue to 
escape into Austria daily. HELP THESE COUR- 
AGEOUS PEOPLE NOW IN THEIR HOUR OF 
DESPERATE NEED. These are moments of crisis 
and momentous change and we cannot wait to 
help the thousands who are suddenly homeless, 
sick, hungry and comfortless. THEY NEED YOUR 
HELP NOW! 

As God directs and touches your heart, please 
send $1.00, $5.00, $10.00 or $100.00; but send 
it today and mark it “Hungarian refugees.” WE 
NEED YOUR PRAYERS AND WE URGENTLY 
NEED YOUR SUPPORT NOW! 

Yours on behalf of the Hungarian Refugees, 


Daft G Stiwet. 


Douglas G. Stewart, Director 


Please address all gifts and correspondence to: 
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HUNGARIAN REFUGEE FUND 

Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. 

Director for North America 

EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 
(Member Mission 1.F.M.A.) 

811 Westview Street, Dept. E 
Philadelphia 19, Pa. 
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LETTERS to the Editors 





VENTURE OF FAITH 


. .. Mr. Deans [Appointment with Africa 
Erernity Nov.] has been too modest to 
stress the importance of the monthly mag- 
azine Neno La Imani .. . . Neno is the 
largest and . . . oldest inter-mission native 
language publication in Africa: It serves 
one-third of the area of Congo and a popu- 
lation of four-and-a-half million people. 
Being edited in a simple form of the Swahili 
language, it is also finding acceptance in 
Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika and Rhodesia. 

What you may not know, and Mr. Deans 
would not mention, is the fact that this is a 
venture of faith. For the present, Neno must 
be sold at about one half the actual cost of 
publication. . . . Nearly two tons of paper 
are required for each issue. . . . Since most 
of the paper must come from Europe, sup- 
plies ought to be purchased months in ad- 
vance, but this requires working capital. 

. A newer, larger, automatic cylinder 
press is urgently needed lest the whole ven- 
ture be jeopardised by mechanical failure. 
Mr. Deans and his colleagues work long 
hours each day to edit and print Neno and 
three other Christian periodicals each 
month, sometimes operating the presses 
thirty-six hours without a break. 

May I commend this great venture of 
faith to the readers of ETERNITY .. .? 
“Editions Evangéliques” (Evangelical Pub- 
lishers), as the work is known, is one of the 
outstanding literature publication efforts in 
Africa, but it cannot operate without the 
consecrated support, prayer and financial, 
of God’s people. 

P. P. Sroucu, Secretary 
Intermission Congo Swahili Literature 
Fellowship 
Bunia, Belgian Congo 


THE TRAGIC YEAR 


My national pride was deeply hurt by the 
article “The Tragic Year,” maybe because 
there is so much truth in it. . . . But dear 
fellow American brethren, the vast majority 
of British men and women who backed 
Eden’s action did it on the firm belief it 
saved a pending war in the Middle East; 
it was rough, but no rougher than we 
should have been with Hitler in 1938. Cer- 
tainly none I know believed England 
planned the Israeli move. . . . We attacked 
Egypt for the same reason that the atomic 
bomb was first released, to prevent, before 
Egypt and Russia could get together, the 
commencement of a third global war. 

. . . Christians in England deeply regret 
that their land became an aggressor for a 
few days; but no one . . . believes it was 
the U.N. that stopped them. They never 
intended to do more than they did. Let the 
whole thing be decided by the only right- 
eous Judge, but may fellowship and love be- 
tween Christians in the U. S. and U. K. re- 
main on the healthy happy basis of the 
past. 

RALPH SCHRAM 
University College Hospital 
Ibadan, Nigeria 

. .. | am sorry to say that I do not agree 

with [your article, ““The Tragic Year.” 


2 


. . - You said that “the Egyptians were 
indeed as women when they fought against 
Israel.” You know that Egypt forgot about 
Sinai to defend Suez Zone. It was not the 
matter of escaping or being “as women,” 
but it was the matter of strategy to save 
the more important. 

You also said, “Nasser himself is an un- 
important character.” I am afraid that you 
underestimated the man and did not do 
him justice. Nasser is the most clean and 
sincere and strong man in the Middle East. 
His picture sells more than any other thing 
in the Arab world. The Egyptians like him 
and back him cordially. As a Christian 
pastor I witness that Nasser is the best 
governor we had till now. 

A third idea you added was, “The Egypt- 
ians are weaklings; the Bible has given us 
much evidence of this.” Again I am afraid 
that you missed the point here. You are a 
great Bible teacher, and you know the 
strength of ancient Egypt, and you know 
that Egypt was ruling the world long before 
the powers of the West or Communists. 
You also know how Saladin conquered all 
the European Crusaders and brought them 
to a sad defeat. 

One more thing I would like to add is 
that your article added some more difficul- 
ties to the mission work among the Moslems. 


. May you pray that what you wrote will not 


put obstacles in the way of the Gospel mes- 
sage. 

MENIs AppuL Noor, Pastor 
Herz via Itlidim, Egypt 


DISSENT 


. . . One must not be unappreciative of 
efforts to remove misunderstandings among 
those who serve the same Lord. However, 
on the background of considerable acquain- 
tance with this movement both in the U. S. 
and on the Mission field, I must register 
dissent from the conclusions which you 
reached . . . with respect to the following 
points: 

1. The issue of Mrs. White’s ministry. We 
have in our Mission’s files a copy of the 
“Baptismal Certificate and Statement of 
Fundamental Beliefs of Seventh-day Ad- 
ventists.” . . . At least in the recent past 
the Seventh-day Adventists have, as a de- 
nomination, affirmed the following: “[We] 
believe that the gift of the Spirit was early 
manifested among [us] through the work 
and writings of Mrs. Ellen G. White. [We] 
believe that just as in past ages God raised 
up prophets and messengers to perform a 
work for His Church, and to counsel and 
warn God’s people in time of special peril 
and need, so in these last days he raised up 
Mrs. White and bestowed upon her the gift 
of prophecy.” 

Now when we place this alongside the 
statements by Dr. Froom and the Seventh- 
day Adventist General Conference, as pub- 
lished on pages 38 and 39 of the October 
issue of ETERNITY, the result is apparent 
contradiction. . . . 

2. The issue of “legalism.” [i.e.] the teach- 
ing that the keeping of the law, whether the 


(Continued on page 29) 





Demetrios is one of thousands of Greek children 
stricken with Tuberculosis 


HE CAN BE 
CURED 


THIS is Demetrios Constantakelis, 8 
years old, a patient at the Hospital of 
Voula, just outside Athens, Greece. He is 
suffering from tuberculosis of the bones 
and is in pitiful condition. 


He and hundreds of other children 
look to the American Mission to Greeks 
to supply them with the much needed 
antibiotic drugs to enable them to stand 
tall and strong. For $25 this Mission can 
provide sufficient drugs for the average 
treatment of one of these needy chil- 
dren. When we last visited this hospital 
we were shocked to see the tin dishes 
from which they were eating. Even a 
healthy person would lose his appetite 
just from looking at them. We want to 
send several hundred unbreakable plas- 
tic dishes and cups to them as well as 
food, clothing and a few toys. We also 
want to place a Greek New Testament 
by. the bedside of each of these children 
who can read. With $10 a total of 40 
New Testaments can be provided. 


Help this child and many others like 
him by sending your contribution to 
American Mission to Greeks, Inc., Dept. 
E. Box 423 New York 36, N. Y. All con- 
tributions to this worthy Mission are tax 
deductible. 


Sige AMERICAN MISSION TO GREEKS, INC. 


P.O. BOX 423, NEW YORK 36, N.Y 
CANADA: 90 DUPLEX AVE., TORONTO 7, ONT 
































NOW AND LATER 
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Seldom in one issue of ETERNITY do 
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as many important articles appear as eternity magazine of Christian truth 


in this one. ae 








Dr. Barnhouse presents truth that is ; 
me ama . VOL. 8, No. 3. 

extremely vital to every Christian in 
“We Are One Body in Christ.” Chris- DonaALpD Grey BarNHOUuSE, Editor-in-Chief 

ian /ery . ’ 
tians everywhere seem to be confused Russett T. Hitt, Editor 

Some want nothing less than a super- 
church that would embrace in organiza- FRANK E. GAEBELEIN C. Stacey Woops 
tional uniformity all the movements of Consulting Editors 
Christendom. Others would split the 

: : : ULIA E. TurneE 
Church into splinter groups, each one J e Raion 1. Keren Water R. Martin 
confidently proclaiming that it offers Assistant Editor Contributing Editor Contributing Editor 
the only “New Testament Christianity.” | HAROLD Fire CHARLES REED Epna H. Fink 

Dr. Barnhouse takes us back to the Sunday School Lessons Art Consultant Circulation Manager 
undeniable truths of Holy Scripture. 

* * * 





Normally, we are not concerned with 
the New Yous stage. However, in view CONTENTS 
of the acclaim that is being given to 
Eugene O’Neill and the Broadway hit, | EDITORIALS 
Long Day’s Journey into Night, we as- 
signed Dr. Emile Cailliet of Princeton 
Theological Seminary to appraise this Hi-Fi; Help for a Hungarian; Through Mary; An Important Picture ........ 
play. The results are frightening. It 
would seem that the U. S. has slipped ARTICLES 


farther down the chutes toward deprav- We Are One Body in Christ, by Donald Grey Barnhouse ...........0..0..0c00c000000 
ity in the grip of an immoral, satanic 


Alphahet of the Apocalypse; Prejudice ..............-:...seioisi.cseiciiesseonsoesssovsedibcaceense= 


fatelion than we realiead,. We Cheietians Is the Church in Red China Flourishing? by H. M. Arrowsmith .............. 6 
must recognize that here are the sick to Mystery Ships of Tarshish, by E. M. BlaiRloch ...........cccccccsescssssesssseseeesseseeeeeees 10 
whonn we ner on queyht. Darkness over Broadway, by Emile Cailliet .............ccccccccccsssssssssseseseseseeeeeesenenes 12 

But the most controversial article is The Holy Spirit and Christian Ethics, by Carl F. H. Henry .00.0.0.....0c00000: 16 


that written by Canon H. M. Arrow- 
smith, one of the team of Australian | DEPARTMENTS 

Christian leaders who spent seven weeks Window on the World 
in Red China. Every reader interested 
in world Communism, the progress of 
the Church behind the Iron Curtain, ican MR... cas steels bo By a eens 6 aS GAN ee Si ere 26 
and the missionary cause should read 
this article. 
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* * * 
The second of the three articles by Dr. 
Martyn’ Lloyd-Jones on authority will DEDICATION 


appear in the April issue. Title: “The 


Authority of the Scriptures.” Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 


His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 





Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, our television program, and conference ministry to His everlasting glory. 
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Where shall the Christian draw the line 


between fellowship und separation? 


WE ARE ONE BODY IN CHRIST 


‘© believers in Christ God gives a spiritual anatomy:—Christ 
is the Head, we are His body, and members one of an- 
other. Paul enlarges this thought in I Corinthians 12:12-27:— 
“For just as the body is one and has many members, and 
all the members of the body, though many, are one body, 
so it is with Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were 
made to drink of one Spirit. For the body does not con- 
sist of one member but of many. If the foot should say, 
‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ 
that would not make it any less a part of the body. And 
if the ear should say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not 
belong to the body,’ that would not make it any less a 
part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where 
would be the hearing? If the whole body were an ear, 
where would be the sense of smell? But as it is, God ar- 
ranged the organs in the body, each one of them as He 
chose. If all were a single organ, where would the body 
be? As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. . . . God 
has so adjusted the body, giving the greater honor to the 
inferior part, that there may be no discord in the body, 
but that the members may have the same care for one an- 
other. . . . Now you are the body of Christ and individ- 
ually members of it.” 


The Unsolved Problem 

Now, in the light of this passage, we face one of the most 
serious questions of our century—the problem of the Church. 
I do not mean the churches; there is a great difference be- 
tween the two terms. The Swiss theologian H. Emil Brunner 
in his book The Misunderstanding of the Church raises 
questions that should cause us to ponder our individual 
place in the church, our relation to other believers, and 
their relation to us. I am convinced that we can find the an- 
swers only by ascertaining what the Bible has to say, and 
submitting to its teaching. In his preface, however, Brunner 
paints all too clear a picture of the attitude of church 
leaders:— 

“In the last fifty or one hundred years, New Testament 
research has unremittingly and successfully addressed itself 
to the task of elucidating for us what was known as the 


4 What we learn in our heads must be brought down to the heart. 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


Ecclesia in primitive Christianity. [Ecclesia is the Greek 
word translated church in the New Testament.] This Ec- 
clesia is so very different from what is today called the 
Church in both the Roman and Protestant camps. It is, how- 
ever, a well-known fact that dogmatists and Church leaders 
often pay but small attention to the results of New Testa- 
ment research, and are only too ready to bridge the gulf 
between then and now by a handy formula such as that 
of development, or by appealing to the distinction between 
the visible and invisible Church, and thus to give a false 
solution to this grave and distressing problem. But while 
many theologians and Church leaders are able to quieten 
their consciences by such formulae, others are so much the 
more painfully aware of the disparity between the Christian 
fellowship of the apostolic age and our own ‘churches’ and 
cannot escape the impression that there may perhaps be 
something wrong with what we now call the Church.” 

Now, I confess that I am among the latter, and that my 
own painful awareness of the problem has greatly affected 
my life and radically transformed my ministry. This has dis- 
tressed some people with whom I walked very closely in the 
earlier years of my ministry. They think that I have turned 
aside from the way; I am convinced that they advanced to a 
certain point and stopped there, and were not willing to 
continue with me as I advanced along the road with the 
Lord Jesus Christ toward deeper comprehension of the 
truth of God. 

Here in America we are so rich in numbers of Protestants 
that perhaps we can afford to divide and still be strong. But 
the minute one goes out over the world—onto the so-called 
“mission fields,” such as Japan—the issue stands out in glar- 
ing light. In one part of that country where there are eight 
million people, I understand that there are about 1,000 
Christians—one Christian for each 80,000 non-Christians. 
That fact in itself should stir us out of our complacency. 
But, when we realize that those one thousand Christians 
are divided into six denominations, we begin to comprehend 
the magnitude of the sin of dividing the body of Christ. 
It is all the more terrible when such division has been 
caused by American missionaries who have said in effect: 
“I have led you to Christ out of Buddhism; but you must 
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not take communion with that Japanese who has been won 
from Buddhism by a missionary who is under a different 
society from mine; we don’t have fellowship.” 

Now the horror of divisiveness comes into clearer focus. 
Here in America, we sometimes overemphasize side issues 
and so becloud the truly vital issue. And the poison of sin 
which gets into our bloodstream here at home breaks out 
like a leprous sore when we view it in a country where the 
Church is so small that it needs every bit of vital fellowship 
possible, in order to witness for her Lord. 


The Need to Think 


In those earlier years, I had the great joy and blessing 
of association with large numbers of deeply spiritual people 
who had fixed answers to almost every religious question 
and who believed, seemingly, that it was not necessary to 
think any more because the problems were all solved. But, 
as I lived with the Lord, as I lived with the Word, and as I 
lived with myself, I soon learned that I must go on think- 
ing because there were questions that could not be solved 
by a pat answer or by quoting a single verse of Scripture. 
All Scripture relative to a specific problem must be brought 
together; the Holy Spirit would not allow me to rest on con- 
clusions drawn from one or two texts and thrust other texts 
into second place or ignore them altogether. 

I was like the scientist or philosopher of the Middle Ages 
who assumed that the astronomy of Ptolemy was correct. It 
is well known that for over a thousand years, scientists and 
philosophers twisted facts to fit theories that had been al- 
most sacred since the time of Aristotle. When Copernicus 
announced his theory that the earth and other planets re- 
volve around the sun, there was tremendous controversy. 
Some people have imagined that the controversy was solely 
religious, but this is not true. Although religious personali- 
ties were involved, the chief opponents of the Copernican 
theory were the scientists and secular philosophers of that 
day. The old ideas had to be abandoned for those which 
were correct, and on these the whole of modern science has 
been constructed. 

Now, there are still many people who cling to ancient 
ideas about the doctrine of the Church and the churches— 
doctrines that simply are not correct. If we are to grasp the 
great reality of what the true Church is, we must discard 
many of these ideas and return to the simplicity and com- 
plexity of the Word of God. 


The Early Church 


The Church of the first century was a fellowship of be- 
lievers. They were one in Christ Jesus; there was no thought 
of division, only of unity. All had been touched by His 
divine power and brought from death into life. All believed 
the great facts about the person and work of Christ, and 
none denied that Jesus Christ was the Lord Jehovah God. 
They all knew that He had died on the cross for their sin, 
that He rose again, that He ascended into Heaven; and all 
were waiting for His return. 

In the beginning there was no organization. First, the 
twelve apostles met together and waited for the moving of 
the Holy Spirit. When the number of believers became too 
great for the twelve to serve, seven men, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, were chosen by the Church to take care of the poor, 
while the apostles attended to prayer and the teaching of 
the Word. Later, elders were ordained in each town to over- 
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see the believers there. 

But these outward forms were unimportant; what charac- 
terized the early assemblies of believers was their sense of 
oneness in Christ. The individual Christian sought this 
oneness with all other Christians. The idea of gathering 
groups of individuals into separate meetings was alien to 
the spirit of oneness which the Holy Spirit engendered 
among the early believers. It was considered wrong for a 
Christian to say, “I am of Paul,” while another said, “I am 
of Peter”; and a third, “I am of Apollos.” Hear the an- 
guished cry of Paul: “Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified 
for you? Were you baptized in the name of Paul?” (I Cor. 
1:13). 


The Church Today 

During the past few years, it has been positive pain to me 
that Christ is divided in the midst of the churches today. It 
ought not to be so. In the January 1953 issue of Erernity I 
published a New Year’s resolution, expressing regret that 
I had had differences with men who are truly born again. I 
did not retract criticisms which I had made concerning pub- 
lished statements of men who had denied the faith; but I 
did say that I wished to concede full liberty to those with 
whom I might be only 95 per cent in agreement. The results 
of that resolution were astounding. In the years that fol- 
lowed its publication, my ministry has been transformed. 
I was learning to enjoy the fellowship of true believers. Oh 
how wonderful it is to love all believers in Christ, even 
though they are in denominations that we may feel are too 
liturgical and cold, or informal and too warm. 

The problem of the lack of oneness among believers is 
the greatest problem in Christendom today. Beyond ques- 
tion, the Church is divided; and, in the clear light of 
Scripture, such a condition is scandalous. In the hymn “On- 
ward, Christian Soldiers,” we sing a lie:— 
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The great airliners—TWA and UAL—flew out of Los Angeles three min- 
utes apart with 128 souls on board. Both were to check in by radio 
at 11:32 A.M. at the official check point above the Painted Desert. In- 
stead of the position check-in, three dramatic words flashed out from 
an unknown crewman on the UAL plane: “WE ARE GOING... .” 
Silence after that. 

Those words are terribly or magnificently true. “WE ARE GOING. .. .” 
The 128 passengers went to instant death. But it may well be that 
many on board were instantly in heaven. If so, the “tragedy” was 
swift entrance to triumph. 

But it may well be that some souls crashed on to instant doom and 
outer darkness forever. 

ANSWER THIS QUESTION. What is your answer? “We are going .. . 
WHERE? 


Workable truth comes first to the heart. 5 








Is the CHURCH in RED CHINA 


EXCLUSIVE FIRST HAND REPORT 


The editors of Erernity present this amazing report of conditions inside Red China without 
complete endorsement. Much of it contradicts the picture put forth in the secular press of Red atro- 
cities and suppression. We are, of course, unable to make a judgment with the information at hand. 
We have decided to share this account with our readers, however, because there have been persistent 
reports from several sources of a vital Church testimony in China. This report comes from respected 
Anglican leaders and is the first eyewitness account of Church conditions in China today. 

Canon H. M. Arrowsmith is known to be strongly conservative in his theological views. He is 
Secretary of the British and Foreign Bible Society and a member of the eight-man Anglican delega- 
tion that recently returned from a seven weeks’ visit to Red China. The delegation was headed by 
Dr. Howard W. K. Mowll, Archbishop of Sydney and Primate of the Church of England in Aus- 
tralia, who is well-known to the editors of ETERNITY as a powerful influence for the evangelical 
cause. A vice-president of Inter-Varsity Fellowship, Archbishop Mowll was one of the original “Cam- 
bridge Seven” who went out to serve as missionaries in China. For some years he served as Bishop of 
West China. 

Archbishop Mowll’s own stand on conditions in China completely backs up Canon Arrow- 
smith’s report. In a recent Religious News Service report from Sydney, he declared the Christian 
Church in China was not only functioning but is a “growing force.” 

Admittedly the reports of the Anglican team have stirred up a controversy. High-ranking de- 
nominational and independent missionary leaders in the United States feel that the report is too rosy. 
For this reason we have asked for the opinions of two men who have had long acquaintance with 





missionary activities in China, and have questioned Canon Arrowsmith himself. 


I was the first time that a delegation of such size and 
representing one confessional group had visited China 
since the Communists took over the country in 1949. Dur- 
ing the intervening years there had been a gap between the 
Church in China and the Church outside. Only in very re- 
cent months had there been any attempt to bridge that 
gap. The fact that there had been this barrier is to be ex- 
plained in two ways: 

1. The West, smarting under the acknowledged excesses 
in the early stages of the Communist regime in China, had, 
generally under pressure from those Communistic officials, 
withdrawn from China. Some sources of missionary financial 
aid to China had been frozen in the West. And there was 
added to these facts the powerful suspicion and mistrust of 
everything that was Communistic, and to that degree, every- 
thing that was Chinese, under that new regime. This atti- 
tude is understandable, although the Chinese today, in re- 
calling those days are sometimes inclined to talk as though 
the West abandoned China and the Church in China. They 
are also inclined to imply a certain blame to the Church in 
the West for this attitude. 

2. But the Church in China had to undergo a long period 
of serious readjustment to these new conditions. When 
“Liberation” came the Church herself did not know quite 
what to expect. She too was to a degree frightened of the 


6 You are not a true disciple unless you are disciplined by Christ. 


Communists. There was the dreadful period when any 
resisting were imprisoned or liquidated. “Liberation” of 
the country too often meant the liquidation of the new 
regime’s opponents. This, it is said now, was regrettable. It 
is now deplored. But the explanation is often given that 
revolution anywhere and in any century has been accom- 
panied by excesses. 

Then came a time when the first fears of the Christians 
were found to be groundless, church leaders now say. There 
was an orderliness about the Red armies that surprised most 
of the Chinese who had not had earlier contact with them, it 
is said. They found that for the most part, there was no 
interference with their normal work and worship. There 
was, however, an important exception to this in the rural 
areas during the period of land reform. For a year or more 
the normal functioning of the rural congregation did suffer 
interruption. This was because the church people were 
part of a greater numerical society, and the cross patterns 
were confusing and embarrassing. 

But the Christians soon found that they were not neces- 
sarily called upon to agree with the Communists in their 
philosophical assumptions. Nor were they expected to en- 
dorse the Communist administration. But they were ex- 
pected to be loyal to the new administration. There was 
a Caesar to whom they had to render his just due. We were 
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FLOURISHING? 


BY AN AUSTRALIAN EVANGELICAL 


well reminded of this on the occasion of the first service 
held for the delegation as a whole in Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
Shanghai on November 4. It was the 23rd Sunday after 
Trinity. In that especial context the Gospel for that day was 
eloquent! 


General Impressions of Contemporary China 


No one who having known China in earlier years and who 
now returns can fail to notice some remarkable changes that 
the years under the new regime have produced. For there 
are a number of alterations in the life and the spirit of the 
whole nation. A few days of travel in the country will soon 
reveal that the effects of “Liberation” have been felt more 
in the large cities than in the rural districts. But this is not 
to mean that there have not been great impacts upon the 
rural people also. 

There are a number of apparent improvements and in 
talking with China’s people these impressions are confirmed 
as follows: 

1. The living standards of the people have been sub- 
stantially improved. It is admitted that there is a long way 
to gov yet. But the crushing burden of poverty on the great 
mass of the people has been eased. The degree varies in 
different parts of the country and in different industries, but 
the fact is real. “Liberation” has gone a long way to fill the 
stomachs of China’s millions, and those millions are patheti- 
cally grateful for that change. 

2. For the first time in several centuries there is no civil 
war in China. The country no longer is experiencing the 
ravages of war-lords, of Japanese invaders, nor yet the civil 
war as between the nationalist armies of Chiang Kai Shek 
and the Communist armies. China now knows a unity. It 
now has a new national spirit. There is a sense of solidarity, 
of belonging to an integrated country where the forces of 
fragmentation are no longer at work. 

3. As a corollary, there is now a stable and a reliable gov- 
ernment. For over seven years the Peiping government has 
imparted a continuity of administration which has com- 
mended itself to the people. Slowly the people have been 
led along a path which found its first milestone in the 
adoption September 20, 1954, of the Constitution of the 
People’s Republic of China. By its first clause it is defined 
that “the People’s Republic of China is a People’s Demo- 
cratic State led by the working class and based upon the 
alliance of workers and peasants.” 

This has imparted a new dignity to labor. Work is hon- 
orable. It is the worker who counts. And the whole thing is 
so interpreted as to impart a spirit of pride in work, manual 
work, based on the conviction that the work itself is a 
glory to the worker and a contribution to the glory of his 
country. 


(Continued on page 33) 
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By H. M. ARROWSMITH 


Eternity Questions Canon Arrowsmith 


Because conflicting reports coming from China made ex- 
perts with whom we conferred urge considerable caution 
in handling the Arrowsmith report, the editors telephoned 
long distance to Australia. Our questions and Canon Arrow- 
smith’s replies are presented here. 

He has recognized, as do most Christians in the United 
States, the evil aspects of godless Communism. None of us 
condones Communism, nor do we want to whitewash its 
record. But we should never let ourselves, because of 
prevalent anti-Communist propaganda, doubt the super- 
natural ability of God to protect His own in the midst 
of a hostile world situation. We must not limit God’s sov- 
ereign power. We believe these replies clarify the picture 
considerably. 


1. What are your impressions about the opposite side of 
the situation in Red China? 


There is another side of the picture. A good deal can be 
said about the credit side of Communism in China, such 
advantages being very largely of an economic kind. The li- 
abilities are largely the intangibles, but they are, neverthe- 
less, real. The regimentation of the nation is frightening. 
The nation is under a perpetual mental drill. Radio and 
newspapers continue a type of indoctrination that is pro- 
ducing a mental uniformity. Words and. ideas are becoming 
tyrants. The people, for the most part, dress alike. The uni- 
form of the common dress of the people is to me symbolical 
of the uniformity of their community of thinking. The regi- 
mentation is done cleverly and, although not completely 
wrong nor reprehensible, is nevertheless likely to cause a 
damage to personality. ; 

There is also another side of the picture as applied to the 
life and witness of the Church. I am convinced that there 
is a high degree of religious freedom in China today. There 
is no restriction on evangelistic and expository preaching 
within the church buildings. A good deal of the preaching 
in Chinese churches today is Bible-centered and has become 
removed from the liberalism and the social gospel emphasis 
so prominent in earlier years. But I did notice three im- 
portant things: , 


1. The government requires that the Church be loyal 
to the new regime, although within that loyalty it may 
criticize it. 

2. Open-air preaching and public evangelism outside 
the churches is discouraged. 

3. The continual high-pressure indoctrination of Marx- 
ist principles is having the effect of competing successfully 
for the affections of the youth of China. Church services are 
remarkable, not for small attendances, but rather for the ab- 
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Is your pride what you should be ashamed of? 7 








ALPHABET OF THE APOCALYPSE 


This is the title of an astonishing 
article by Carlos P. Romulo, Ambassador 
of the Republic of the Philippines to 
the United States, a former President of 
the General Assembly of the United 
Nations. Writing in the Saturday Re- 
view, General Romulo begins: “The 
freedom, peace, and plenty we all seek 
now lie at the mercy of a new set of 
alphabetical groupings. Some of these 
letters are familiar, such as UN, USA, 
and USSR. Some are not so familiar but 
are rapidly becoming so. I refer in partic- 
ular to IRBM, ICBM, BWCW, and 
NW. What we do know about these 
various letters—how we arrange them or 
re-arrange them—will have more to do 
with the kind of lives we will live in the 
next decade or so than anything we may 
be doing as statemen, businessmen, 
educators or community leaders. 

“IRBM stands for Intermediate Range 
Ballistic Missile, ICBM stands for the 
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile. Each 
can be armed with a super-hydrogen war- 
head. NW stands for the Nuclear War 
that will surely result if these monsters 
are not soon controlled. BWCW stands 
for Biological Warfare and Chemical 
Warfare which would bring upon our 
planet the abomination of desolation. 
If those letters are mixed together by 
man’s fear or folly, the triumph of hell 
on earth will follow—made by man, di- 
rected by man, aimed at Man. This in 
very truth is the Alphabet of the Apoca- 
lypse.” 

Now, as a matter of fact, there is an 
alphabet in the Apocalypse. On the first 
page of that book we read, “I am Alpha 
and Omega, says the Lord God, who is 
and who was and who is to come, the 
Almighty” (Rev. 1:8). The phrase is re- 
peated over and over in the Apocalypse. 
The Lord God Almighty is the Alpha 
and the Omega in the first chapter and 
the last portions of the Apocalypse (1:8; 
21:6), and the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
Alpha and the Omega in those same 
portions (1:11; 22:13). For some readers 
it may be necessary to explain that 
Alpha is the first letter in the Greek 
alphabet and Omega is the last letter. 


8 If you must choose between the Word and what you think, choose the Word. 





God is telling us that He, in conjunc- 
tion with the Lord Jesus Christ, has the 
first and last words to say in the affairs 
of the universe. A and Z and all the 
letters in between are summed up in 
Him. The choice is between man’s 
scrambled alphabet or God’s complete 
and eternal Word. 

Now we know from Bible prophecy 
that man is going to choose his own 
alphabet. We know that the great trib- 
ulation is coming. We know that the 
abomination of desolation foretold by 
Daniel the prophet and by our Lord 
Jesus Christ will come upon the earth 
(Dan. 9:27; 11:31; 12:11; Matt. 24:15). 
And we know that this will occur be- 
cause of the rejection of Christ by the 
world, to which He referred when He 
said to the leaders of Israel, “Ye will 
not come unto me that ye might have 
life” (John 5:40). 

But even though we know the abomin- 
ation is coming, we are not afraid. “See 
that ye be not troubled,” our Lord has 
said to us. For the true believer in 
Christ there are three possible alterna- 
tives. The Lord may come at any mo- 
ment and take us to be with Him. This 
is our blessed hope (Titus 2:13). Or, 
men may find an uneasy peace that will 
last for some time, enabling us to “lead 
a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and honesty; for this is good and accept- 
able in the sight of God our Saviour” 
(I Tim. 2:2,3). The third possibility 
is that the grand climax of man’s re- 
bellion will bring our world down 
around us. Then we who are IN it will 
learn the true meaning of IN, since 
tribulation, famine, nakedness, peril or 
the sword cannot separate us from the 
love of Christ. IN all these things we 
are more than conquerors (Rom. 8:37). 


PREJUDICE 


God has told us that “Perfect love 
casts out fear” (I John 4:18), and we 
believe that this same perfect love of 
God in us can cast out prejudice. The 
maintenance of prejudice is proof that 
love is not reigning in the heart. 

These thoughts came to me in recent 
weeks when we faced entrenched prej- 





udice in several fields. A dear man of 
God. was so angry with our appraisal 
of Eden and the Suez crisis that he spent 
six dollars on a telegram to cancel his 
subscription to ETernity. He was a 
Britisher before he was a Christian, and 
since we quoted only British sources in 
our appraisal, it appeared that he was 
of one particular political party. His 
action showed prejudice and violated 
biblical principles. Love would have 
sent a gentle answer and sought to show 
us where we were wrong, if we were. 

There have been letters from a few 
segregationists bitterly attacking our 
position, in one case flatly saying that 
God had not made all men equal and 
that it was right for one group to hold 
another in subjection. Love would have 
changed this. In passing, we must state 
that we have rejoiced at the great num- 
ber of people in both the South and the 
North who have commended us for our 
Christian stand in racial matters. There 
is a growing conscience among Christians 
in this field. Prejudice is diminishing. 

Saddest of all the prejudices that we 
have seen in recent months has been the 
attitude of certain fundamentalist lead- 
ers with respect to our articles on the 
Seventh-day Adventists. One outstanding 
Christian bookstore removed this maga- 
zine from its shelves and sent out a pro- 
motion scheme to thousands of potential 
supporters with “IS BARNHOUSE 
RIGHT?” printed on the outside of the 
envelope. The man behind this refused 
to talk with an Adventist leader to find 
out what their present position is. He 
had prejudged the matter, and that was 
it. The editor of a well-known funda- 
mentalist publication flatly refused to 
temper his bald attacks on the SDA’s 
and even refused to see and talk with 
one of their leaders who came hundreds 
of miles to explain their position. He 
further published articles against this 
group based on publications the Advent- 
ists had officially repudiated. Moody 
Monthly was truly fair; they have taken 
note of the agitation over this matter 
and have suspended judgment until the 
full documents are published in the 
course of the next few weeks. 

Speaking of Adventists, I wish to make 
it very plain that we disagree with them 
sharply on several points that we hold 
to be gross error. This does not blind us 
to the fact that they do hold a solid 
biblical position on the person and work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and are publicly 
repudiating those of the “lunatic fringe” 
who have given rise to doubts in this 
matter. 

Why are we so prone to prejudice? 
The good and faithful fundamental 
editor who refused to talk with the man 
who had come so far to see him had 
prejudged the matter and imperiled his 
editorial honesty by his prejudice. With- 
in a few weeks he will, in all honor, 
have to make a public retraction. I could 
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pray for him with great humility because 
I myself have been guilty of similar 
prejudices all too recently. 

Why. are we all so prone to prejudice? 
In studying this question I have pur- 
posely made both good and bad criti- 
cisms to fellow Christians and found the 
good accepted with reluctance and the 
bad with eagerness. When I explained 
afterwards that I was testing the nature 
of their receptivity, they have acknowl- 
edged that it is easier to believe some- 
thing bad than something good. THIS 
OUGHT NOT TO BE. It is a direct 
violation of the principles of love set 
down in the thirteenth chapter of First 
Corinthians. Love is never suspicious. 
Love must not be prejudiced. In seeking 
to keep the ark of God from falling 
(which Uzza attempted to do and was 
killed for it), we are moving in a wrong 
direction. It is the work of the Holy 
Spirit to maintain the ark of truth. It 
is ours to proclaim it and never be 
afraid for it. The truth is going to stand, 
and all will be manifest before the 
judgment seat of Christ where prejudices 
will be removed and truth will be seen 
in the light that makes no shadows. 


In recent years, experiments in acous- 
tics have brought remarkable develop- 
ments in the recording and reproduction 
of sound. Phonograph records are rich 
and full, while turntables, needles, loud 
speakers, and other parts of the repro- 
ductive apparatus show, indeed, very 
high fidelity to the original sounds. 

Some men, however, have become 
“bugs” in this field and want something 
“better” than the original. A cartoon 
showed two such men coming out of 
Carnegie Hall where they had been 
listening to a concert played by Charles 
Munch and the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra. One was saying to the other, 
“I thought it was terrible. There simply 
was no bass.” 

We may smile at these men who want 
to gild the lily, but we are forced to 
admit that theirs is an attitude that has 
existed in the religious world for many 
centuries. There are always some who 
wish to take truth and make it a little 
truer. This simply cannot be done. 
Truth is a line as sharp and straight as 
a razor’s edge. Deviate in the slightest, 
and you are away from the true standard. 

This attitude has made some Chris- 
tians into extremists who assume a re- 
sponsibility that God has never given 
to them—to maintain truth by their own 
definitions. Their little hi-fi experiments 
have a deeper growl in the bass, or a 
rounder tone in the high registers, until 
finally the true orchestra shocks them. 
They have lived with their hi-fis for so 
long that truth strikes them as error. 

There have been recent accusations 
made by liberals that “fundamentalism 
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is a cult.” Whatever may be of truth in 
this accusation can be explained by the 
hi-fi example. It simply is not necessary 
to amplify the bass because some liberals 
are shrilling error in falsetto. Let the 
full orchestration of the Word of God 
be heard, with the Holy Spirit as the 
only conductor, and the hi-fis with 
special knobs for bass or soprano will 
not be needed. And let us not forget 
that even though it is not possible for 
us to go to Carnegie Hall every day to 
hear fine music played to perfection, 
thus necessitating machines for record- 
ing and reproduction, it is possible for 
us to go to the Word of God, which we 
are able to hold in our hands. Submit 
to it, and ask the Lord for the true tone, 
and He will give it without question. 
Christ has said, “If any man determines 
to do God’s will, he shall know whether 
the teaching is from God or whether I 
speak from my own authority” (John 
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HELP FOR A HUNGARIAN 


In thinking of the Hungarians en 
masse we must not lose sight of indivi- 
dual cases of need. ETernity knows a 
Hungarian woman who fled from the 
first waves of Communism and is now 
settled in the United States with her 
daughter. Both are committed Chris- 
tians. The daughter is finishing high 
school and has done well in spite of the 
language barrier. She has been accepted 
into the summer school of a well-known 
Christian college and, if her marks are 
good there, will enter the college in the 
autumn. There is one obstacle—money. 
The mother is employed as a laboratory 
assistant at $45 a week and will be 
eligible for an advance when her Eng- 
lish improves. But this does not leave 
anything for the daughter’s education. 
Is there some church or Sunday School 
or individual who would like to help? 
Your check, made out to ETernity and 
marked “Hungarian girl,” will be used 
for this purpose, and you will get a 
receipt acceptable for income tax pur- 
poses. 


THROUGH MARY? 


Every once in a while someone asks 
us why we constantly publish items 
against Roman Catholicism. We have 
pointed out again and again that we love 
Roman Catholics but that we hate Ro- 
man Catholicism. I am publishing here- 
with a paragraph written by one who is 
called the “Very Reverend” E. Ferrer 
Smith, O. P. under the title of “Put on 
Christ: Through Mary.” This Dominican 
priest talks about Christ as the Son of 
Mary and concludes, “This is the child 
we must become both human and divine; 
human in infirmity, divine in grace and 
destiny, not shutting our eyes in fantasy 


or wishful forgetfulness, but opening 


them and seeing as Jesus did, as God. 
Like Him we are born to suffer, for suf- 
fering is punishment for sin. His sacri- 
fice reopened Heaven; our sacrifice shall 
be our key. His joy was the glory of 
God, the will of His Father; so shall our, 
joy be. For Him peace was not the ease 
of body but the rest of the soul in God; 
no war nor threat of war can disturb that 
peace. 

“This is the child we can become but 
only as Jesus did, by and in and through 
Mary. There is no other way; only so 
shall we, grown old, be born again. The 
Son of God became a man in Mary; we 
shall become the sons of God in her. If 
we would become other Christs we must 
be formed as He was: by the Holy Ghost 
in His humble human spouse. We must 
take Mary to ourselves that, seeing her 
in us, the Most High may overshadow 
us and bring forth Christ. The Incarna- 
tion began with the words ‘Hail Mary’; 
with those same words must our sancti- 
fication take its start.” 

Any Christian who does not hate these 
paragraphs with the most of hatred can- 
not have understood what redemption 
really is in Jesus Christ. 


AN IMPORTANT PICTURE 


One of the great problems of young 
people today is that of mixed marriages. 
One phase of this problem has been 
treated in remarkable fashion by the 
Rev. Dr. J. A. Fernandez, former Dom- 
inican priest and now head of the 
Protestant-Catholic Information Service 
in Philadelphia (Pro-Ca). 

The film shows Dr. Fernandez as a 
Roman priest counseling with a girl of 
his parish and her fiancé, who is a Prot- 
estant. The brutal hardness of the priest 
is well portrayed by “Father” Fernandez 
as he lays down the law of the Church— 
rigorous, unyielding, inflexible. The 
young man is won over against his will. 
The course of instruction is followed, 
but the marriage contract almost breaks 
up the romance. Love wins; the contract 
is signed; the marriage takes place in 
the Roman Church with “Father” Fer- 
nandez officiating. 

Time passes. The young man, in 
trouble, goes to the office of Pro-Ca 
where to his amazement he finds Dr. 
Fernandez, no longer a priest, but busy 
helping Catholics to know the truth and 
in helping Protestants to avoid the pit- 
falls of union with Rome. 

Among religious films, this one stands 
out for its technical production and is 
much above most religious films in its 
spiritual message. We strongly urge 
churches, young peoples’ meetings and 
Sunday Schools to get and show this film. 
The cost is very low—fourteen dollars 
rental. Information can be obtained 
from Pro-Ca Information Service, 1322 
N. 27th St., Philadelphia, 21, Pa. 


Have you denied self and put Christ in your place? 9 





BY-PATHS OF OLD TESTAMENT ARCHAEOLOGY 








te world of the ancients was a wider place than modern 
men have imagined. When Europe woke from the Dark 
Ages and a passion for things new sent the navigators east 
and west, the brightness of the new dawn made men forget 
that it had once been day before. It was centuries before 
men found that the Northmen had visited the New World 
long before Columbus. The story of how Phoenician voy- 
agers anticipated Vasco da Gama by sailing round the Cape 
2000 years before the Portuguese was a distrusted chapter 
in Herodotus. 

The archeologists have sobered modern pride. Chinese 
pottery has been found in Rhodesia. Traces of the Greeks 
extend into China. Undoubted products of Sumeria, shipped 
east from Ur, have been recovered from the silt which 
covers the ancient culture of the Indus Valley. Swedish 
peat-bogs hide exports from Rome. India is full of Greek 
and Roman coins. When such a wealth of evidence survives 
the ruin of the centuries, it is easy to see how incorrect was 
the notion that confined the ancient world to the Inland 
Sea, hemmed in by the barbarians. 


Trade and Enterprise 


Here and there in the records of the past are hints of this 
wider world of trade and enterprise. Odd phrases in books 
preoccupied with other things sometimes suggest a host of 
possibilities, and there is no richer source than the writings 
of the Old Testament. Here is a verse from the story of 
King Solomon (II Chron. 9:23). “The king had at sea a 
navy of Tarshish with the navy of Hiram: once in three 
years came the navy of Tarshish bringing gold and silver, 
and ivory and apes and peacocks.” 

These mysterious ships of Tarshish occur again and again 
in the Hebrew Scriptures, and a collection of the meager 
references opens an astonishing story. The verse we have 
quoted can tell only one thing. The ships of Tarshish trad- 
ed to India. From nowhere else came such a list of exports. 
Add the fact that the Great Indian Desert is called the 
Thar, and that the words for ivory, apes, and peacocks are 
not Hebrew, but words from a southern Indian dialect, and 
the proof is as complete as proof can be in matters of re- 
mote history. 

Solomon’s friend was Hiram, King of Tyre, the famous 
Mediterranean Phoenician seaport. The Phoenicians were 
the great navigators of the ancient world. They manned the 
fleets of Persia in a later day. Their trading posts extended 
far down both African coasts. They founded Cadiz and 
Carthage. They worked the silver mines of Spain and the 
lead mines of Cornwall. They brought into the civilized 
southern world the tin of Britain and the amber of the 
Baltic. Perhaps it was Phoenician influence which dressed 
the British Druids like Semitic high priests, complete with 
jewelled breastplate. 

Solomon's busy mind reacted to Hiram’s friendship. To 
Ezion-geber on the Red Sea Gulf of Akaba, the steel town 
we have already discussed, Hiram sent “servants that had 
knowledge of the sea.” The first objective was Ophir the 
port of southern Arabia. When Masefield spoke of the 
“quinquereme of Nineveh from distant Ophir,” he confused 


10 Do not apply the lessons for time to eternity. 
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(doubtless under Kipling’s influence) Nineveh and Tyre. 
They were Tyrian ships which took the copper, bronze, and 
iron from Solomon’s mines in Edom down the Red Sea. 
Back north in their capacious holds came the incense gums, 
prized for burial, for which southern Arabia was famous, 
and gold running into millions of dollars in value. 

And here is a curious fact. The Book of Chronicles states 
that 450 talents of gold came home to Ezion-geber. The 
Book of Kings quotes 30 talents less. Was the 6 2/3 per cent 
the charge made by Hiram to Solomon for the use of his 
trained mariners? This is exactly the difference. 

Next Hiram himself joined in the trade, and the fame 
of the kings spread wide. The Queen of Sheba, who ruled 
a southern inland state, heard of Solomon and journeyed 
north ‘to visit him. Ethiopia, too, appears in Hebrew his- 
tory, and then came the “ships of Tarshish” bringing their 
cargoes “every three years.” 

Were they Indian ships, or ships sent by Solomon to In- 
dia, called “ships of Tarshish” just as two centuries ago the 
eastern clippers were called “Indiamen?” That we cannot 
answer. Tartessos in Spain, of course, also claims the name, 
but “ivory, apes, and peacocks” are a cargo hard to fix in 
the West. 


Death of Solomon 


The story, however, may be unraveled further. This lu- 
crative commerce ceased abruptly on Solomon’s death in 
the tenth century B.c. When the great king’s firm rule was 
ended, division came, and the people to whom Saul and 
David had given unity broke into the hostile kingdoms of 
Israel and Judah. A glance at the map will show that al- 
though Judah retained control of the Red Sea port, it was 
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This is a wicked, wicked world, and men are “sinners before the Lord exceedingly.” Man 
not only sins but makes sin acceptable, justifiable, respectable. Finally he says there is no sin, 
right, wrong, good, or bad, but only custom and folkway. Today on our newsstands there is a 
growing array of pornography and licentiousness. A more recent publication carrying the title 
Satan honors that unspeakably evil and wicked being, the enemy of God and man, by flaunting 
his name in ribald defiance of God. On the more intellectual plane of literature and art the 
public has for its entertainment, indulgence, perversion, and depravity. These “unfruitful 
works of darkness” are not done alone in secret, but are on public display on stage and news- 
stand. 

It is in this world of darkness that the Christian must shine as the light of the world. It is 
into this world he has been sent to witness, to testify of Christ. He has not been taken out of 
the world, but sent into the world to preach the gospel. Unfortunately, the average Christian is 
ignorant of this world and of mankind. He has no contact with it, no communication. As a re- 
sult he is no light in this darkness, no living letter of recommendation of Christ. 

The Christian must know something of man and his world if he is to minister the Lord Jesus 
effectively. ETERNITY has dared to review a current Broadway drama which portrays some- 
thing of the wretchedness and depravity of one of its great, in the hope that this may stimulate 
an awareness of things as they are, a horror of sin and defilement, and yet something of under- 





standing and desire to tell this world of the Lord Jesus. 


C. STACEY WOODS 
Consulting Editor 








Darkness Over Broadway 


By EMILE CAILLIET 


Stuart Professor of Christian Philosophy, 
Princeton Theological Seminary, N. J. 


N ow I know what Hell is like. I have just been there for 
three hours and forty-five minutes, which is the length 
of the performance of Eugene O’Neill’s posthumous drama 
Long Day’s Journey Into Night. To say that the play has 
taken larger New York by storm would amount to an under- 
statement. The Helen Hayes Theater on 46th west of 
Broadway has been booked up for weeks in spite of high 
admission prices, and the critics of even such newspapers as 
the New York Times seem at a loss for superlatives in their 
reporting. What is most impressive, however, is the eagerly 
expectant earnestness of the multitudes who yield to the 
obviously irresistible drive to be in on that “long day’s 
journey into night.” One must sense that obsession to be- 
gin to realize what is going on there. Once caught in the 
tide that swelled from a Broadway glowing in a glory of 
Christmas colors and lights, I was literally carried along, to 


reach finally the entrance of the playhouse. And so it was, 
as Dante would say, that “I came to myself in a dark wood 
where the straight way was lost.” 

You, the reader, may well knit your brow at this juncture, 
and wonder what business a Princeton Seminary professor 
had to be there in the first place. This, I readily admit, calls 
for a word of justification. Briefly, I was there as a special 
observer for this magazine. One of the outstanding Christian 
leaders in this country and abroad had drawn the attention 
of the editors to the problem created by this craze concern- 
ing the Broadway play. And so they decided to do some- 
thing about it, and sent me to New York to take a look. 

This then is my report to them—and to you. And the sum 
total of this report is that, as already stated, I have spent 
three hours and forty-five minutes in Hell. 

The Christmas glow of Broadway fades away as we enter 


12 Only to the degree that you believe will you manifest truth. ETERNITY 




















Thousands flock to this play to see --- themselves 


gripped in a virulent, satanic fatalism 


the theater, which a Christian imagination may soon un- 
cunningly transform into the likeness of some Dantesque 
funnel with the nine steps. Into that funnel we begin to 
descend as the curtain rises. The impression is one of 
regressing toward ever greater horrors, toward an ever 
colder darkness and remoteness from God until we reach 
the bottom—an icy bottom, mind you. Dante was right 
about that. And then, deep down in that pit the sense of 
the chilly presence of the Other lurking out through a 
smell of decomposition increasingly grips our being to its 
very core. These successive reactions well-nigh recapitulate 
my own experience as I sat through the ordeal. 

The technique of the dramatist contributes to this over- 
all impression of regressing from light into darkness. In 
the manner of Henrik Ibsen, Eugene O’Neill lets the story 
tell itself as is the case in actual life. We are first confronted 
by a seemingly normal human situation. Then early nota- 
tions that had made us somewhat uneasy take on full sig- 
nificance; masks worn for the sake of a false peace of mind 
become transparent and we begin to see real faces; the 
stage-sets of conventional attitudes are removed piece by 
piece until the sordid truth breaks in upon us. 

What we first see is the rustic living room of a summer 
home bathed in the sunshine of a quiet morning. Into that 
light steps a middle-aged couple coming from the breakfast 
table. In fact the designation “middle-aged” would seem a 
trifle unfair as applied to Mary Tyrone (Florence Eldridge 
in the cast), were it not that her graceful figure has a touch 
of plumpness hardly relieved by a slackly-fitting, yet simple 
dress. Her shy, unaffected youthfulness reveals the innocent 
convent-girl she once was. Next to her the genial, athletic 
James Tyrone, her Irish-born husband who looks ten years 
younger than he is, bears himself like a soldier. Fredric 
March, who plays the part, truly makes a grand entrance 
with his strong arm around his wife’s waist. There are 
smiles of teasing affection, there is laughter, there are jokes 
—yet with a touch of worry here and there. Mary has gained 
weight since she left the sanatorium. Is the restoration to 
normalcy final? If Mary Tyrone could only control those 
fits of nervousness which intrude upon a comforting play- 
fulness of love! Why should her long fingers now knotted at 
the joints by rheumatism, have such ways of drumming 
without restraint just at the moment one tried to forget 
about them? Yet even such disquietude as may have already 
crept in below the surface of the scene is now relieved by 
a burst of laughter from the dining room. The “boys” are 
obviously having a good time. Yet it is a pity in a way that 
this laughter has been preceded by a ‘fit of coughing from 
Edmund, the younger son who has not been eating well 
recently, we hear; and this worries his mother. However 
this may be, that fit of laughter would cheer up anyone, 
even if Father is not sure he likes it. Are not always the 
“boys’” jokes about the Old Man? Any doubt about this 
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would be dispelled when the two brothers enter, grinning 
ever more broadly as they glance at Tyrone. Jamie, the 
elder, in fact, does this with a set expression of cynicism 
bordering on satanism. And yet there is no doubt, judging 
from his physique, that he is his father’s son, even if his 
whole personality and bearing give evidence of premature 
degeneration. Jason Robards, Jr., who impersonates the 
ne’er-do-well, beguiling Jamie, gives us to understand that 
the character portends no good. Mary’s growing anxiety, 
Tyrone’s rising anger scornfully rebuffed by the thirty-three- 
year-old scoundrel, make it clear that there is a tragedy on. 
As for Edmund, ten years younger than his brother, his 
hypersensitiveness hints an affinity with his mother. No 
wonder his fits of coughing should worry her; the signs of 
bad health are plainly on him. The sallowness of his sunken 
features emphasizes the fever of his eyes. The acting of the 
melancholy Bradford Dillman who plays the part of Ed- 
mund, perceptively accentuates the sad intellectual aware- 
ness of a man who has read all the books, ending with the 
most virulent. His role is all the more pathetic because 
patterned on Eugene O’Neill himself at the age of twenty- 
four. 

Long Day’s Journey Into Night is an autobiographical 
drama. The family name Tyrone stands for the family name 
O’Neill. James and Mary represent the author’s father and 
mother. Jamie stands for his older brother. The summer 
cottage into which we are looking is none other than the 
family summer house as it stood in New London, Connecti- 
cut, in the year 1912. Let this suggest to the reader the 
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God is ever ready to speak—we must learn to listen. 13 





WINDOW ON 


THE WORLD 





SOUTHERN PASTORS HIT KLAN 


The Rock Hill (S.C.) Ministerial As- 
sociation, comprising some 35 white 
clergymen, has declared that its members 
“do not believe that racial supremacy 
can be supported by the Bible.” 

The association lashed out at the Ku 
Klux Klan, which had used a scriptural 
reference (Gen. 9:25-27) recently to sup- 
port its “white supremacy” stand. 

“We feel,” the ministers said, “that 
those are in error who believe that the 
supremacy of one race of people over 
another is taught in or substantiated by 
the Bible. 

“Whatever the name, origin or history 
of any organization or group, we con- 
sider it a serious and deplorable matter 
for it to suggest promoting some of its 
activities by the method of inciting fear, 
using threats and lawless and secret vio- 
lence in our Christian and American 
way of life. The expressed purpose to use 
secret and unlawful violence to support 
a people is nothing short of what much 
of the world is now deploring in the ac- 
tions of Communist Russia in Poland 
and Hungary. 

“If carefully examined,” the ministers 
said, [this passage] “reveals that God 
pronounced no curse on anyone; no one 
was turned to a darker skin; and no race 
of people are predestined to be servants 
of another race. Noah, and not God, 
pronounced a curse upon his own grand- 
son and no reference is made to anyone 
beyond Noah’s immediate family group.” 

The clergymen said they understood 
the Bible “to teach plainly and simply 
that God is no respecter of persons” 
but “has made of one blood all nations 
of men to dwell on the face of the earth.” 
(Acts 10:34 and 17:26). They noted it 
further states that “in Christ Jesus there 
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is neither male nor 
female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.” (Gal. 3:28). 


PROMISES FROM COLOMBIA 


The State Department said in Wash- 
ington that the Republic of Colombia 
is reconsidering an order banning a 
substantial area of the country to Prot- 
estant missionaries. 

In a letter to Dr. Clyde Taylor, secre- 
tary of national affairs for the National 


14 Why do you read the Bible and then deny its promises? 
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Independents and Evangelicals Increasing Number of Missionaries 


Association of Evangelicals here, the de- 
partment also said that “since 1951 there 
have been numerous incidents of vio- 
lence against American Protestant mis- 
sionaries and the destruction of Ameri- 
can mission property.” 

Under terms of a so-called Mission 
Agreement signed by the government of 
Colombia on Jan. 29, 1953, the depart- 
ment said, the Roman Catholic Church 
was given the exclusive right to prose- 
lytize and carry on religious and educa- 
tional work in “a considerably expanded 
area, believed now to constitute between 
two-thirds and three-fourths of the na- 
tional territory.” 

As a result of this order‘a number of 
American Protestant missions have been 
ordered closed, the Department added. 

“Since 1953 our Embassy at Bogota 
has taken up this question on numerous 
occasions with the Colombian Foreign 
Office,” it said, “emphasizing the long 
period over which Protestant establish- 
ments have existed in this area and the 
inequity of the action taken against 
them. 

“The Colombian government has 
given considerable study to the problem, 
and _ has indicated that it hopes it will 
be possible to re-open the closed church- 
es in the near future.” 


MISSIONARIES INCREASING 


A record total of 23,432 Protestant mis- 
sionaries are serving abroad for 213 
agencies in the United States and Can- 
ada, according to a survey made by the 
Missionary Research Library. The figure 
four years ago was 18,576. 

Some 280 boards and agencies, includ- 
ing over 60 that do not send personnel, 
received $130,000,000 to finance the mis- 
sionary enterprise in 1955, the survey 
showed. About $100,000,000 of this 
amount was spent overseas, the remain- 
der being used for administration, fur- 
loughs, equipment and other expenses 
at home. 

The research agency is operated joint- 
ly by the National Council of Churches’ 
Division of Foreign Missions and Union 
Theological Seminary. It said the new 
count is more than twice that of 20 
years ago when there were 11,289 mis- 
sionaries serving abroad. 

The survey showed that Protestant 
missionaries are serving in 100 foreign 


countries, with 35 per cent in East, 
Southeast and Southern Asia; 29 per 
cent in Africa, south of the Sahara Des- 
ert; and 26.5 per cent in Latin America. 

Despite some semi-official attempts to 
discourage the entry of new missionaries 
into India, the agency reported, that 
country leads all others in the number 
represented, with 2,127 missionaries 
there as reported by 82 per cent of the 
agencies covered. 

Next are Japan, with 1,562; and the 
Belgian Congo with 1,195. China, once 
host to 4,492 American Protestant mis- 
sionaries, now has one, held in prison. 
(He is the Rev. Paul Mackensen of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, 
held by the Communists in Shanghai.) 

The survey also disclosed that six out 
of every ten missionaries are women. 
However, it showed that fewer single 
women are serving in foreign missions 
than formerly. 

The study showed that 43.5 per cent 
of the total number of missionaries sur- 
veyed belong to denominational boards 
and other agencies that cooperate in the 
National Council of Churches’ Division 
of Foreign Missions. Just less than 20 
per cent of the missionaries are spon- 
sored by the Interdenominational For- 
eign Missions Association and 17.8 per 
cent of them by the Evangelical Foreign 
Missions Association. 

Dr. Frank W. Price, director of the 
research library, said that most of the 
increase in U. S. foreign missionaries 
since 1952 was accounted for by evan- 
gelical associations, independent boards 
and faith societies. These groups sent 
an additional 4,170 overseas, as com- 
pared to 631 sent by older established 
boards or agencies cooperating with the 
NCC. 

The Methodists send the most mis- 
sionaries Overseas, accounting for 1,513. 
The Seventh-day Adventists are next 
with 1,272. Then follow the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. with 1,072; and 
the Sudan Interior Mission with 1,024. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL DECLINE IN BRITAIN 


The London Times has surveyed the 
place of children in the church and con- 
cluded that the name “Sunday school” 
is no longer in favor. It has discovered 
some attempts to find such substitutes as 
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“children’s' church,” “junior church” 
and “family church.” But no new desig- 
nation can hide the bare fact that at- 
tendance at British Sunday schools is 
steadily dropping. 

In 1900 there were 3,302,000 children 
enrolled in the 20,000 free church Sun- 
day schools in England and Wales. By 
1939 the number had dropped to 1,930,- 
000; by 1948, to 1,519,000. In 1953 the 
total rose to 1,597,000—a figure still not 
high enough to keep pace with the in- 
crease in child population. Last year 
again saw a decrease to 1,533,000, with 
230,000 teachers. 

In the Church of England, the de- 
crease in attendance at Sunday school 
has been accompanied by a decrease in 
the number of teachers. In 1929, Angli- 
can Sunday schools reported 162,910 
teachers and 1,788,468 pupils; in 1939, 
126,102 teachers and 1,420,106 pupils; 
in 1953, 98,206 teachers and 1,317,596 
pupils. The Times insists, however, that 
the Sunday school will always have a 
distinctive value. “The best Sunday 
schools are not failing,” it declared. 


NEW LEXICON 


A new Greek-English Lexicon of the 
New Testament and Other Early Chris- 
tian Literature, first of its kind to ap- 
pear since 1889, has been published by 
the Cambridge University Press in Eng- 
land. 

Sponsored by the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod, it is the product of 
eight-and-a-half years of biblical scholar- 
ship and lexicography. 

The announcement was made by Dr. 
Martin Scharlemann, chairman of the 
synod’s Committee on Scholarly Re- 
search, at a dinner attended by a group 
of Protestant and Roman Catholic New 
Testament scholars. 

Dr. William Arndt of Concordia 
Theological Seminary in St. Louis, Mo., 
and Dr. F. W. Gingrich of Albright Col- 
lege, Reading, Pa., were engaged by the 
Missouri Synod to prepare the manu- 
script for the lexicon. Their work was 
based on the fourth edition of a German 
work by Dr. Walter Bauer of Goettinger 
University. This work, by the recognized 
twentieth century authority in the field, 
is the result of more than thirty years of 
intensive labor in New Testament lexico- 


graphy. 
ANCIENT MANUSCRIPT DISCOVERED 


A new find of a large portion of an 
ancient manuscript of the Gospel of John 
has been reported. It consists of 108 
pages of well-preserved Greek text, and 
comprises fourteen of the twenty-one 
chapters of the fourth Gospel. Now in 
the Bodmer World Library at Geneva, 
Switzerland, it has been named Papyrus 
Bodmer II, and has been published 
through the efforts of Professor Victor 
Martin, classical scholar in the Univer- 
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sity of Geneva. Its discovery and pub- 
lication have been made known in Amer- 
ica through Dr. Bruce M. Metzger, Pro- 
fessor of New Testament Language and 
Literature at Princeton Theological 
Seminary. Dr. Metzger found that the 
text of Papyrus Bodmer II most closely 
resembles that of the Codex Sinaiticus, 
one of the three most important biblical 
manuscripts of the New Testament. 


NEW JAPAN MINISTER A BUDDHIST 


The shift in prime ministers in Japan 
is noteworthy. Retiring Prime Minister 
Hatoyama had left Shintoism and Budd- 
hism in order to follow an American 
Unitarian group that had established a 
“church” in Japan. The new prime min- 
ister ‘is a low-ranking priest in the 
Nichiren sect of Buddhism, one of the 
most radical and anti-Christian divisions 
of that religion. Newspapers in Japan 
report the visit of the new prime minis- 
ter to the shrine of the sun-goddess in 
order to inform her officially that he is 
now at the helm of the Japanese govern- 
ment. A similar visit by Protestant lead- 
ers to inform the sun-goddess of the crea- 
tion of the United Church of Japan 
(Kyodan) has caused many difficulties in 
all Protestantism. Some have argued that 
the leaders who committed this idol- 
atrous act should not be condemned be- 
cause they acted in stress of war time, 
under pressure from the militaristic ma- 
chine. While in Japan last summer, we 
met pastors of the Kyodan, sincere men 
of God, who believe and teach the full 
truths of the gospel. But there are others 
who have compromised with shrine wor- 
ship. There are few churches today that 
do not have members who perform 
pagan rites at the time of death of pagan 
relatives. There can never be great spirit- 
ual revival in Japan until all the Chris- 
tians repent of these practices and ac- 
knowledge that they are frightful sin. 


ADVERSITY REVEALS LEADERS 


Indigenous Christian leadership 
springs up in unexpected places, accord- 
ing to a report by Wycliffe Translators 
working among the Amuzgo Indians of 
Guerrero, Mexico. 

Twice last summer the town authori- 


ties forced the believers to break up 


their meetings and come to the town 
hall, where they received a-warm scold- 
ing for having accepted the evangelical 
religion. The officials forbade the Chris- 
tians to meet again in the building 
which they had been using for their 
services. 

The believers appealed to the federal 
government to rescind the order of the 
local authorities. While waiting for a 
reply, they divided up into small groups 
which meet simultaneously in private 
homes. Some who had seemed only 
mildly interested in the gospel have now 
accepted positions of responsibility. Sev- 


eral have shown distinct ability for lead- 
ership and many have been strengthened 
in their faith as a result of the opposi- 
tion. Missionaries and native Christians 
alike see the overruling hand of ‘God in 
the recent persecution, which has united 
them as never before, even though the — 
congregation was temporarily divided. 


NEW LIGHT ON NOAH? 


Noah, builder of the ark, was such an 
extraordinary infant that his father be- 
lieved he had been supernaturally con- 
ceived and spoke to his wife “with 
vigor” about it, charging her to swear 
to the truth about the boy’s origin. 

This new light on the family life of 
the biblical Patriarch Lamech, father of 
Noah, and his wife, Bat-Enoch, (whose 
name is not recorded in biblical writ- 
ings) is contained in what is known as 
the seventh Dead Sea Scroll, the last to 
be unrolled, Dr. Yigael Yadin, one of 
Israel’s leading archeologists, disclosed 
in New York. 

Former chief of staff of the Israeli 
army, he is now on the staff of the He- 
brew University, Jerusalem, where he 
and a colleague, Dr. Nahman Abigad, 
have translated five columns of the scroll. 
Their translation with commentary has 
just been published by the university in 
a book titled A Genesis Apocryphon. 


J 
PREDICTS REVISION OF BIBLE 


Discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls will 
make necessary extensive revision of all 
editions of the Old Testament, Dr. J. 
Philip Hyatt, president of the Biblical 
Literature Society, declared at the an- 
nual meeting of the organization in New 
York. 

Dr. Hyatt, who is acting dean of the 
Vanderbilt University Divinity School, 
made this prediction in an address to 
the society’s ninety-second meeting. The 
sessions were attended by Protestant, 
Roman Catholic and Jewish biblical 
scholars. 

Dr. Hyatt said “there should be no 
question now as to the genuineness of” 
the scrolls found in the Qumran caves 
in the Judean desert in 1947. 

“The question of the general date of 
the . . . Dead Sea manuscripts,” he said, 
“should no longer be a matter for ser- 
ious debate. They date from some time 
in the second century B.c. to approxi- 
mately 70 av. for Qumran .. . and 
down to 135 a.v. for Murabbaat.” 


ELO MEETS IN LINCOLN 


Some 135 delegates representing 10,- 
000 members of Evangelical Literature 
Overseas attended the organization’s 
fifth annual conference in Lincoln, Neb. 

Principal speakers included Dr. Clyde 
W. Taylor, executive secretary of the 
Evangelical Foreign Missions Associa- 
tion; Donald Black, executive secretary 

(Continued on page 28) 


When difficulty comes, the answer is Christ. 15 
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The Holy Spirit 


hristian Ethics 


Through the Holy Spirit, the Christian moves 
from the “I ought’ and “thou shalt” of. natural 
ethics to the New Testament, “I will!” 


pr Spirit is the dynamic principle of Christian ethics, the 
personal agency whereby God powerfully enters human 
life and delivers man from enslavement to Satan, sin, death 
and law. The Spirit of God is not listed under “others” in 
the dramatis personae of redemption. He is a main charac- 
ter whose role is crucial for the life of holiness in all its 
phases. 

What immense consequences follow from this is soberingly 
disclosed when the moral failure of paganism is set side by 
side with the moral achievement of redemptive ethics. 
“Pagan philosophy,” Henson noted in his Gifford Lectures, 
“was morally powerless to cleanse and elevate the habits of 
pagan society.” The Gentile world lay irrecoverably in the 
grip of that wickedness which the New Testament sums up 
in its index of vices. The worst features of that pre-Christian 
way of life are too shocking even to describe. “The golden 
age of ancient philosophy was in some important respects 
morally infamous, and the grosser scandals of antiquity— 
slavery, infanticide, sexual perversion, suicide, and the 
bloody shows of the arena—flourished in a society which held 
philosophers in high regard.” F 

Despite the crude charges about Christian conduct cir- 
culated at first by hostile Jews, opponents of Christianity 
stood with its friends in attesting to the purity of life it 
engendered, and to the “new world of moral power, of 


earnestness, and of holiness” in which believers moved. Pliny 


felt compelled to inform [the Roman emperor] Trajan that 


Dr. Henry, on leave from Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, Calif., 
is editor of Christianity Today. This article is taken from a chapter of 
his latest book, Christian Personal Ethics, published by William B. 
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, Mich. Footnotes were omitted from this 


abridgment. 


By CARL F. H. HENRY 


his examinations, instead of finding anything criminal or 
vicious, disclosed the Christian gatherings to be concerned 
with self-confirmation in conscientious and virtuous living. 
The early apologists knew they were on secure ground when 
they stressed that by embracing the gospel the ignoble rose 
to moral strength and worth, and that the weak and poor 
were remarkably changed by a Divine power. 

It was the Holy Spirit alone who had transformed the in- 
escapable and distressing “I ought” of philosophical ethics 
and the tormenting “thou shalt” of the Hebrew religion 
into the “I will” of New Testament ethical dedication and 
zeal. While other religions and moral philosophies have 
pursued ethical ideals, it “remained for Christianity to offer, 
and to provide, the secret of the doing.” It is characteristic 
of the religion of Christ to say not simply you must, with 
an absolute sanction and validity absent outside Hebrew- 
Christian revelation, but you can, and to show how the 
amazing quality of the Christ-life can be shared and approxi- 
mated even before it becomes a fully accomplished fact in 
the life to come. Christianity holds before man the absolute 
perfection of a revealed ethics, and through the power of 
redemption and the Spirit-sustained life it supplies man 
with hitherto-unknown reservoirs of moral energy. Pentecost 
marked the beginning of a distinct era in the moral history 
of man. Outside Christianity one might find occasional men- 
tion of God the Father, and indefinite references to the 
Spirit of God. But the Christian movement alone uncovered 
a new life in the Holy Spirit grounded in the Son. Its moral 
horizon, consequently, was nothing less than an absolute 
ethical perfection, conformity to the will of God. 

The New Testament depicts the ethical as the supreme 
and permanent work of the Spirit. Paul begins his survey 
of the ideal life by characteristic references to its redemptive 
foundation, and he repeatedly concludes his practical ex- 
hortation to godly living with a reference to the power of 
the Spirit (cf. Rom. 15:13). Miracles, tongues, and prophe- 
cies appear as temporary phenomena, expedient for other 


16 God gives us faith; faith leads us to God. ETERNITY 




















purposes; the moral ministry of the Spirit in the on-going 
life of the people of God is indispensable. Prophecy is sup- 
erior to glossology, but transcending all ‘charismata’ is the 
grace of love (I Cor. 12:31—14:1). The other elements pass 
away (13:8), but faith, hope, and love abide forever; the 
abnormal yields to the normal and ethical as the permanent 
center of divine interest. The infant Christian communities 
learned from Paul that “the genuine action of the Spirit 

. is a power for worthy living. For those who assimilated 
the apostle’s teaching, the Spirit became the normal prin- 
ciple of Christian life and conduct.” The distinctive Chris- 
tian graces are grounded in the Spirit. The Spirit’s work is 
not to be contrasted with moral transformation. Rather, the 
ethical renewal of the people of God is His central concern. 
Paul states bluntly: “God hath not called us to uncleanness, 
but to holiness” (I Thess. 4:7). Phillips, in his Letters to 
Young Churches, renders the subsequent verse: “It is not 
for nothing that the Spirit God gives us is called the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Men may complain of the lackadaisical ethics of the Chris- 
tian community today, and their grumble is not wholly 
without basis. The real reason, however, is not the absence 
of a superlative dynamic from Christianity, but “the large 
number of ‘Christians’ whose religion is almost entirely 
second-hand, and who know next to nothing of a day-by-day 
friendship with God. . . . Christ can and does actually give 
Himself to, share His mind with, put His Spirit into” those 
who actually seek the will of God for their lives. 

Ethical mediocrity is ignoble for the believer because con- 
tentment with an average moral life is a renunciation of the 
rule of the Spirit and a resignation and deterioration to a 
grade of ethics beneath the dignity of the New Testament. 
Life without the Spirit’s fullness is ethically dwarfed. 
Morality divorced from the new life in the Spirit deterior- 
ates to the shadowland of worldly ethics. 

The salvation of the sinner is primarily ethical. Jesus’ 
purpose in the incarnation is to “save his people from their 
sins’ (Matt. 1:21), and His atonement had in view man’s 
redemption “from all iniquity, and [to] purify unto himself 
a people for his own possession, zealous of good works” 
(Tit. 2:14). Its end is not simply deliverance from hell and 
its misery, but predominantly an “ethical rescue and recov- 
ery” and “the impartation of a holy principle into the life, 
the restoration of the divine image of purity, the re-estab- 
lishment of communion with the holy God. .. . The whole 
Christian conception of soteriology centers in the fact that 
men are to cease to be and to do evil, and learn to be 
and to do good. . . . Salvation is therefore an ethical recov- 
ery and restoration, or it is not Christian.” 

The decisive criterion of Christian living is the place of 
the Spirit in the believer's life. The new moral power and 
ethical vitality are grounded in the “life-creating Spirit” (I 
Cor. 15:45). As in the first creation man is distinguished by 
the divine inbreathing of the “breath of life” (Gen. 2:7), so 
in regeneration the Holy Spirit supplies the dynamic of the 
believer’s new existence. Pentecost affords a graphic ful- 
fillment of the Old Testament prophetic conjunction of 
an extraordinary visitation of the Spirit with the promised 
Day of the Lord (Joel 2:28f.), enforced by Jesus’ references 
to the gift of the Spirit. Thereafter the transforming moral 


enthusiasm and energy of the infant Christian-movement | 


was traced invariably to thesSpirit. He was represented as 
divine wind and fire carrying forward the ethical energies 
of the faithful with a vivid warmth and purity. 
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The New Testament doctrine of the good life, therefore, 
can no more be elaborated without decisive reference to the 
Holy Spirit than can its doctrine of sin and evil without 
reference to Satan. What is good in human life has its in- 
separable source in the operation of the Spirit. Paul not 
only holds that morality is grounded in the righteous being 
and will of God, but that “the moral objective cannot be 
reached, or even approached, apart from the help (or, to 
use the Pauline term, ‘grace’) of God . . . without this 
man is helpless.” The ‘power to attain the Christian ideal 
is not inherent in man’s will as sinner, but requires the 
determinate activity of the Spirit. True morality is no mere 
mechanical result of even the regenerate disposition of the 
believer. He must be continually confirmed in grace. The 
sinner delivered from guilt through the acceptance of 
Christ no doubt can attain a higher moral expression and 
dignity through an awakened conscience. But redemption 
places an ethical power that is supernatural at his constant 
disposal. The moral ideal Christ set in the flesh is not to 
be realized merely by imitation, but by a divine spiritual 
reign in the lives of believers. God must communicate to 
them the dynamic for the transformation of character and 
the realization of the new life. 

Where the Holy Spirit is not the empowering agent of 
ethical effort, where he is neglected or excluded, the result 
is either a mottled morality that cannot fully claim to be 
Christian, or a grafting of some features of Christian be- 
havior on an essentially unregenerate base. “No duty can be 
truly performed,” wrote Keyser, “unless it has as its source 
and motive power the fact and consciousness of redemption 
by Christ and regeneration by the Holy Spirit. All other 
ethics is merely natural ethics under certain influences.” 
How sadly in error, therefore, are those interpreters of the 
ethical situation who reduce the Spirit to the esprit de corps 
among believers, or to a mere metaphor for the posthumous 
influence of the historical Jesus. The Spirit is the preserver 
as well as the inaugurator of the Christian life. The believer 
is born of the Spirit (John 3:5f.), and he can perpetuate the 
new life only in the Spirit. T.B. Strong remarks, “Man 
now and here lives his true life in a spiritual atmosphere, 
in a spiritual society. The springs of his life rise in heaven, 
where Christ is: and there too is to be found the goal of 
all his striving. But on earth no less than in heaven this 
same society exists and operates, transcending all the human 


(Continued on page 43) 


It is frustrating to successful 
evangelization to sit aloof 
from a civilization different 
from our own and imagine 
that everything that we have 
is better than anything that 
they have. | am reminded 
of a poor, Oriental peasant 
mother who was weeping 
because her son was leav- 
ing for the United States. A 
missionary tried to comfort 
her by saying that a guard- 
ian ange! would watch over 
him. The mother’s opinion 
of the land on the other 
side of the world was 
shown by her reply:—"“And 
doubtless the guardian an- 
gels are bigger there.” 





Compassion is the product of the Holy Spirit. 17 
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UNLIMITED FORGIVENESS 


Through His unlimited forgiveness, God lifts all our 
relationships into the realm of love 


MARCH 10, 1957 


und Scripture: Matthew 18—20 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9 
Memory Selection: Matthew 18:21-22 


INTRODUCTION It is impossible for us to 
know the spirit in which 


Peter asked the leading question of our 

ge, “Lord, how oft shall my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him? Till 
seven times?” (vs. 21). The Jewish rabbis 
taught that three times was the limit of 
forgiveness, and Peter may well have con- 
sidered himself magnanimous in his propo- 
sition of seven. On the other hand it could 
have been asked in exasperation as we to- 
day say, “How long must I put up with 
. . 2” Whatever the spirit behind the in- 
quiry, it showed a purely statistical view of 
forgiveness that is wholly sub-christian, and 
yet from which few if any of us have es- 
caped. As soon as we think of forgiveness 
in terms of barter or arithmetic, we are 
hopelessly adrift; it must be regarded in 
the light of God’s treatment of us. Christ's 
reply to Peter, “Until seventy times seven, 
does not mean that the 491st offense should 
not be forgiven, but that forgiveness is lim- 
itless; for truly to forgive is to forget, and 
there is therefore no way of reckoning to 
seventy times seven. To begin to count is 
to reveal an unforgiving spirit, so Christ 
tells a parable to write this lesson on our 
hearts. 


EXPOSITION 


Hopelessly in Debt 

The case against the debtor who owed 
the ten thousand talents (vs. 24) revealed 
hopeless insolvency. The debt was tremen- 
dous; for Hasting’s Bible Dictionary gives 
the value of a talent as about $700 or £240 
which would give the total indebtedness as 
approximately $7,000,000 or £2,400,000—a 
sum quite impossible of payment even by 
a rich man. But this servant was not rich; 
he had nothing at all wherewith to pay (vs. 
25), and the parable therefore is a word 
picture of a hopeless case of bankruptcy— 
on the one hand an astronomical debt and 
on the other no assets whatsoever, and the 
logical end is disaster (vs. 25). But where 
logic leads to a tragedy, love takes up the 
story, and the lord the servant freely 
forgives on the ground of his compassion 
alone (vs. 27). The first application of the 

rable is obvious: it is that we are all 
jopelessly in debt to God and have no re- 
sources at all on which to call; therefore, 
we would be heading for disaster but for 
the compassionate forgiveness of God. 
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Blessed truth of free forgiveness which we 
thankfully embrace and without which we 
are helpless and hopeless! But the second 
application can be and usually is missed. It 
is that by this act of free forgiveness God 
has lifted all the relationships of the for- 
given servant out of the realm of logic and 
into that of love. If he is happy to forget 
arithmetic, ledgers, and debts in relation to 
himself and his new found freedom, he 
must be equally cheerful about letting that 
stream of compassion flow through him to 
others! This element is so clear in Christ’s 
teachings that surely its neglect must be 
due to our own unwillingness to see it. “If 
ye forgive men their trespasses, your heav- 
enly Father will also forgive you. But if ye 
forgive not men their trespasses, neither 
will your Father forgive your trespasses” 
(Matt. 6:14). We glibly and regularly pray, 
“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
them that trespass against us,” and seem 
never to appreciate the solemnity of our 
petition. If God dealt with us right now on 
those terms which of us would stand? If 
our lesson today effects nothing. else, it 
should teach us to utter the Lord’s prayer 
more humbly and carefully than before. 


Sadly out of Touch 


That this parable, like so many of our 
Lord’s, teaches by vivid contrast is made 
evident by the second half. The forgiven 
debtor goes straight out from the presence 
of his master (note that!) to find a fellow- 
servant who owes him a hundred pence— 
about $10 or £3. 10. Od—and he “took him 
by the throat, saying, pay me that thou 
owest. And his fellowservant fell down at 
his feet and besought him, saying, Have 
patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 
And he would not: but went and cast him 
into prison, till he should pay the debt” 
(vss. 28-30). The facts of the debt being so 
small, of the man being a fellowservant, 
and of his own release from an infinitely 
worse debt and fate left him completely un- 
moved; his motto might well have been (as 
he rubbed his hands) “there’s no sentiment 
in business.” Writes Alexander Maclaren, 
“The conduct described is almost impossi- 
bly disgusting and truculent . . . with the 
hands that a minute before had been wrung 
in agony, and extended in entreaty, he 
throttled him; and with the voice that had 
been plaintively pleading for mercy, .. . 
he gruffly growled, ‘Pay me what thou 
owest.’ He had just come through an agony 
of experience that might have made him 
tender. He had just received a blessing that 
might have made his heart glow, . . . but 
it does not touch him .. . and avails 
nothing.” Our hearts, like those of Christ’s 
hearers, are moved with anger at such a 
spirit till the sharp point of the parable is 
suddenly turned upon us in the words, “So 
likewise shall my heavenly Father do also 
unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive 
not every one his brother their trespasses” 


(vs. 35). If. we are honest with God and 
ourselves, we are none of us guiltless in 
this matter. We sing the wonderful hymns 
that speak of God’s gracious and loving 
forgiveness; we preach of His unearnable 
favor—and then go out from the presence 
of the Master cherishing our little griev- 
ances against pastor, elders, deacons, over- 
sight, organist, ushers, fellowmembers and 
all the rest, and the tragedy is that this is 
so familiar to us that the incongruity rarely 
strikes home. Even a partial realization of 
our helpless state, hopeless spiritual degra- 
dation, and the loathesomeness of our sin 
to God, should bow us before Him in con- 
trition and wonder. When we appreciate 
“that God commendeth His love toward us 
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us,” the cherishing of petty griev- 
ances against others should be impossible. 
The final proof of greatness, it has been 
said, is the ability to forgive. John Wesley’s 
caustic comment on this story is, “If this be 
Christianity, where do the Christians live?” 


Finally Lost 


A parable is a word picture and must not 
therefore be too rigidly applied in detail. 
The King’s wrath, acknowledged as justi- 
fied by the other servants (vss. 31-33), de- 
livers the wicked servant back to the treat- 
ment and the bondage of his debt. Are we 
to understand from this that God gives for- 
giveness and then withdraws it on certain 
conditions? Surely not, but rather that 
God’s forgiveness is not merely or mainly 
a bill of discharge for debt, but the offer 
of a new nature beginning with the can- 
cellation of debt. To reject the new nature 
is to decline the offer of forgiveness: “by 
their fruits ye shall know them.” 


SUMMARY To come to God as a 
helpless lost sinner and 
receive His full free and unmerited salva- 
tion is to release the divine flood of com- 
passion within our hearts that will inevit- 
ably affect and sweeten other relationships. 


MARCH 17, 1957 
The ‘Authority of Jesus 
Background Scripture: Matthew 21:12— 
22:46 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 53:10-12 
Memory Selection: Matthew 7:28-29 


INTRODUCTION ~The less spiritual religion 

omes, the more it 
tends to be concerned about external au- 
thority. True spiritual authority does not 
need an infallible pope, a carefully-fenced- 
around priesthood, or a watertight organi- 
zation and system of ordination; for it 
proves its authority by its ability to say to 
sinful and needy men and women, “In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up 
and walk” (Acts 3:6). When this spiritual 
power has been squeezed out by formalism, 
only the dry skin is left to cherish—and 
great concern for the outward form is in 
direct ratio to loss of power. This had 
happened with Judaism: the law of Moses 
had been added to by tradition until its 
punctilious observance was an intolerable 
burden (Matt. 23:4). That Christ healed 
the sick, restored sight to the blind, brought 
cleansing to the lepers, restored the im- 
moral, and sought and found even the ir- 
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religious sinners, mattered nothing to the 
scribes and Pharisees—their concern was 
with the letter of the law and the holding 
inviolate of their own position and author- 
ity, so they asked the question that, 
phrased in various ways, has always been 
the challenge of hidebound religion to the 
free working of God’s Spirit, “By what au- 
thority doest thou these things? and who 
gave thee this authority?” (Matt. 21:23). 
The welcoming crowd (vs. 8), the cleansed 
temple, and the laughing and joyous chil- 
dren (vs. 15) had no more significance to 
them than had the healed lives; they pic- 
tured God as One satisfied by their observ- 
ance of petty laws and ordinances and the 
carefully-ordered religious hierarchy (as 
pathetic as some of the high-sounding titles 
of the irreligious world today) and couldn’t 
conceive that the fresh cleansing breeze of 
Christ’s presence and power was the full 
manifestation of God! So completely can 
preoccupation with the externals of religion 
blind us to the reality of Christ. 


EXPOSITION 
Dangers of Disobedience 


It will be noted that it was the chief 
priests and elders of the people that posed 
the question in an official interrogation (vs. 
23). Christ had entered Jerusalem in tri- 
umph, cleansed the temple (vs. 12), and 
was now, presumably on the third entry in- 
to Jerusalem that same week, teaching in 
the cleansed temple; (it will be noted that 
He requires a cleansed temple in which to 
teach, and our bodies are the temples of 
the Holy Spirit). Christ makes supreme 
claims and demands; what is His authority? 
His reply (vss. 24-27) was not an evasion 
(Christ, who is truth, does not, indeed can- 
not, evade any true and sincere inquiry) but 
a full reply. As writes Professor Gibson, 
“We see at once how it turned the tables 
on His critics: but . . . it would lead them 
to the answer to their own question if they 
would follow it out. They dared not re- 
pudiate the baptism of John; and had not 
John baptized Jesus, and solemnly borne re- 
peated testimony to His Messiahship? Had 
not he also most emphatically borne that 
very testimony to a formal deputation sent 
by themselves (John 1:19-27)?” Christ's au- 
thority was and is spiritual (for God is 
Spirit), and recognition by the seeking soul 
is instantaneous, as is proved by the re- 
peated assertion of the listening crowds, 
“He speaks with authority”; but where 
there is a deliberate refusal to acknowledge 
His spiritual authority, the door is closed 
on further revelation. Like stepping stones 
across a river, each one leads naturally to 
the next, but should we refuse one there is 
no further progress. They had the witness 
and testimony of John; had they been hon- 
est about it? If they refused to face their 
own spiritual dishonesty on that issue, they 
forfeited not only the right but the pos- 
sibility of further revelation. It is a search- 
ing truth that disobedience in the life 
blocks the channel to the Spirit as surely 
as Nasser has blocked the Suez Canal to 
gasoline. The only solution is the removal 
of the obstacles. These so-called inquirers 
refused the lifting tackle offered by Christ 
(vs. 27) and chose to remain anchored in 
their prejudices. We need to beware lest 
we do the same! 


Reality of Obedience 


Jesus was to ask them a question, but He 
prefaces it with the simple parable of the 
two sons, which added sharpness to the 
question, “Which did the will of his fa- 
ther?” (vs. 31). The point is, of course, that 
men are judged by their actions—what they 
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do—rather than by their first reactions. 
These religious leaders professed to obey 
and serve God but when put to the prac- 
tical test by the preaching of John, they re- 
fused to repent. On the other hand by their 
very lives the publicans and harlots pro- 
fessed not to obey God, yet when they heard 
the preaching of righteousness they repent- 
ed and believed and thus entered the King- 
dom of God before those with such wonder- 
ful opportunities (vss. 31, 32). Christ is not 
teaching that publicans and harlots have a 
better chance of the Kingdom than others 
but that all must come the same way—by 
response to God’s word leading to repent- 
ance and life—and if those of high privilege 
decline to come that way, they must stand 
aside and see the others press in before 
them. Whatever our standing (and that our 
differencies are infinitesimal in the sight of 
God is evident from Romans 2), we are 
called to do the will of the Father, and that 
can be summed up in the words, “This is 
my beloved Son, hear him.” It is tragically 
significant that in answering the three ques- 
tions asked by our Lord in this passage 
(vss. 25, 31, 41) these men on each occasion 
condemned themselves. The solemn words 
of verse 43, “The kingdom of God shall be 
taken from you, and given to a nation 
bringing forth the fruits thereof,” is the 
inevitable consequence. 


SUMMARY 


The search for authority 
is fundamental to the hu- 
man mind. Science, with its inevitable pre- 
occupation with the “creation rather than 
the Creator” obviously cannot give it to us; 
politics, at best the inadequate handling by 
imperfect men of a partially understood sit- 
uation, certainly cannot offer a solution; 
religion, if we understand by that the 
binding of certain forms into infallible 
churches, which pretend to contain in hu- 
man fingers (manifestly imperfect) the sole 
right and authority to dispense truth and 
salvation, will never satisfy by reason of its 
fragmentary light; where then is Authority 
on which we can rest? It is the full Deity 
of Christ. Accept and confess Him as Lord, | 
and receive and obey His Word, and we 
discover the house of our lives is built up- 
on rock against which no storm can prevail; 
but reject Him as Lord, and refuse obed- 
ience to His word, and we build on sand 
(Matt. 7:24-29). It is men and women whose | 
lives are founded en the Rock of Ages that | 
our world needs today, and we may well 
pray with Frances R. Havergal: 

“Oh, strengthen me, that, while I stand 

Firm on the Rock, and strong in Thee, 

I may stretch out a loving hand 

To wrestlers with the troubled sea.” 
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Woes to Hypocrites 
und Scripture: Matthew 23 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 29:11-16 
Memory Selection: Matthew 6:1 


The naive idea that the 
Gospel narratives set 
forth a simple all-loving message and an 
open heaven for all men irrespective of 
their attitude to God and His Christ that 
was subsequently made into hard and rigid 
doctrines by the Apostle Paul dies hard. Its 
propagators ignore the fact that the Epistles 
were written years before the four Gospels, 
and also the searching denunciations re- | 
corded in those Gospels that have no par- 
allel in the Epistles—or indeed anywhere | 
else in the Bible. By nature we are all ene- 
mies of God, alienated from Him by our | 
rebellious wills and wicked acts (see Rom. 
5, Eph. 2, etc.), and Christ came to recon- 
cile (renew the friendship) us to God. To | 
refuse His mediation is to leave ourselves 
under the condemnation of God; the op- 
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ponents of Christ, as we have seen in previ- 
ous lessons, had persistently done that very 
thing, and although their questions had 
come to an end (Matt. 22:46), their sullen 
silence was the cover for the intensified re- 
bellion that was, on the human side, to 
take Christ to Calvary. Against that back- 
ground we can understand this twenty-third 
chapter of Matthew, which has been de- 
scri as the most terrible in the Bible. It 
reveals something of the wrath of the 
Lamb, which is in no way inconsistent with 
His lowliness and love. Love is unreal if it 
is incapable of indignation and can stand 
passively aside while dreadful wrong is 
done to the object of affection. 
EXPOSITION 
Incipient Hypocrisy 

Christ was not advocating spiritual an- 
archy, as is clear from verses 1-12, but was 
attacking a system whereby these religious 
leaders had a ted to themselves posi- 
tions of spiritual authority without being 
willing to pay the price of spiritual power. 
Their whole arrogant conduct of meticu- 
lous observance of the law for others and 
outward show for themselves (vss. 3-7) was 
leading the B aepaad astray. All church his- 
tory shows this appalling tendency, which 
would be obviated if the instructions of 
our Lord were followed: (1). Call no man 
Rabbi (i.e., Teacher) but Christ (vs. 8). 
For all ultimate authority go to the Word 
of God, and refuse to accept any interpre- 
tation of man that is contrary to it. This 
would dispel the curse of ecclesiasticalism. 
(2). Call no man your father upon earth 
(vs. 9). This would eradicate the usurping 
priesthood that comes between God and 
man and that has built Roman Catholicism. 
(Pope is the very word our Lord here for- 
bids; for it is the Latin translation of the 
Hebrew word for father; from that false 

ition have stemmed the countless so- 
called “fathers” of the man-made priest- 
hoods). It would equally save the Protest- 
ant churches from the ever-encroaching er- 
ror of making a sharp distinction between 
the functions of “clergy” and “laity” in the 
church. Here in this passage is our spiritual 
Magna Carta and Declaration of Independ- 
ence. “Stand fast in the liberty wherewith 
Christ has made us free and be not en- 
tangled in the yoke of bondage.” 


Hypocrisy at Work 


As we have seen, a hypocrite is an actor 
—one pretending to be other than his real 
self. In pronouncing these solemn woes on 
the scribes and Pharisees, our Lord defined 
the outworking of their hypocrisy. Acting 
the part of spiritual leaders, they refused to 
enter into a real experience themselves and 
were preventing their followers from so do- 
ing (vs. 13). Outwardly posing as deeply 
religious men by a great show of prayers, 
they used their position and authority (as 
jurists and notaries in addition to other 
functions) to “feather their own nests” (vs. 
14). Their zeal for proselytizing was notor- 
ious and akin to Islam at its worst; for John 
Hyrcanus offered the Idumeans the alterna- 
tive of death, exile, or circumcision (Jose- 
phus). Needless to say their converts were 
a scandal and reproach; for, as says Dr. 
Plumptre, “the vices of the Jews were en- 
grafted on the Heathen.” The last result 
was worse than the first, as it always is 
when the outward forms of religion are im- 

on an unconverted soul (vs. 15). So 
continues the melancholy catalogue ——— 
the succeeding verses (16-36), which can 
summed up by saying that they cared only 
for the outward show and a “faith” that 
effects no radical change of heart but leaves 
the life as a dirty cup or platter that is pol- 
ished outside, or a whited sepulcher. As one 


travels in the East these white sepulchers 
or saints’ tombs appear romantic and at- 
tractive from the outside (so much so that 
they form the centerpiece of many an 
Eastern picture hung in a Western home, 
or even a Christmas card!)—yet within there 
is nothing but bones and uncleanness (vs. 
27). That is true of each of us every time 
we pretend to a spiritual experience we do 
not possess; each time we use a “pious” 
phrase that is unreal; whenever we sub- 
scribe in outward show and phrase to a 
truth that we have never allowed to effect 
a radical change in our manner of living, 
doing business, or running our homes. Hyp- 
ocrites! Acting a part—pretending to be 
more spiritual than we are! Few of us can 
escape that charge. 


The Yearning of God 


The scathing indictment is wholly just 
and necessary, but our Lord doesn’t leave 
it there, and His last words of public min- 
istry (henceforth the remaining few hours 
of earthly life were to be devoted to His 
disciples) breathe the tenderness and love 
of God. It was His love that sought them 
in Christ (vs. 37), but their persistent re- 
jection of Him drove them inexorably to 
disaster (vs. 38), as does all rejection of the 
Savior of the world. But “the love of God 
is broader than the measure of man’s 
mind, and the heart of the eternal is most 
wonderfully kind,” and in God’s infinite 
mercy Israel, still scattered and distressed 
like chicks that refuse to nestle under the 
wing, shall yet say, “Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord” (vs. 39, 
and see Rom. 11). 


We can best summarize 
in the words of Dr. 
Campbell Morgan: “In these words there is 
a revelation of His passion for righteous- 
ness, and also of His compassion for the 
worst and most degraded. His compassion 
for the worst never destroys His passion for 
righteousness. It is well that our hearts 
should be warned by these solemn woes. . . . 
The deepest and profoundest passion of the 
King . . . is for the Kingship of God and 
righteousness, and if He must pronounce a 
doom it will be with tears, but it will be 
pronounced. So let us ever bring ourselves 
to His judgment... .” 


SUMMARY 


MARCH 31, 1957 


How Shall We Be Judged? 


Background, Scripture: Matthew 24—25 
Devotional Reading: Matthew 24:32-44 
Memory Selection: Matthew 25:40 


INTRODUCTION ‘These two solemn chap- 

ters of the Gospel accord- 
ing to Matthew will only be appreciated as 
we notice the background events and ques- 
tioning disciples. Our last lesson concluded 
with Christ’s prediction of the impending 
desolation of Jerusalem and its temple (23: 
37-38) in consequence of their rejection of 
Him. The disciples came to “shew him the 
buildings of the temple” (24:1)—not be- 
cause He was unfamiliar with them but to 
remind Him of their massiveness and ap- 
parent impregnability. He reiterated in 
more definite words the forthcoming de- 
struction (vs. 2) and in consequence was 
asked the three questions recorded in verse 
three. “When shall these things (i.e. the 
destruction of temple, etc.); be?” “What 
shall be the sign of thy coming?” “and of 
the end of the world” (i.e. the consumma- 
tion of the age)? Imminently facing our 
Lord’s cross, feeling the implacable and 
growing hostility of the Jews, and hearing 
from our Lord’s lips these predictions, we 
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can easily appreciate the anxiety of the dis- 
ciples to have an exposition of Christ's 
solemn words. The remaining verses of 
chapter 24 and the whole of chapter 25 are 
taken up with this, and it begins with the 
words, “Take heed” (vs. 4). Prophecy does 
not yield its secrets to the dogmatism of 
man’s unaided intellect, but to the reverent 
and devoted learner of Christ who comes to 
the truth with humility similar to that of 
the Apostle Paul, who said, “We know in 
part, and prophesy in part. But when that 
which is perfect is come, then that which 
is in part shall be done away” (I Cor. 13:9). 
We are told enough to know that our part 
as Christians is to be: (a) ready, faithful, 
and wise servants (24:42-51); (b) eager, ex- 
pectant, and wise watchers waiting for the 
Bridegroom (25:1-13); and (c) faithful and 
zealous in our use of the entrusted talents 
(25:14-30). Christ’s reply to the disciples’ 
questions concludes with the passage (25: 
31-46) that is the center of today’s lesson. 
It is the climax to that last wonderful day 
of Christ’s earthly teaching ministry and, 
in answer to the question of the disciples, 
it deals with the judgment at the consum- 
mation of the age. 


EXPOSITION 
The Judged 


There are diverse interpretations as to 
who are the judged which Christ describes as 
“all nations” (25:32), and difficulties have 
thereby been made. It should be remem- 
bered that this is not a complete descrip- 
tion of all judgment and is not that of the 
Great White Throne. We are told in II 
Corinthians 5:10 that “we must all [and 
remember this was written to Christians] 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ: 
that every one may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad.” This is a judg- 
ment of works (according to what we have 
done) not to be confused with the ultimate 
judgment, which turns upon an acknowl- 
edgment of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 
Whatever detailed interpretation is placed 
upon these words, therefore, we must first 
face the principal fact that all, everyone of 
us, must stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ and be judged for our deeds. Even 
now all lives are judged as laid against that 
of the Lord Jesus Christ (and when so 
weighed are always found wanting); what 
will it be when we face Him in His glory 
(vs. 31)? Our excuses for our conduct and 
lack of devotion, often appearing petty and 
unconvincing even now, will shrivel in the 
light of His glory. In the Middle East the 
shepherd leads his mixed flock of sheep and 
goats; they are not separately penned ex- 
cept for market or some other specific pur- 
pose, and the picture in verse 32 is straight 
from life. The shepherd comes to the end 
of his journey (in which very large dis- 
tances are covered) with his mixed flock and 
then divides his white sheep from the black 
goats. So shall it be with all people when 
at the end of our journey the Son of man 
shall sit on His throne judging the nations 
(vss. 31-33). 


Principle of Judgment 


Judgment is according to treatment 
meted out to those described by our Lord 
as His “brethren” (vs. 40). The Scofield 
Bible states categorically that this refers to 
the way in which nations treat the Jewish 
remnant who will have preached the Gos- 
pel of the Kingdom to all nations during 
the tribulation. To the writer of these notes 
that seems unduly restrictive. Christ had al- 
ready defined His brethren; it is recorded 
in Matthew 12:48-50: “He answered .. . 
who are my brethren? And He stretched 
forth His hand toward His disciples, and 
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said, Behold my mother and my brethren! 
For whosoever shall do the will of my Fa- 
ther which is in heaven, the same is my 
brother, sister, and mother.” Writes Dr. 
Campbell Morgan * . Nations will be 
admitted to the inheritance of the kingdom 
upon the basis of their attitude toward 
Christ as revealed in their attitude towards 
His —. . . - The last commission . . . 
was to disciple the nations. . . . There are 
those who hear, obey, follow, receive, are 
. . . sympathetic. . . . Before His throne 
He will receive all men of. gi¥aracter whose 
attitude toward Himself has been defined 
by their attitude toward the brethren, not 
according to the flesh, but by that closer 
loyalty to the will of God.” The answer to 
the question, “What think ye of Christ,” 
can best be known by the way we treat His 
Church and the Jews. To Israel God said, 
“I have loved thee with an éverlasting 
love” (Jer. 31:3); although they have been 
wayward, God’s covenant stands sure, and 
none who persecute the Jews can evade 
judgment—a fact that in recent times Hit- 
ler had the folly to ignore, and which is 
still being overlooked in the Middle East. 
Of the Church of Christ it is written, 
“Christ loved the church and gave himself 
for it” (Eph. 5:25), and He certainly 


judges, and will judge, those who use it 
despitefully. It should be a stern constraint 
upon us in our treatment of other Chris- 
tians and denominations that our attitude 
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to them is a true reflection of the sincerity 
of our devotion to Christ. 


Some difference of inter- 
pretation of this passage 
seems permissible and, indeed, inevitable 
but must not and need not obscure the 
basic lesson, which is that our attitude to 
the will and purpose of God is most truly 
revealed in the treatment meted out to 
others—and particularly to Jews and our 
fellow-believers in Christ. It will be noticed 
that obedient and disobedient are alike as- 
tonished at the King’s judgment (vss. 37- 
39. 44); the truly selfless and the utterly 
selfish are both unaware of the real qual- 
ity of their lives. That is true of all of us, 
so we have here a simple measurement— 
how do we treat other Christians and 
Christ’s Church? What is our attitude to 
the Jews? What real spontaneity of practi- 
cal love is evoked by others being in need? 
Jesus said, “Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least.of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me.” It is a solemn 
thought that this truth works both ways 
(vss. 40, 43). 


SUMMARY 


APRIL 7, 1957 
Jesus Faces the Cross 


Background Scripture: Matthew 26:1—27:10 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 53:1-9 
Memory Selection: Matthew 26:39 


INTRODUCTION All the emotion, reactions, 
and experiences that bless 
or harrow the human race seem to com- 
mingle around the Passion of our Lord. 
There is the weak-charactered subtlety of 
His opponents (26:4, 5), the beautifully 
spontaneous love and devotion of the wom- 
an with the alabaster box of ointment (vss. 
6-13), the base treachery of Judas (vss. 14- 
16), the ready hospitality of the unknown 
host and the sweet fellowship of the dis- 
ciples in the upper room (vss. 17-31), the 
sense and knowledge of impending disaster 
(vss. 31-33), and the over-confidence of His 
disciples (vss. 33-35). It was fitting and in- 
evitable that these conflicting emotions that 


are always jostling one another in this 
world,. should be so apparent at the time 
when all human suffering and need was 
meeting on the Son of God. All felt some 
of the strain, and a few, like Mary His 
mother who was to feel the long-promised 
sword in her tender heart, were to know it 
intensely. But the full fury of Satan, the 
total burden of sin, and the sum of human 
suffering were to meet on the Lamb of God 
alone. In this lesson today we dimly per- 
ceive something of the travail of His soul, 
and we do well to approach it in the spirit 
of Exodus 3:5: “put off thy shoes from off 
thy feet, for the place whereon thou stand- 
est is holy ground.” The secrets of the Pas- 
sion and cross are apprehended through de- 
votion rather than analysis. 


EXPOSITION 
The Significance of His Suffering 


The scene in the upper room, with our 
Lord and His disciples half reclining on the 
couches around the low table, is easily 
called to mind because of the excellent pic- 
tures available. The deep meaning of it 
must be interpreted in the light of other 
passages of Scripture, and particularly of 
John 6:49-58. As is recorded for us in the 
earlier part of that chapter (John 6:1-14), 
the multitude had been physically satisfied 
by bread yielded up voluntarily to Him, 
blessed and broken by Him, and then dis- 
tributed and eaten. Spiritually the needs of 
men and women are met by Christ’s volun- 
tary surrender of Himself to the cross, the 
breaking of His body and shedding of His 
blood, and actual participation in His life. 
As the body eats and assimilates the bread, 
so the spirit receives and assimiliates the 
life of and in Christ. The bread does not 
change into His body nor the wine into His 
blood; for we cannot take spiritual blessings 
in physical ways (hence the uselessness of 
answering the evangelist’s appeal unless 
there is the accompanying new birth). 
Through His broken body and shed blood 
Christ gives the new testament (or cove- 
nant), and those who receive Him on the 
ground of His sacrifice have their sins re- 
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mitted (Matt. 26:28) and participate in His 
endless life. In the light of that, although 
with full appreciation of all the anguish in- 
volved, He took the cup AND GAVE THANKS 
(vs. 27). Already He was seeing of the tra- 
vail of His soul and being satisfied. 


The Solemnity of His Suffering 


Jesus is God. He became man and, as 
such, felt to the uttermost the sting and 
smart of human suffering; had it not been 
so He could not have been the perfect 
Savior (Heb. 2:10). That fact sheds light 
upon the account of Christ’s sufferings in 
Gethsemane and reveals for us great reser- 
voirs of comfort in that, seeing that the 
disciples were asleep, our Lord must have 
given it for their and our instruction and 
help. As writes Professor Stalker, “He came 
to Jerusalem well aware He was about to 
die, . . . and the long-looked-for had come 
at last. He knew it was His Father’s will, 
and, when the hour arrived, He bent His 
steps with sublime fortitude to the fatal 
spot. It was not, however, without a ter- 
rible conflict of feelings; the ebb and flow 
of the most diverse emotions—anguish and 
ecstasy, the most prolonged and crushing 
depression, the most triumphant joy and 
the most majestic peace—swayed hither and 
thither within Him like the moods of a 
vast ocean. Some have hesitated te attribute 
to Him aught of that shrinking from death 
which is natural to man; but surely without 
good reason. It is an instinct perfectly in- 
nocent; . . . His bodily organism was pure 
and perfect; . . . He was only 33; the cur- 
rents of life were powerful in Him... . 
To have these strong currents rolled back 
. . . must have been utterly repugnant.” 
Then the taking upon His sinless self of 
the whole enormous weight of mankind’s 


sin (as Paul says, “him who knew no sin 
he made to be sin (II Cor. 5:21, A.S.V.) 
and the immediate prospect facing Himself 
and His disciples contributed to the cry, 
“If it be possible, let this cup pass from 
me,” followed instantaneously by, “Never- 
theless, not as I will, but as thou wilt.” To 

in to understand this commingling of 
the human and divine we need to be in an 
attitude of quiet worshipping awe before 


The Subliniation of Suffering 


The word “Gethsemane” means dil-press 
and undoubtedly referred to the need for 
such a press among the olive trees; but it 
carries an underlying truth. As the intense 
pressure forced the healing oil from the 
olives, so the pressure of the Passion of our 
Lord has brought the oil of healing to 
tiany. There is nothing intrinsically good 
about suffering in any form, and therefore 
it is not inevitable that good shall come 
from it or that the Christian should not 
naturally shrink from it. But Gethsemane 
does show us, among other things, that 
pressure is an unavoidable element in life, 
and if we yield to the will of God in it, it 
can be turned to blessing for ourselves and 
others. When Dr. G. Matheson, having lost 
his sight and everything that life seemed to 
hold precious, and feeling intensely lonely, 
realized in a new way the promises and 
sufficiency of God, he was able to write that 
exquisite hymn, “O love that wilt not let 
me go,” and he included with great spirit- 
ual insight the lines: 

“O Joy that seekest me through pain, 

I cannot close my heart to Thee; 

I climb the rainbow in the rain, 
And feel the promise was not vain, 
That morn shall tearless be.” 


The hymn has been altered to read, “I trace 
the rainbow in the rain,” but Dr. Matheson 
was right the first time. In the darkness of 
anguish and pressure, when the sun of 
God’s promise shines through the rain, it 
makes a rainbow up which we climb to a 
closer walk with God. It isn’t that suffering 
is the blessing, but rather that it becomes 
a blessing when we yield ‘to God in it and - 
find His grace to be sufficient. 


The clearest commentary 
and the first and most 
important lesson of this passage is found 
in Romans 5 verses 6 to the end, and until 
we know we have been saved through the 
sacrifice of Christ it can mean little to us. 
But having been to the cross with our sins 
and having come away without them, we 
can go back to the cross with our sorrows 
and find them sweetened and sanctified. 


SUMMARY 


APRIL 14, 1957 


Jesus Praised and Condemned 
Background Scripture: Matthew 21:1-11; 
27:11-54 


Devotional Reading: Hebrews 2:9-18 
Memory Selection: Matthew 27:22 


The two scenes recorded 
in our background Scrip- 
tures are in the sharpest possible contrast. 
On Palm Sunday Christ is welcomed to 
Jerusalem: and acclaimed with joy; on 
Thursday of the same week still in Jeru- 
salem, a similar crowd incited by religious 
leaders brushes aside all pretence of law, 
common decency, and humanity and howls 
for His death by the awful punishment of 
“crucifixion. It is a sad but accurate por- 
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trayal of mankind's reaction to the Savior 
through the subsequent centuries. His Name 
has been invoked to serve the ends of un- 
strupulous rulers and nations as it was by 
those who welcomed Him to Jerusalem in 
the hope that He was going to satisfy their 
nationalistic desires, yet He has been re- 
jected as Savior and Lord. The fickleness of 
public opinion must never be our guide in 
such matters; once the needle of our com- 
pass has been magnetized by Christ, we 
shall unhesitatingly point to Him and be 
able to say with Athanasius, “If the world 


be against Christ, then Athanasius is 
against the world.” 
EXPOSITION 


The Inescapable Person 


Few if any scenes in the world’s history 
are as tense and moving as those accom- 
panying the trial of our Lord. Every char- 
acter stands revealed stark and clear for 
what it really is in the light of Christ’s 
presence. The scheming vacillating Pilate 
trying to cling to his fast-slipping power 
and prerogatives, the sincere but woefully 
weak devotion of the disciples, the de- 
bauched Herod for whom Christ had no 
word at all (such is the ultimate penalty of 
rejecting the Light), the religious leaders 
whipping up the passions of the crowd, the 
awful remorse of Judas—and above all, 
scourged, rejected, spat upon, crowned and 
robed in mockery by those He came to save, 


shines forth the glory of the Silent Prisoner; 


imprisoned, not as they thought by their 


power and artifice, but by His own love. 
Christ’s very Person judges them all, and 


through the perspective of the years we 


assess them in accordance with their rela- 
tionship and reaction to Him. Gone are the 


outward trappings that distinguished king 
riest from laity, wealthy 


from commoner, 
from r; there is left only one standard— 
“What did they do with Jesus?” The same 
inescapable Person confronts and judges 
through the succeeding centuries, and we 
cannot avoid a decision concerning Him to- 
day. Why? Because as God He is inescap- 
able in the witness of conscience within: 
“That was the true light which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world” 
(John 1:9); we can reject that light and pay 
for the consequences, but we cannot avoid 
it. We meet God in daily life—the yearly 


miracle of harvest, the flashing challenge of 
the purity of a child’s look into our eyes, 


the involuntary prayer when under pres- 
sure, and a host of other ways which re- 
mind us that “He giveth to all life, and 
breath, and all things . . . that they should 


seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after 
Him, though He be not far from every one 


of us: for in Him we live, and move, and 
have our being” (Acts 17:25-28). Though 
God can be rejected as our Lord, He can- 


not be evaded. By preaching and teaching 


in Sunday Schools, churches, by radio and 
television, through the printed word, and 
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by way of seen and unseen ministries (for 
thousands at His bidding speed and post 
o’er land and ocean without rest) He con- 
fronts us. Christ is inescapable. No one 
avoids Him or the consequences of their 
response to Him. 


The Inevitable Responses 


Judas betrayed Christ because of the love 
of money which he had never conquered 
despite his three year’s apparent disciple- 
ship, and the “waste” of the alabaster box 
of ointment sparked the dormant lust. His 
race is not yet extinct even among apparent 
disciples! Pilate betrayed Christ because his 
position and power were in jeopardy and 
he loved both. His pathetic attempts at 
compromise with principle led eventually 
to disaster, and he stands out in history as 
a solemn warning to all who, confronted 
with Christ, seek to compromise. The crowd 
reacted as usual. When it was popular to 
cry, “Hosanna,” wave their palms, and fling 
down their robes, they were wholly com- 
mitted to it; but when the tide turned and 
the shout was, “Crucify Him,” they were 
equally enthusiastic. It never was a matter 
of conviction but of going with the crowd— 
they were the perfectly pliable material 
made to respond to the sort of advertise- 
ment that reads, “More people use X than 
any other kind of . . .” We still have them 
with us: they are the people who come to 
church when it is popular and are just as 
willing to betray Christ when the tide runs 
contrary. The religious leaders betrayed our 
Lord because they had drifted into the 
place where meticulous observance of the 
letter of the law had become their religion 
and their own positions their primary con- 
cern. Thus (as with the Inquisition) they 
were careful to observe the outward forms 
(Matt. 27:6, etc.) of religious devotion while 
perpetrating for envy (vs. 18) the vilest 
crime. Herod, satiated with crime and lust, 
had no response to make. In this melan- 
choly catalogue we see so clearly the things 
that motivate us today. How can we be 
delivered from them? Each of these groups 
or individuals put their own passion above 
their response to Christ and made that re- 
sponse subservient to it. Only as Christ is 
Lord and thus the determining factor in 
all decisions, can we be saved from betray- 
ing Him. 


The Tragic Consequences 


The philosopher has said, “Thoughts 
make acts; acts make habits; habits form 
character; character determines destiny,” 
and nowhere is this more clearly seen than 
in this sacred record. Herod’s line petered 
out in physical squalor, Pilate ignominious- 
ly lost his position and authority, Judas 
committed suicide, the Jews and their lead- 
ers paid an awful price in the sack of Jer- 
usalem and their subsequent sorrows for 
their cry, “His blood be on us and on our 
children.” So it always is. The compromise 
that leads people into a marriage of un- 
equal yoking, the hard “business is busi- 
ness” attitude that saps all a man’s fineness 
of character, the acceptance of sharp deal- 
ing, the playing with lustful sins—these and 
all other betrayals of Christ as Lord exact 
their own sad and solemn penalities, as 
every pastor knows. But it need not be so. 
Peter lifted out of his defeat, Thomas re- 
stored to faith, the couple on the Emmaus 
Road, and a host of others through suc- 
ceeding ages testify to the fact that to make 
Jesus Lord is to me “more than con- 
querors through him that loved us.” 


What will you do with Je- 
sus who is called Christ? 
Face squarely that question, and realize 
you are at the crossroads. 
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is invaluable in this part of the world where heot lies like a 
blanket over everything.” 





FREE BOOKLET... 
3 


“Modern Refrigeration for Your 
Missions” is an interesting story of 
how the Servel Kerosene Refriger- 








Means New Hope of 


HEALTH 
HEALING 
MORALE 


..» With KEROSENE! 


An appropriate Easter offering to 
your mission workers abroad . . . the 
modern Servel KEROSENE Refrig- 
erator. It is so much appreciated by 
missionaries because it operates si- 
lently, faithfully, anywhere in the 
world, bringing one of civilization’s 
greatest blessings to even the most 
remote outposts. — 


REFRIGERATORS 





Gentlemen: Dept. ET-57 
Please send me, without obligation, your free booklet 
entitled "Modern Refrigeration for Your Missions." 


ator has brought a touch of civiliza- NOMO..0.cccccecvccccsccecccescbeseccsecesoves soosscvees seeerevveeveees 
tion to far-off places. It explains Street. .cccccccccccvcvecvvcrvess pereceeceveses peeeeeeeeeereeeeresees 
and will answer many of your Riccar ees 0 000000000000000 4 eSINOs occccccccc ces ce LOUANYocceseceses 


§ 
é 
the special Servel offer to missions : 
questions, L 


March 1957 





I, 7 
ervel Operates Anywhere, Anytime, 





SERVEL, INC., International Division, 19 Rector St., New York 6, N. Y. t 


# 
6 
e 
a 
eI 
25 





1 REET Dee 





NEW BOOKS 





COMMENTARY ON LUKE 


Bible Commentary: The Gospel Accord- 
ing to St. Luke, by William F. Arndt. 
Concordia. 523 pp. $6.50. 


Reviewed by Edward J. Young 


The author of this work has been pro- 
fessor of New Testament at Concordia 
Theological Seminary, St. Louis, since 
1921. He is the author of a number of 
works and is particularly known as a 
Greek scholar. The present work bears 
out and enhances his reputation. As a 
commentary it is in every respect ex- 
emplary. There is a brief introduction 
in which the writer deals with such im- 
portant questions as the identity of Luke, 
the sources of his Gospel, the date, lang- 
uage, and place of composition, and the 
purpose and authenticity of the Gospel. 

This is followed by the commentary 
proper. Each section begins with Dr. 
Arndt’s translation of the sacred Text, 
and then follows a simple exposition. 


This portion will be of unusual help to 
Bible teachers and to the average person 
who wishes to obtain a deeper under- 
standing of the Gospel of Luke. The 
exposition is followed by rather detailed 
notes, for the most part of a technical 
nature, dealing with points of Greek 
grammar (these are superb), historical 
and geographical allusions, and similar 
matters. At the bottom of the page ap- 
propriate textual notes are given. The 
result is that here is a full scale commen- 
tary on the Gospel, the usefulness of 
which it would be difficult to overem- 
phasize. 

We have nothing but commendation 
for the work. The author is thorough in 
his discussions and fully abreast of med- 


ern scholarship. What is of greater im- 
portance, however, is his absolute devo- 
tion to the Bible as the infallible Word 
of the living and true God. Here is no 
toying with any of the facets of neo-or- 
thodoxy, no aping the language of the 
existentialists, no confusing of great and 
central issues for the sake of receiving 
the approval of those who do not accept 
the full trustworthiness of God’s Word. 
Here rather is a deep devotion to the 
Holy Scriptures. It is this kind of care- 
ful exegetical work which is of the great- 
est blessing to the well-being of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. Not only do we 
heartily commend this great work, we 
recommend it most earnestly to all who 
wish to make a careful study of Luke’s 
beautiful Gospel. We put down this 
book with a prayer of thanksgiving to 
God for His goodness in giving to His 
Church so devoted and capable an ex- 
positor and teacher. 


The reviewer is Professor of Old Testament 
Theology at Westminster Theological Seminary, 
Phila., Pa. 





MUSLIM and CHRISTIAN 


The Call of the Minaret, by Kenneth 
Cragg. Oxford. 376 pp. $6.25. 


Reviewed by J. Christy Wilson 


It is fortunate that when the atten- 
tion of the world is centered on the 
Middle East several good books on Islam 
have appeared. Kenneth Cragg has giv- 
en us the best of these in The Call of the 
Minaret. 

By way of introduction Dr. Cragg re- 
views the startling changes of the past 
decade in the world of Islam. He then 
finds the basic tenets of Islamic faith and 
practice in the words which are given 
from the minaret five times a day 
throughout the world of Islam as a call 
to the stated prayers. 

The author shows throughout the 
work a deep understanding of both Mus- 
lim and Christian theology and devotes 
the longest chapter of his book to the 
question of Muslim-Christian relations, 
in which over the years there has been 
so much of misunderstanding on both 
sides. 

First he shows the meaning of the call 
to prayer to the Muslim in a most ob- 
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jective and scholarly fashion. The next 
section bears the general title “Minaret 
and Christian” and seeks to bring to the 
reader a deeper understanding and feel- 
ing of obligation to reach those of the 
world of Islam in service, retrieval, in- 
terpretation, and in patience. 

The author has profound qualifica- 
tions for interpreting the religion of Is- 
lam and its environment in our day and 
age. He worked for some fifteen years 
where he heard daily the resounding call 
from the minaret and since 1951 has 
been professor of Arabic and Islamics 
at Hartford Theological Seminary and 
editor of The Muslim World. 

The book will beyond doubt take its 
place as an authority in the field and 
though profoundly scholarly is not diffi- 
cult to read. 


Dr. Wilson is Dean of Field Work at Princeton 
Theological Seminary, Princeton, N. J. 





Israel in the Spotlight, Charles Lee Fein- 
berg. Scripture. $2.50. 
Reviewed by Edward J. Young 

In plain, straightforward, simple lang- 
uage Dr. Feinberg seeks to set before 
the reader the tremendous importance 
of bringing Jesus Christ to the Jew. In- 
deed, by means of personal appeal he 
brings the matter home. It is the respon- 
sibility of each Christian to witness to 
the Jew concerning the Savior. This 
book seeks to show the position of Israel 
in biblical history and to demonstrate 
from the Scriptures that the Jew is in- 
deed the object of God’s love. 

Some of the passages in this work are 
not only moving reading but they are 
also extremely interesting. The author 
takes his reader through a very brief 
history of the Jews since the time of 
Christ and constantly brings to the fore 
the sad plight which has been theirs. 
There are some statements in the book 
with which the present reviewer is un- 
able to agree. Thus, if it be true that 
“Israel’s promises, hopes, and blessings 
are all earthly; . . .” (p. 77), Israel’s 
destiny is indeed dismal; for there can 
be no true blessing apart from God, and 
to know God is a spiritual blessing. 
Again, such a statement as “. . . the 
Church age, not forseen in the Old Test- 
ament” (p. 89) is contradicted by a pass- 
age such as Acts 3:24. 

We hope that all who read these pages 
will be moved by the author’s concern 


ETERNITY 


over the Jews and that as a result there 
will be more prayer, more giving, and 
more missionary endeavor directed to- 
ward the conversion of those who with- 
out the true Messiah, even Jesus, are 
vet in their sins. 


The Faith and Modern Error. Harry 
Blamire. Macmillan. -145 pp. $3.00. 


Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 


The “Faith” is orthodox Anglicanism 
with its strong doctrine of Church and 
sacrament, and its high Christology and 
Trinitarianism. “Modern Error” is the 
sum total of efforts to evade Christianity, 
to modernize it, or to attempt to provide 
a substitute for it. 

Much of what Blamire has to say 
(which he says in excellent English and 
in lucid arguments) about real Christian- 
ity and modern evasions and corruptions 
of Christianity, any orthodox Christian 


of any communion will assent to. Those 
not in the Anglican tradition of layman 
Blamire will not like the taste of his 
version of orthodoxy. We find it es- 
pecially difficult to like the taste of the 
doctrine of the Church as the continua- 
tion of the incarnation. Any time the 
Church accrues to itself the magisterium 
of God (whether it be the papacy as the 
vicar of Christ, or the Church as the 
continuation of the incarnation), the 
Church grievously errs. 

Blamire does not seem aware that his 
whole argument about the finitude of 
man is found in Calvin, nor that his 
picture of the misery and grandeur of 
man is treated with genius-touch in Pas- 
cal. However, Blamire’s chapter on “The 
Language of Religious Thought” is the 
best in the book and has many dis- 
quieting things to say to those who would 
reduce all theological statements to meta- 
phors, or meaningless combinations of 
words. 





ROMAN CATHOLIC 
ACTION IN SPAIN 


Religious Freedom in Spain—Its Ebb 
and Flow, by J. D. Hughey, Jr. Broad- 


man, 207 pp. $3.00. 


Reviewed by Clyde W. Taylor 


The author has presented an unusually 
fair picture of the religious problem that 
has existed in Spain, particularly from 
the time of the Inquisition. His years of 
residence in Spain have enabled him to 
speak with the conviction and personal 
acquaintance that adds charm to his very 
readable style. The reader gains an un- 
usual insight into the complex problems 
of Spain, most of them caused by the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, and understands 


as never before the sinister significance 
of the Roman doctrine of unity—the 
spiritual unity of a nation. This book be- 
comes most significant for the evangelical 





who in these modern days should under- | 


stand the processes of Roman Catholic | 


action. It is important because not only 
does this affect Spain, but this same 


policy and these same practices are being | 
implemented as far as possible in all of | 


I atin-America today. 





The Protestant Way, by Kenneth Hamil- 
ton. Essential. 264 pp. $5.00. 
Reviewed by Douglas B. MacCorkle 


The author pursues his essay using 
the primary meaning of the term “pro- 
test”—that is, a positive declaration. 
Thus, the Protestant way “is the human 
attempt to express certain values within 
a party” (p. 43). 

To Hamilton the protest never attains 
the perfection of finality (p. 46f). For 
him the Bible is a fallible book (p. 48). 
This false assumption leads him to set 
absolute objectivity against relative sub- 
jectivity and come up with a third way 


Clyde W. Taylor is Secretary of Public Affairs 
of the National Association of Evangelicals. 
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termed “the way of dialogue” which in 
turn is claimed to be the Protestant way. 
This is confessed to be the way of Kier- 
kegaard (p. 72) and of dialectical theol- 
ogy. The term “dialogue” dominates the 
book. In effect it indicates an “I” and 
“Thou” interchange by which a subjec- 
tive position is attained that is only 
relatively final and that itself is subject 
to change through maturing influences. 
Thus in the end it becomes (p. 245) 
Protestant subjectivity (with a dialogue 


twist) running alongside Roman Catho- | 
lic objectivity both in theory and in | 


implications. 
The book is brilliantly written but 


certainly is not in line with true Biblic- , 


ism in this reviewer's dialogue. 





stimulating thoughts for 
season that have ever 
attention.”—BILLY GRAHAM 
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The Writers’ Conference Comes to You, 
by Benjamin P. Browne. Judson. 423 
pp- $5.00. 


Reviewed by Julia Turner 


It is no longer true (if it ever was) 
that “anyone can write” for religious 
publications. The trend is toward better 
craftsmanship. Christian writers will 
surely find much to improve their crafts- 
manship in these lectures by thirty-seven 
distinguished authors and editors. Given 
originally at the Green Lake Christian 
Writers and Editors’ Conference, they 
spotlight specific writing faults and their 
remedy and give tips as to marketing, etc. 
The essays treat all branches of Chris- 
tian writing from fiction to curricu- 
lum writing and are themselves fine ex- 
amples of the art. Writers will benefit 
from the book; readers will enjoy it. 


Jesus of Yesterday and Today, Samuel 
G. Craig. Baker. 186 pp. $2.00. 
186 pp. $2.00. 


Reviewed by George W. Carson 


The avowed purpose of this strongly 
doctrinal book is to encourage readers 
to live genuine Christian lives midst 
trials and perplexities. His presentation 
of Jesus is “heartening and encourag- 
ing.” 

The author engages in exposition, not 
defense. The Christian position can be 
soundly proven, so we can “safely ven- 
ture.” The center of our controversy to- 
day is: Christ, the example or object of 
faith? 

How can we suppose that a man who 
lived nearly 2000 years ago is to be found 
the norm for religious thought and life 
unless he was infinitely more than we 
imagine? Recalling His life dramatized 
by the New Testament, the author says, 
“If such a being as this ever walked this 
earth, it is evident that He was not of 
purely earthly origin. . . .” 

Those who say He is “fictitious” hold 
a “specious” theory. It frees Him from 
the miraculous, but it “collapses like a 
soap bubble” when asked to explain the 
facts of His life. Unless He was real, 
“we have an historical effect for which 
we have no adequate explanation.” 

The Incarnation was not the birth of 
a great man, but the entering into his- 
tory of God’s Son, whose service began 
“when He laid aside the garments of 
heaven.” He proved Himself sufficient 
for the task of salvation and “He is still 
active.” Reject this, and Christianity 
“dissolves into legend.” 

He is the model of what we should be 
and do; the final arbiter of the destiny 
of all men. Across the centuries we teach 
His warm heart. The world can never 


progress beyond Him. 

The Epistle to the Ephesians, by Joseph 
Parker. Baker. 272 pp. $2.75. 
A verse-by-verse study of Ephesians. 





WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 15) 


of the board of foreign missions, United 
Presbyterian Church; Theodore Epp, di- 
rector of the Back-to-the-Bible Broad- 
cast; and Edwin E. Jacques, foreign sec- 
retary of the Conservative Baptist For- 
eign Mission Society. 

In workshops and panel discussions, 
delegates considered the field of mission- 
ary literature from the standpoint of 
writing, translation, publishing, produc- 
tion and distribution. 


PROTESTANT PERSECUTION CONTINUES 

The intense persecution of Protestan- 
tism in Colombia continues. During the 
past six months detailed stories of mali- 
cious persecution by the authorities have 
been authenticated. Such incidents in- 
clude: the arrest of American women 
missionaries on the grounds that they 
were Communists; the accusation that 
Protestants desecrated Catholic churches, 
immediately followed by the stoning of 
the Protestant church and the homes of 
Protestants; the interruption of Protes- 
tant religious services by police; the pub- 
lic threat to shoot all who attended 
Protestant services; the prohibition in 
some communities of Protestant services; 
the arbitrary searching of Protestant 
homes; the confiscation of Bibles and 
Protestant literature; the denial of ap- 
proval for a primary school; the invasion 
of a Protestant home and the removal ° 
of framed biblical texts hanging on the 
walls; and the imprisonment of two 
Protestant families on the grounds that 
they had met together in one of their 
homes for a Protestant service. 


TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR DRIVERS 


In a novel effort to enhance highway 
safety, a safety engineer has drawn up 
“ten commandments” for safe drivers 
and is distributing them free through the 
Fort Worth (Tex.) chapter of the Amer- 
ican Society of Safety Engineers. With 
his interest in good driving, Mr. William 
A. Jones has compiled a booklet, “Am 
I My Brother’s Keeper?” giving sugges- 
tions for safer driving, some facts about 
auto accidents, and finally some Scrip- 
ture references for drivers to remember. 


ATHEISTS OBJECT 


A group of atheists and free-thinkers 
in New York have sued in the State 
Supreme Court to have the words “Un- 
der God” in the pledge of allegiance to 
the flag removed as being “an imposi- 
tion on all children of non-believers.” 
“Agnostics and atheists are entitled to 
their beliefs, as are those who believe 
in religion,” their lawyer said. The edu- 
cation department head contended that 
the words, “one nation under God,” 
should be used, for these words are part 
of “our national heritage.” He said that 
if this case goes to the United States 
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Supreme Court “as it might well hap- 
pen” his opponent would hear the words, 
“God. save the United States and this 
honorable court,” as the Supreme Court 
opens. The atheist prosecutor rejoined 
that that was different from having the 
reference to God recited in the school 
classroom where “children of tender 
years are being taught.” It is time that 
the atheists and free-thinkers realize that 
the only reason that they are allowed 
privileges of speaking is that Christians 
have guaranteed the right of free speech 
and that this nation is a Christian na- 
tion in all of its heritage and history. 
We do believe in the separation of 
church and state, but this does not 
mean that we remove God from our 
educational life. 





LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
(Continued from page 2) 


Decalogue or a law of ordinances, is a condi- 
tion of salvation; that law-keeping has some 
part, however small, in commending us to 
God. 

. .. It can hardly be denied that the fol- 
lowing quotation, among many others from 
[Mrs. White’s] writings, is representative of 
the thrust of S.D.A. teaching over the years, 
at least as it has been met on the local 
level by Chiristian people: “All who have 
truly repented of sin, and by faith claimed 
the blood of Christ as their atoning sacri- 
fice, have had pardon entered against their 
names in the books of Heaven; as they have 
become partakers of the righteousness of 
Christ, and their characters are found to be 
in harmony with the law of God, [italics 
mine] their sins will be blotted out, and 
they themselves will be accounted worthy of 
eternal life.” (The Great Controversy Be- 
tween Christ and Satan, page 483). 

8. The issue of the “remnant church.” 
. . . Seventh-day Adventists, if pressed, will 
generally admit that salvation is possible 
outside their church. That they allow for 
exceptions, however, hardly compromises 
their teaching, once again expressed in their 
baptismal certificate, . . . that they are the 
“Church of the Remnant.” As such it can- 
not be otherwise than that they feel them- 
selves under constraint to bring all of us 
who are not part of that “remnant” into 


their fold. . . . For [S.D.A.] the evangelical 
churches are as much a mission field as are 
the followers of Islam, and . . . frequently 


their efforts are more concentrated on the 
former than on the latter. . . . We most 
vigorously protest their right to enter and 
seek to divide our churches today, and ask 
us for the right hand of Christian fellow- 
ship tomorrow. When they do so, they must 
forgive us if we find their longing for fel- 
lowship with evangelicals to have an an- 
alogy in the longing of the Russians to 
“cooperate” with the nations of the West. 
Hersert S. Biro 
American Evangelical Mission 
Senafe, Eritrea, Ethiopia 


1. Some Adventists have gone so far as to 
state that Mrs. White is in the category. of 
the writers of Scripture, but the official de- 
nominational position is as ETERNITY has 
stated it. The Adventist denomination does 
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not make belief in Mrs. White's writings a 
test of fellowship in their denomination; 
that is, while some may disagree with the 
teachings and counsels of Mrs. White, so 
long as one does not make an issue of it in 
the church and attempt openly to foment 
strife, he may remain in good standing in 
the denomination. See Article 19 in “Fun- 
damentals of SDA Belief” in Yearbook. 

2. This quotation is nothing more than 
pure old-fashioned Arminianism; for any 
good Wesleyan Methodist or Pentecostalist 
will tell you that if you are saved by grace 
and then openly violate the Ten Command- 
ments, and are not found to be in harmony 
with the revealed Word and command- 
ments of God, then you will lose your salva- 
tion. This is all Mrs. White taught. She did 
not to my knowledge anywhere teach that 
the Ten Commandments were the basis for 
eternal life, merely that they were the basis 
for retaining the gift of eternal life—to my 
mind Arminianism. 

3. The “remnant church” idea is prom- 
inent in the writings of SDA preachers, but 
it has undergone a redefinition. By the 
“remnant church” the Adventists mean all 
within the Body of Christ, and they do not 
restrict this to SDA. It is quite possibly true 
that Adventists have proselyted, but cer- 
tainly this is not peculiarly an Adventist 
trait. The Southern Baptist Convention, 
with over ten times the constituency of the 
SDA’s and infinitely more powerful in in- 
fluence and activity is accused of proselyting 
on the mission field. Adventists do have the 
right to witness for their special truths, but 
making these a test of fellowship is directly 
in conflict with the Adventist position. If 
Adventists were deliberately and vigorously 
dividing churches on the mission field, then 
cooperation with them would be difficult 
indeed. But to compare Adventism with 
Russian Communism is hardly fair. 

No doubt all of Mr. Bird’s charges are 
true of some Adventists, but those who 
would be harsh better heed the words of our 
Lord, “Let him that is without sin hurl the 
first stone.”” For all denominations have vio- 
lated these very things. The Adventists have 
this problem under study, however, and 
results thus far are most encouraging.— 
W. R. M. 


Commenting on the portion of letter from 
Francis F. Bush [ETerniry, Dec.], I trust 
that even ETERNITY noted the statement 
“. . . we have of course wished that they 
might see things as we do... .” But SDAism 
contends it does not proselyte! Even an 
SDAist recognizes that they do not see things 
as evangelicals, which is more than can be 
said for the articles in ETERNITY. 

. - . As long as SDAism contends that the 
scapegoat typifies Satan, such teaching is in- 
viting, not “cruel distortion” on the part 
of believers who are contending for the 
faith once delivered, but scriptural truth 
to which SDAism has no answer... .” 

Mrs. D. Lyons 
Hackensack, N. J. 


Regarding S.D.A., I’ll stand on I John 4:2. 
. .. True they have beliefs we do not agree 
with, but so do other denominations which 
we do not exclude. . . . [Some] clergymen 
. . « believe [baptism] is essential to salva- 
tion and . .. have refused burial of an un- 
baptized infant. Being a Baptist, I have 


long wondered how [infant baptism] could 
be bélieved and practiced. Yet I am fully 
persuaded that there are in this class saved 
men and women. 

... We need to... have more love. The 
only Bible some people read is the Bible ' 
that is revealed in your life and mine. We 
are epistles. (II Cor. 3:2; Heb. 12:13.) 

A. WELCH 
Toronto, Ont. Can. 
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ETERNITY QUESTIONS 
(Continued form page 7) 


sence of adolescents. I have an uncom- 
fortable feeling that the mass-persuasive- 
ness of the official propagandism of New 
China is designed to imply the irrelev- 
ance of Christianity. It is implied that 
China’s youth can find Communism, 
with its patriotism, its ethics, and its 
morality, as being a sufficient dynamic 
for living. The Church in China is 
therefore back in the apostolic age. 


2. Do people hear only what the Com- 
munist government wants them to hear? 

Yes, I think so. I do not know Chinese 
sufficiently well to be able to read Chin- 
ese newspapers. Day after day, however, 
I asked Chinese friends to read to me 
not only the headlines, but the other 
editorial comments in the Chinese press 
on international affairs. It is quite clear 
to me that they only hear what the 
Communist government wants them to 
hear. Press references and radio an- 
nouncements which were translated for 
me, or which I was able to understand 
myself, showed that the people only had 
such news as was favorable to, or carried 
with it the color of, the Moscow-Peiping 
axis. There is no question as to the 
partiality and bias of the media of com- 
munication. 


3. Has there been any change in the 
indoctrination of the people? 

I presume the meaning of this ques- 
tion is the inquiry as to whether there 
has come any alteration in the pressure 
of such indoctrination. I have not suffi- 
cient information to answer. My impres- 
sion is that indoctrination is going on 
all the time. Sometimes its pressure may 
be on economic matters, sometimes, if 
the international situation requires it, 
it emphasizes the political affairs. But 
the indoctrination is persistent. 


4. Do you feel that Communism has 
been a good thing? 

Up to a degree, I think .that Com- 
munism has meant a good deal for 
China on the economic and social level. 
Since the Empire fell in 1911 the people 
of China have had a pretty bad deal. For 
years warlords controlled a good deal of 
China. During this period there was 
perpetual exploitation of the people, 
squeeze, bribery, and corruption; no one 
was safe; no one’s property was secure. 
This period was followed by eight years 
of Japanese occupation. Then, after 
1945, there were three or four years of 
Civil War as between the Kuomingtang 
and the Communist armies. The im- 
portant point to remember, therefore, 
is that from 1911 to 1949 the Chinese 
people knew very little of security and 
knew a good deal about poverty. Any 
form of stable government would have 
been an improvement, and this is pre- 
cisely what has been given to the people. 


Abject poverty has been abolished. In- 
come is secure. Employment is expand- 
ing. There is no exploitation on the part 
of the landlord or the warlord. The gen- 
eral living conditions of the people have 
been greatly improved. To this degree, 
and on this level, Communism has been 
a good thing for the people. That is why 
a great majority of the people of China 
today are in favor of the present govern- 
ment. They do not accept the philo- 
sophic assumptions of the government, 
but they do accept, with gratitude, the 
economic expression of those principles 
—an expression which has brought them 
a high quality of economic ameliora- 
tion. 


5. Has the Church adjusted to this 
sudden isolation from Christianity in the 
West? 

I do not think that the process of ad- 
justment is yet complete. I think that for 
years after isolation was imposed upon 
the Church that Church had to walk 
with crutches. It was bereft not only of 
financial support from the West, but 
also of a certain quality of leadership. 
There was also a high quality of timidity 
and nervousness on the part of the 
Church and the Christians generally, vis- 
a-vis the new regime. There was an at- 
titude of intellectual suspense, which 
in turn led to an administrative uncer- 
tainty. I do not think that the Church 
has fully adjusted herself to this sud- 
den isolation. I do not think it ever will. 
Indeed; I hope it does not. It will be a 
grievous thing if the Church in China 
is forced into a test tube and is corked 
down. The Church in China today needs 
help from the outside West. It needs 
theological literature. It needs the sharp- 
ening of spiritual perception which 
comes from the comparison of thought 
by the comparing of interpretations. 
The Church in China needs to have the 
results of contemporary Christian scho- 
larship. The number of outstanding 
Christian scholars in China is admit- 
tedly small. This is not a criticism, it is 
a statement of fact. It will be very hard 
to find ten outstanding scholars, in either 
the Old Testament or New Testament, 
in China today. Several. comparatively 
young people have the potential of high 
ranking biblical scholarship. At present, 
however, their number is pathetically 
small. The Church in China recognizes 
this. The Church needs, so soon as can 
be arranged, some interchange of visits. 
The day of the missionary—in our ac- 
cepted, traditional sense of that term— 
is passed, but there is room for visits of 
fellowship when lectures and Bible read- 
ings can be given. I think that the door 
is ajar now for such fellowship between 
China and the West, and every possible 
effort must be exercised by the West to 
keep that door ajar and to make sure 
that the traffic which goes into China 
by that open door is of such a quality 
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and of such a character as will heal the 
- breach and not aggravate it. 
6. Can we be sure that the Chinese 
Christian leaders are not collaborating 
with the Red government? 

I do not like this question. What is 
meant by the word “collaborating”? 
There is a sense in which the Chinese 
Christian leaders are, in the nature of 
the case, co-operating with their govern- 


ment. But this is not necessarily and 
uniformly wrong. There is a good deal 
said in the New Testament about loyal- 
ty to the powers that be. The very first 
Sunday we spent in China was Nov. 4 
and the Anglican Collect for that day 
quoted our Lord’s words, “Render unto 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and 
to God the things that are God’s.” There 
is a certain field in which the Church in 


any country owes a certain quality of 
loyalty to the ruling regime. 

I believe that the Church in China 
is loyal to that new regime, but I do not 
think that it is loyal at the cost of a dis- 


loyalty to the Christian principle. The ° 


Church generally, and the Christian lead- 


ers in pagticular, regard themselves as — 


being free to criticize the government. 
But the Church also seems to me to be 
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WEEP NO MORE 


It was the day before Thanksgiving 
in Brooklyn, New York. But in the 
home of Mrs. “X”, a recent refugee 
from Europe, there seemed to be little 
cause for thanksgiving. 
Her husband was ill and little by little declining. 
She herself was down with a severe flu. Their 
lovely little daughter looked pale and under- 
nourished. Iliness and want stared them in the 
face. 
This was the situation when a Friends of Israel 
representative called upon this sorely tried fam- 
ily. Quickly food and necessary medicines were 
provided, and tears of despair gave way to a 
smile of 
Similar incidents take place daily in the many 
cities across the world where our workers min- 
ister spiritually and materially in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ to the lost sheep of the 
House of Israel. 
You too have an opportunity to show the true 
heart of Christian America, to help the help- 
less, and to — the matchless Gospel of 
salvation and lov 

hristian friend: “The Master hath need 
of thee.” 
Please write to: 

THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretary 

728ET Witherspoon Building q 

Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar 

1066 Avenue Rd. 

Toronto 12, Ontario 
pre copy of ISRAEL MY GLORY, 

missionary publication, sent 

ar te Gil ade knee he Loot tod Ue 
cause. 
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eager to exercise a certain creative in- 
fluence upon the processes of govern- 
ment and the principles upon which 
they are based. This does not, however, 
involve co-operation to the extent of 
compromise. 

7. Is the religious policy a matter of 
government whim? 

This is probably true, but I do not 
think it is a capricious whim. I have 
said elsewhere that I think that the 
State has come to terms with the Church 
in China. It is true that Article 88 of the 
Constitution which confers freedom of 
religious people was inserted in that 
form at the request of the Christian 
Church in China. The Government is 
avowedly Communist, and to that de- 
gree, atheistic. It does not accept for 
itself the Christian system. But it is 
shrewd enough and astute enough to 
realize that the impact and the history 
of Christianity are such that it cannot 
be suppressed. I believe that the govern- 
ment’s policy is a practical one on this 
issue and is worldly wise. But I do not 
think it is a “whim” in the sense that it 
may be altered tomorrow. There are 
some evidences of a government’s sin- 
cerity in accepting the fact of the Chris- 
tian faith in China, although it is equal- 
ly sincere in dissociating itself as a gov- 
ernment from that Christian position. 
8. Are there safeguards for this liberty? 

I think there are reasonable safe- 
guards. There is a Bureau of Religious 
Affairs, which is the liaison between 
government and religion. The Church 
has the right of appeal through the 
Bureau of Religious Affairs on any mat- 
ter which is applied in an unfriendly 
fashion or with severity or with lack of 
inequity to the Church. 

9. Are Communists now persecuting 
the Christians? 

I hesitate to give a categorical answer 
to this question. I can only say what I 
believe to be the case. I do not think that 
in the last five years there has been any 
persecution of the Christians by the 
Communists on exclusively religious 
grounds. I am not in any way minimiz- 
ing or attempting to whitewash the ex- 
cesses of the first two or three years of 
the Communist regime. There was a two- 
year period, which has a shameful rec- 
ord, in which apparently there was sev- 
erity, cruelty, and persecution. I have 
heard expressions of regret on the part 
of some Chinese that this situation did 
exist. It has not, I am told, existed in 
recent years. I know certain Christians 
who were imprisoned. I have met two 
people who were prominent in this mat- 


ter. I have talked with them after their, 


release from imprisonment. In each case 
—and I believe in other cases too—there 
was, in the context of Chinese suspicion 
and mistrust of the West, a reasonable 
suspicion in the Communist mind that 
these people were associated, in some de- 


gree, with the West and, therefore, inim- 
ical to the interests of New China as 
the Communist Government saw those 
interests. Now, that is rather a long sen- 
tence and is rather involved, but I think 
it has to be expressed that way. I am 
assured by Christian leaders (I met 
thirteen Bishops and the leaders of the 
Baptist Church of Christ in China, Meth- 
odists, C.I.M., Salvation Army, Little 
Flock, S.D.A., etc.), that in recent years 
there has been no known case of a per- 
secution of the Christians purely on re- 
ligious grounds. There have been poli- 
tical affiliations or moral lapses alleged 
in some of these cases. I am assuréd by 
the same leaders that there is no case 
where a Christian has been discrimin- 
ated against in matters of employment 
or promotion. 

10. Is the Three-Self Movement in any 
way a political capitulation? 

I do not think that there is any qual- 
ity of political capitulation. It must be 
remembered that there is nothing new 
in this Three-Self Movement. There 
were Christian leaders in China many 
years before “Liberation,” who, al- 
though perhaps some years ahead of 
their times, saw those principles as being 
the solution to some of the future prob- 
lems of the Church in China. The 


. Three-Self Movement is not wrong. The 


question of making the Church in China 
self-supporting, self-governing and self- 
propagating has been before that Church 
for at least twenty-five years. It was slow 
to learn the lesson, just as the Church 
in the West was sometimes slow to re- 
cognize the signs of increasing maturity 
within the Chinese Church. I believe 
that the development of the Three-Self 
Movement in modern China is a spon- 
taneous revival on the part of the Chin- 
ese Church itself, in a resolute and 
rather courageous endeavor to face the 
unfriendly climate with which the new 
political context surrounded her. 

11. In the report there was a comment 
regarding the great number of small 
land owners. Comment as to whether 
there are more or less of these and 
whether this represents a change in the 
order. 

I believe that the government is quite 
committed to the ultimate policy of the 
removal of the landlord. Unalloyed com- 
munal ownership is its clear aim. The 
trend is quite unmistakable. 

12. What is the reaction of the family 
of the future to the children all going 
to nurseries while the parents work? 

I do not have sufficient detailed knowl- 
edge of this to give a dogmatic answer. 
My own observation is that there is still 
a good deal of happy wholesome family 
life. A good deal of extravagance has 
come into some reports on this question 
of children “all going to nurseries.” It 
is happening to a reasonable degree, but 
it is not a universal policy. 
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THE CHURCH IN RED CHINA 
(Continued from page 7) 


4. There is a new motivation in China 
today. The whole country is going some- 
where, knows where it is going and 
knows why. By a carefully integrated use 
of newspapers and radio, the media of 
mass communication are used to inform 
the people as to the why and wherefore 
of government policy, and the people 
are carried forward with the government 
in a solidarity which is surprising. 

But this does not mean that the peo- 
ple are muzzled and are gagged and 
blindfolded. To the contrary. The com- 
mittee system is applied in every factory 
and co-operative, and even in every 
school. There is a mass-persuasiveness in 
action in China today in which all seem 
to have a part. Discussion groups deal 
with every issue, and all are entitled to 
take part and to share in the decisions 
on matters of procedure and minor pol- 
icy. This even applies in some cases to 
major policies in some contexts. 

There were some Christian intellec- 
tuals who at one stage were willing to ex- 
plore the possibility of a synthesis be- 
tween Christianity and Marxism. But it 
was found to be impossible. The Chris- 
tian gospel is about a Person, Jesus 
Christ. And Christian experience is a 
personal relationship with Him. And so 
when “Liberation” came and became 
reasonably stabilized, the Christians 
found that they were in the following 
situation: 

(a) They were in the psychologica! 
position of being uncertain as to their 
status vis-a-vis the new government. 
They were therefore cautious, nervous 
and timid. 

(b) The people who were not Chris- 
tians identified the Church with the for- 
eign mission of the West and were in 
turn suspicious of the Church. 

(c) The financial support from the 
West was now cut off. The Chinese 
Church was therefore for the time being 
impoverished financially. 

(d) It suffered a similar poverty in 
leadership, although not to the same 
degree. 

It is therefore understandable that set 
in a context of international suspicion 
and mistrust, the Church in China had 
to find its way. The Church was sudden- 
ly projected into a new position in 
which there was a complete change of 
the social system. There was a period of 
reconstruction within the nation. In 
this the Church had to find its own level. 
And, moreover, her environment was 
one of an atmosphere of fear and of 
suspicion. So much for the erection of 
the wall of partition as between the 
West and the Church in China. But 
what happened during those years? 


5. There is something of a moral ref- 
ormation going on in China today. Not 


March 1957 








FOR LENTEN READING 


THE SUPERNATURALNESS OF CHRIST 
By Wilbur M. Smith 

In this volume it is the author’s desire to encourage people (both 
young and old) to carefully examine for themselves the evidence for 
the SUPERNATURALISM OF CHRIST. Accordingly, he sets forth 
the basic facts involved in the birth, the Transfiguration, the miracul- 
ous acts, and the Resurrection of Jesus Christ in language clear and 
simple. $2.50 

THE LIVING BIBLE 
By Amos R. Wells 

The reader will find new spiritual enlightment and beauty in using 
this book as an aid to Bible reading. THE LIVING BIBLE covers the 
entire Bible, a chapter a day with personal devotional meditation on 
each of the 1,179 chapters. $2.00 


HELP YOUR BOY OR GIRL TO BE 
CHRISTIAN 
By Edmund W. Janss 
This book tackles hundreds of basic problems that your boy or 
girl will face at any time. Out of a wide pastoral experience the author 
draws on a wealth of illustrations to give Christian answers to those 
questions that plague every parent. $2.50 


REVIVAL TIMES IN AMERICA 
By Fred W. Hoffman 
Here is a challenge to all churches in America to unite in believing 
prayer for a nation-wide spiritual revival as the only hope of the na- 
tion in the present hour. $2.50 
AT ALL BOOKSTORES 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
131 CLARENDON ST. BOSTON 16, MASS. 


















NOW YOU CAN OWN 


A de luxe Bible in 


luxurious French Morocco 
AT A MODERATE PRICE 






ou have only to see and han- 
dle this beautiful Scofield 
Bible to appreciate the excep- 
tional quality of the materials and 
workmanship. Bound in rich 
French Morocco, divinity circuit, 
with round corners and red under 
gold edges. Contains Index, and 
colored maps in addition to the 
famous Scofield System of notes 
and references on each page. 
Printed on Oxford’s exclusive In- 
dia paper, it is only 7%” thick. 






mm SCOfield 


REFERENCE BIBLE 


TWO POPULAR SIZES 
133x Handy Size, 4% x 7-1/16”. $13.50 
Z-133x Same as above, zipper closure. $15.50 
183x Large Size, 54% x 8%”. $16.50 
“1 ‘ ‘ 
Z-183x Same as above, zipper closure. $18.50 At your bookseller 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, Inc., 114 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 11 (‘es 
Publishers of the Authorized. King James Bible sine 1675 





33 











ETERNITY INVITES COMMENTS FROM EXPERTS ON CHINA 


Canon Arrowsmith’s interpretation of conditions in China 
today is vitiated primarily by his uncritical acceptance of all 
which the official spokesmen for the present regime told him 
while he was there. 


All the visitors to China who are interested in the Church 
meet the same little group of people, and I could name 
with reasonable assurance all those whom he quotes in the 
section, “The Status of the Church in New China.” He was 
especially impressed by Bishop K. H. Ting’s statement, and 
yet the whole Australian delegation knew that Bishop Ting 
became bishop by being elected to a diocese the rightful 
incumbent of which was then in prison, where he languished 
for years with no charges actually brought against him. 


Another member of the Australian group comments with 
much more insight that the church leaders with whom they 
talked seemed to be strangely unconcerned with questions 
of civil liberty. 

In spite of this rosy picture, Communists remain atheists; 

they hope to see the Church wither and die; in the mean- 
time they are determined to control it through the Three- 
Self Movement and freely use unofficial pressures, discrim- 
inations, and denial of civil liberty in their attempts to 
achieve this end. 
DR. FRANCIS P. JONES, editor of the “China Bulletin” 
of the Far Eastern Joint Office, of the Division of Foreign 
Missions, of the National Council of Churches, and Direc- 
tor of the Literature Production Program of Nanking Theo- 
logical Seminary: 


We are indebted to the Australian church delegation; it 
brings us reassuring word about Christian friends never 
absent in our love and prayers. We rejoice that worship 
and preaching, Bible study and witness, can continue. 

Canon Arrowsmith might have tempered his exuberant 
praise. For several decades the Church has been moving 
toward the goals of administrative independence, economic 
self-support, and evangelistic outreach which the Canon 
considers so recent an achievement. All of the Christian uni- 
versities and middle schools and most of the hospitals had 
been under Chinese leadership, and during the long resist- 
ance to Japanese aggression the Church displayed marvelous 
faith, devotion, and courage. 

He is apparently not aware of the direct and indirect 
pressures constantly exerted upon the Church, and the 
spiritual suffering of thousands of humble believers. He gives 
the impression that Western missions abandoned the Chinese 
Church; whereas in fact, the break was forced by Commun- 
ist government policy supported by the ““Three-Self Patriotic 
Committee.” 

We should recognize that the liberty of Christians is 

severely conditioned; the boundaries of liberty closely re- 
stricted. Yet the Holy Spirit is actively at work; the Church 
is bearing an earnest testimony, and the gospel of Jesus 
Christ is being proclaimed and lived. 
DR. FRANK WILSON PRICE, Director of the Missionary 
Research Library, N. Y., a joint effort of the National 
Council of Churches and Union Theological Seminary, 
N. Y., was for thirty years a Presbyterian missionary to 
China, leaving only at the end of 1952. 

















only has the morale of the country been 
lifted, but the morals of the people have, 
for the most part, been greatly improved. 

(a) Corruption, bribery, and even 
tipping have been abolished. The tradi- 
tional squeeze of China has been re- 
moved. It is a social offense. Tipping is 
regarded as degrading to the recipient 
and to the giver and is regarded as an 
insult to his personality. 

(b) Gambling and horse racing have 
been abolished as being anti-social. 

(c) Prostitution has been practically 
abolished, adultery is a crime. The mar- 
riage age has been raised to eighteen for 
women and twenty for men. This does 
not mean that these standards are never 
transgressed. They are. And human na- 
ture being what it is, there may come a 
more widespread return to earlier and 
lower standards. But there is no ques- 
tion that China today is going through 
an almost puritan movement. Historic 
moral evils are outlawed by a newly- 
created public opinion which reinforces 
the codified expressions of these new, 
objective standards of behavior. 

6. These new standards have achieved 
a tremendous emancipation in the status 
of womanhood. Probably in no depart- 
ment of society has there been a greater 
impact of “Liberation.” The women of 
China are now free, they have a sense 
of being, their estimate of their own 
value has imcreased enormously and 
there is almost an assertiveness which 
surprises those who knew the China of 
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yesterday. One woman in Chekiang Dio- 
cese was most eager to tell us that the 
effect of “Liberation” was to give her a 
new place of dignity and status, in her 
own mind first and then in the estima- 
tion of her village. 

7. General health standards have been 
improved. The incidence of epidemics 
has been decreased. The ravages of 
floods and their destruction of life have 
been greatly reduced. 

Now all of this, and more, has been 
imparted to the whole of-China in a few 
years. Suddenly China entered into the 
generation of the common ‘man. There 
was, it is true, an earlier period of dis- 
turbance and unsettlement, but it was 
an epoch-making restlessness. 

All of these changes are readily appar- 
ent in the cities of China. Add these 
moral and ethical changes to a major 
project of land reform in the rural areas 
and you have a revolution which has 
affected the whole society and the whole 
relationships of life. It has been said 
that religion is related to the whole of 
life. And this is precisely what the Chi- 
nese peasant and the factory worker has 
found in Communism. Small wonder, 
therefore, that to so many of the people 
of China Communism has the elements 
of a great new faith. 

And just here is one of the great fac- 
tors that must be kept in mind. For in 
the eyes of China as a whole, this new 
morality, this new economic status, this 
new liberation, this new personal status, 


this new security, this new national un- 
ity, are all equated with Communism. 
They were the Communist armies who 
brought liberation. These factors added 
together give what is called the credenda 
of the “Liberation.” 

Although there is an oversimplifica- 
tion in it, there is, nevertheless, an inter- 
twining of nationalism and Commun- 
ism. And despite the prepossessions and 
even the prejudices of the West, I be- 
lieve that an honest and an objective re- 
porting must conclude that Communism 
has done an immense thing in China to- 
day. The balance sheet of Chinese Com- 
munism has an impressive list of assets. 
On the basis of the old standards, the 
people as a whole have found Commun- 
ism a benevolent thing. Not, however, 
that there are no debits in the balance 
sheet. 


The Status of the Church in 
New China 


It is best here to let the Church lead- 
ers give their own story: Here are some 
of the notes I took down verbatim dur- 
ing a conference with church leaders of 
the various denominations. We had 
been invited to ask frank and full ques- 
tions. We were assured that “in this fel- 
lowship no questions will be embarrass- 
ing to us.” Even that invitation was a 
revelation as to the climate of the new 
China! 

And this is what certain of the leaders 
said in response to various questions. 
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A Methodist bishop said, “I have per- 


‘fect freedom of religious faith, witness 


and expression.” 

A Baptist pastor suported this: ““There 
is no requirement imposed upon me to 
preach politics. I enjoy full freedom for 
Bible and gospel preaching. When the 
Communist army came, I was prepared 
for persecution and even for martyrdom. 
{ was full of fears and tears when liber- 
ation came. But these fears were un- 
founded. I am still able to continue my 
revival meetings, and this in several 
parts of the country. In Canton recently 
I held a convention at which there was 
an attendance of 1,500 people. The Bap- 
tist churches have now four district con- 
ventions, and all are functioning vigor- 
ously and are growing.” 

A representative of the “Little Flock” 
said, “The government has not inter- 
fered with our religious work a bit. The 
imprisonment of one prominent man 
was for other than spiritual reasons. We 
have now a youth group of three hun- 
dred. Some of these are in the universi- 
ties, and there they associate themselves 
for Christian fellowship.” 

The superintendent of the Methodist 
district of Shanghai said, “Youth work 
in the churches is progressing well. The 
motive is a spiritual one and not a seek- 
ing for recreation and enjoyment. Re- 
cently we arranged a combined youth 
convention in Shanghai. We expected 
1,500 enrollments. But we had 2,700. 
There is no restriction to our religious 
liberty.” 

And so spoke others. Of course, it is 
open to people to treat these statements 
as insincere and as being prepared for 
the consumption of the visitors. But I 
am convinced that these tributes were 
genuine. In any case, in the dealings 
with my Christian brethren, I think it 
is wrong to impute insincerity. We must 
assume that in the context of our Chris- 
tian fellowship they were reliable. And 
in any case, it is better to err on the 
side of being naive and trusting than to 
treat our fellow Christians with cynicism 
and mistrust. But if I had any lingering 
doubts as to this matter, they were im- 
mediately dispelled when Bishop T. H. 
Ting spoke. He said, “I came back to 
China in 1951 because I felt that my 
right place as a Chinese Christian was in 
China. I returned ready to be brain- 
washed and indoctrinated. But I re- 
ceived none. I found then that the offi- 
cial attitude of the government to the 
Church was fair and reasonable, and 
that there was no pressure applied by 
the government on political grounds. 
For example, there is a Bureau of Re- 
ligious Affairs here in Shanghai. The di- 
rector at one time was rather rude to- 
wards Christianity. The Christians ob- 
jected. That director was dismissed. 
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There has never been, in any official 
document issued by the government, any 
attack against Christianity. Furthermore 
(and in this he was supported by two 
others) there is no discrimination against 
Christians in the appointment and pro- 
motion to positions in the government 
service.” (Most service is, of course, gov- 
ernmental. The State owns most enter- 
prises.) 

A Seventh-day Adventist pastor told 
that that group now has 260 churches 
with 20,000 members and over 100 pas- 
tors. They all operate with full freedom. 

All this volume of evidence is impres- 
sive. It gives a picture totally different 
from the general impression held in the 
West, and so different from what we 
were expecting to find. 


Religious Freedom as set forth 
in the Constitution 


This conference with Church leaders 
brought out, too, the background of the 
constitutional freedom now granted in 
the Charter. The draft constitution was 
first submitted to the Constituent As- 
sembly for discussion. In that draft re- 
ligious freedom was included in a gen- 
eral clause conferring freedom of speech, 
of assembly, etc. The Christians, how- 
ever, recommended that the matter of 
religious freedom was too important to 
be in a general dragnet clause, and 
recommended that a separate clause 
should be given to it. This was done 
and now Clause 88 reads: 

“Citizens of the People’s Republic of 
China enjoy freedom of religious be- 
lief.” We questioned our Chinese breth- 
ren as to whether this was an adequate 
charter for full religious activity as dis- 
tinct from belief. We were told that the 
situation is perfectly secure in that the 
preceding clause of the Constitution en- 
sures freedom of speech, of assembly, of 
association, of procession, and of demon- 
stration. 


( comame PROFITABLE STUDY 


hte. WITH YOUR VACATION 


~ 


WHEATON’S 43rd ANNUAL 
SEND TODAY 
FOR FREE 


BULLETIN SUMMER a 
et] SCHOOL 


Dept. 37E 






FACULTY OF 75. ~~. 


Complete courses include . . . special work in 
Teacher Training, Graduate School o of Theology. 
Conservatory of Music, Black Hills Science Sta- 
tion, Northwoods Heney Rock Camp, Summer 
jt of x-men E Air- conditioned a New 
l training 





with friendly Chettign Pel eg 
Inter-Session—June 11 to 21 
First Term—June 22 to July 19 
Second Term—July 20 to August 16 
Black Hills — leave June 21 and July 19 
Northwoods Honey Rock Camp—June 11 to August 17 

Tuition Free to pastors, full-time Christian workers 
and alumni for the Inter-Session period. 


WHEATON COLLEGE * Wheaton, Illinois 


36 





| seas after “Liberation,” 











Members of the Australian team dine with Chinese church leaders. (Center, facing camera) 
Bishop T. H. Ding of Nanking United Theological College. 


But it was admitted that in the actual 
exercise of these freedoms, it was not 
now advisable to conduct open air 
preaching in the pattern of the earlier 
days. The Christian leaders felt that the 
witness of the Church can and will be 
enlarged and extended despite this lim- 
itation imposed by expediency. 


The Three-Self Movement 


Faced with a completely new situation 
by reason of the withdrawal of mission- 
aries and of missionary support from over- 
the Church in 
China had to reassess its strength and its 
possibilities. They were faced with what 
was almost a financial crisis. For ex- 
ample, prior to “Liberation” the work 
and organization of the Diocese of Fuk- 
ien was supported from overseas to the 
extent of 30 to 40 per cent. And this 
was the most favorable position of any 
of the dioceses. Kiangsu depended upon 
outside resources for 75 per cent of its 
financial needs. Other dioceses were gen- 
erally around this figure, although some 
were as high as 90 per cent. What could 
be done after these outside sources were 
cut off? The Church was suddenly bereft 
and impoverished. 

“Liberation Day” was October 1. 
1949. The next few months were very 
anxious ones for the Church in China. 
The following pattern gradually took 
shape: 

1. There came no sustained interfer- 
ence with the normal work and worship 
of the Church. She enjoyed full liberty 
of worship. She was not required to toe 
any party line, except that she was ex- 
pected to be loyal to the government 
and not to ally herself treasonably with 
the reactionary anti-revolutionaries. 

2. Church property, as used for wor- 


ship, was not alienated. Church schools 
and church hospitals, however, were 


taken over and made governmental, in 
many cases with the existing staffs. But 
the places of worship were allowed to 
function as before. 


§. The administrative status quo was 
therefore not grievously altered. But the 
financial status quo was demolished. 

Therefore in the early part of 1950 a 
deputation of five church representatives 
went to Peking to discuss these matters 
with the Premier, Chou-en-Lai. They 
asked him to issue an order to protect 
the Christian Church. But he said that 
had already been done. No further en- 
actment was necessary. Although so 
busy, nevertheless, the Premier gave up 
three nights to this conference. On one 
night they carried on the discussion un- 
til 6 the next morning! 

In this conference it became clear that 
the Church was now to look to its own 
indigenous resources. Years before there 
had been some tentative and preliminary 
references to the ultimate goal of a full 
self-support and self-administration of 
the Church in China. 

And so out of these discussions, as 
further developed by the leaders of the 
Church, there came the establishment of 
this Three-Self Movement. By it, it is re- 
quired that the Church in China, and 
indeed such auxiliary agencies as the 
Bible Society, Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A., etc. 
shall be self-supporting, self-governing, 
and self-propagating. This movement 
was finally established in September, 
1950. 

The movement aims at the maturity 
of the Church in China. It is not in any 
way a compromise with the government 
under political pressure. It is an honest 
and a realistic attempt to achieve for the 
Church a selfhood and a status of being 
herself. It seeks to insure that the 
Church in China will have taken firm 
and permanent root in the soil of the 
soul of China. This is not in any way to 
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be interpreted as a negation of ecumeni- 
city. Rather is it a preparation for it. 
For true ecumenicity, the Chinese 
Church says, is a fellowship based upon 
a mutual respect for the entity and the 
essence of the several parts of the ecu- 
menical whole. 

In other words, and to alter the figure, 
the Church in China, by reason of the 
Three-Self Movement, seeks to throw 
away its crutches and walk without 
them. It asks the Church outside to be 
patient if for a little while that walking 
is done slowly and a little painfully. 
But now, they say with humble pride, 
the Church in China walks. She no long- 
er hobbles along on crutches. 

Here is a realistic insistence that only 
in this way can the Christian Church in 
China become identified with the Chi- 
nese people. We in the missionary West 
have often prayed that the churches of 
the East might lay their “costliest treas- 
ures” at the feet of Christ. The Three- 
Self Movement may yet, under God, be 
the means of doing this. For the process 
has indeed been costly. More costly than 
we in the insulated West have realized! 
There is a genuine sincerity in the plea 
of Christian leaders in China today that 
this new movement is in full accordance 
with the will of God for this generation 
in China. They feel that they have been 
led into it by the Spirit of God. And 
who are we to deny it? 

The presiding bishop of the C.H.S.- 
K.H. [Chinese Episcopal Church] seem- 
ed to me to summarize the situation with 
clear insight when he said to me: “We 
have had a difficult and a perplexing 
time. But we have now come through it. 
God has led us. The Church in China 
is still active and vigorous in her func- 
tioning. Truly she is a small: number in 
a large nation. But we are growing. The 
number of the Christians is increasing. 

“We face tremendous problems. The 
methods of evangelism, of Christian edu- 
cation, and of theological education— 
these are some of the urgent things to 
which we are giving our attention. We 
had to get our house in order first. We 
think we have done this with God's 
help. And He will help us to face and 
to solve our present problems. 

“If we are not yet in the World 
Council of Churches fully, it is because 
the W.C.C. has been political or partly- 
political in its pronouncements. But we 
seek a genuine Christian fellowship, one 
that is not mixed with semi-political 
motives or implications. We love the 
world-wide fellowship. We want it. We 
are ready for it.” 

If I may make a personal confession, 
it is that I went to China fully expecting 
to find that the Church had come to 
terms with the government. This is 
clearly not true. It rather seems that the 
State has come to terms with the 
Church. And that Church is now, in 
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China, in an apostolic environment. It 
seems to me that the Church in China 
is back in the days of the first century. 
Much of the New Testament becomes 
startlingly relevant to the Church in 
that country today. 

And she will find that the emphases 
of the gospel will be apostolic too. I am 
an unblushing admirer of the Church in 
China today. 

In her presentation of the gospel to 
her people, she will be thankful for that 
humanitarian emphasis which “Libera- 
tion” has brought to the country. She 
will not reject it just because she cannot 
accept the fundamental assumptions of 
Communism. But without whittling 
down the primarily spiritual -essence of 
the gospel, she will not refuse the chal- 
lenge to be concerned with people 
which has been the mark of the new 
People’s Government. As one bishop 
said to me: “The Parable of the Good 
Samaritan finishes with the injunction 
‘Go thou and do likewise.’ Our Lord’s 
questioner was not told to go and think 
likewise.” 

And just here there emerges a factor 
which bears upon the ministry of the 
Christian Church. Some months ago a 
pastor of the C.H.S.K.H. in Shanghai 
found that. the bus conductor had given 
him five cents too much change. The 
pastor did not at once notice it. When 
he did however, he made a point of re- 
turning this small amount. In doing so 
he apologized for not doing it earlier, 
saying that he had not at once noticed 
it, but added that as a Christian he was 
obliged to return this sum. The bus con- 
ductor took the money quite casually, 
and said, “Oh, that’s nothing. Everybody 
does that now. There is nothing peculiar 
in a Christian’s doing it.” That set the 
pastor thinking. For there is at the mo- 
ment no equating of morality with 
Christianity. It is equated with Com- 
munism! This high ethical standard of 
Communism is a feature of public and 
private life in China today. There are 
those who say it .will not last. This may 
be so. But it is a strong influence at 
work today. And this posits an ethical 
dilemma, which in turn is driving the 
Church in China to seek out again the 
uniqueness of the Christian message. 
Wherein lies the case of the kerygma to- 
day? The Church is now reassessing the 
respective contents and balances of the 
kerygma, the didache and the sophia. 

And there are those who feel that, be- 
cause of this, there are elements which 
impart to Communism the quality of a 
twentieth-century Christian heresy. 

The Church in China is therefore be- 
coming deeply concerned with its theol- 
ogy. But in these particular inquiries 
the New Testament and the experience 
of the Church of history has many pre- 
cedents and many authorities to guide 
them. ENpD 
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WE ARE ONE BODY 
(Continued from page 5) 
We are not divided, all one body we; 
One in hope and doctrine, one in 
charity. 

Even while we sing it, we know that it 
is not true. That untruth is a sin, but the 
fact of our division is itself sin. We are 
divided. 

The Temple of God 

Many students of this problem believe 
that the chief difficulty arises from the 
confusion of the original Church with 
the institutional churches that have 
grown up through history. All believers, 
taken together, are in the body of Christ, 
and members one of another. “Do you 
not know that you are the temple of 
God, and that the Spirit of God dwells 
in you?” (I Cor. 3:16). Although it is 
true that the Holy Spirit dwells in each 
believer, the primary meaning of this 
verse is that the Holy Spirit dwells in 
the collective body of believers; that it 


takes every one of us to form this mystic * 


body; that every member of the body of 
Christ needs every other member, and 
that we must recognize and seek to 
demonstrate and maintain our oneness. 
The Bible teaches that the Holy Spirit 
does not dwell in every member of the 
human race, but only in those who have 
been redeemed by the blood of Christ. 
By His indwelling the true Church is 
formed, which far transcends any human 
organization. 
The Holy Catholic Church 

The Holy Spirit reaches across de- 
nominational lines and gathers to Him- 
self all in whom He'dwells, and so forms 
the Church. This has been counterfeited 
in an attempt to draw all professing be- 
lievers into the same organization, as 
illustrated by the names of organizations. 
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Take, for example, the meaning of the 
word catholic. Many Roman Catholics 
are under the erroneous impression that 
they are the Catholic Church. They 
do not know that in tens of thousands 
of Protestant churches the Apostles’ 
Creed is recited every Sunday, in which 
we say, “I believe in the Holy Catholic 
Church.” The term is the Greek katho- 
likos, and originally meant general, uni- 
versal, broad, diverse. It is often used in 
a non-religious sense, as when we say, 
“He is a man of catholic tastes.” In an 
ecclesiastical sense, the word expresses 
a groping after the often hidden truth 
of the oneness of members of the body 
of Christ. Those who accept the rule of 
the Vatican would be more accurate if 
they always referred to themselves as 
Roman Catholics. An Episcopalian sees 
himself as an Anglo-Catholic. I am a 
Presbyterian Catholic; and there are 
Baptist Catholics, Methodist Catholics, 
Lutheran Catholics, Pentecostal Catho- 
lics, etc. In other words, all true be- 
lievers, in God’s meaning of the term, 
are part of the spiritual body of 
Christ, welded together by the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit. True modesty and 
spiritual perception should keep any 
group from monopolizing the title catho- 
lic, since it is evident that no one or- 
ganization contains all the true believers, 
and no man or group of men can claim 
a patent or copyright on God, on the 
Holy Spirit, and on the divine truth of 
the body of Christ. 

We know, of course, that there will be 
no organic union of churches during this 
present age. There are points on which 
groups have such firm conviction that 
they would die before abandoning their 
position. But such people are able to 
work together in great spiritual causes, 
and to be united in many efforts despite 
secondary points of difference. 


The Communion of Saints 


In spite of differences, however, the 
Holy Spirit seeks to draw each believer 
into fellowship with every other believer. 
After presenting the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the eternal Word of life the Apostle 
John writes, “That which we have seen 
and heard declare we unto you, that you 
also may have fellowship with us [hori- 
zontal fellowship, between men]; and 
truly our fellowship [vertical fellowship 
between the individual believer and 
God] is with the Father and with His 
Son Jesus Christ” (I John 1:3). 

In the light of this truth, we must 
face the serious charge that many pro- 
fessing Christians are not in true fellow- 
ship with God because they refuse 
fellowship on the human level to other 
believers in Christ. We cannot escape 
the plain teaching of Scripture:—“If we 
say that we have fellowship with Him, 
and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not 
the truth: but if we walk in the light as 
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He is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ God’s Son cleanses us from all 
sin” (I John 1:6,7). Now, let us examine 
this statement. God is light. Each true 
believer must walk in fellowship with 
every other true believer. That is, he 
must be willing to acknowledge him as 
a brother in Christ, no matter to what 
organization he belongs. If he does not 
do this, he is walking in darkness and is 
not practicing the truth. But if he walks 
in the light of God, as Christ is in the 
light of God, he has fellowship with all 
true believers. 

Some time ago, a minister preached in 
a large church in a'denominatior other 
than his own. The pastor, when intro- 
ducing him, said that although he had 
learned Hebrew, Greek, and other theo- 
logical subjects in his own denomina- 
tional seminary, he had learned his Bible 
from the guest speaker, and that the 
speaker’s influence had promoted his 
own spiritual growth and power. There- 
upon, he publicly invited the visitor to 
return next year for a series of meetings, 
and set the date. When the time ap- 
proached, however, the pastor found 
himself in trouble with his church 
officers. Why, they wanted to know, had 
he not secured a speaker from their 
own denomination? As a result of their 
pressure, the pastor canceled the en- 
gagement. 

Now, I make bold to assert that this 
was sin. It was the equivalent of saying 
that the Holy Spirit must work along 
denominational lines; that He cannot do 
as He pleases in giving gifts to men and 
in giving these men to the whole body of 
Christ. It was the sin of quenching the 
Holy Spirit. We grieve the Holy Spirit 
by sin in our own hearts; but we quench 
the Holy Spirit by rejecting His minis- 
try through a variety of instruments in 
the organizational form of the church. 
The hand may not say, “I have no need 
of the foot.” Such a declaration is sin. 

Where does this lead us, practically? 
It means that the Episcopalian needs the 
Pentecostal Christian, and the Pente- 
costal needs the Episcopalian Christian. 
Each, confessing that the other is a 
member of the body of Christ, must ack- 
knowledge that every member and or- 
gan in the body needs every other mem- 
ber and organ. The Southern Baptist 
needs the Presbyterian; the Presbyterian 
needs the Methodist; the Methodist 
needs the Baptist, and the Lutheran 
needs the Presbyterian. And so we all 
need each other. The Church in America 
needs the ministry of the Churches 
abroad, and believers in the free world 
need those who dwell behind the Iron 
Curtain, and vice versa. 


Fellowship vs. Separation 


Because of the unrest that the Lord 
has placed in many Christian hearts on 


the subject. of the need for oneness 
among believers, many books, pamphlets, 
and articles have been published. One 
of these is The Fellowship of the Gospel, 
by the Rev. Frank Colquhoun of Wall- 
ington, Surrey, England. He has stated 
the matter so clearly that I quote from 
his pamphlet:— 

“One of the current problems exer- 
cising the minds of Evangelicals in all 
parts of the world is that of the limits 
of co-operation with other Christian be- 
lievers—and other Christian bodies—of 
different ecclesiastical tradition and theo- 
logical outlook. On the positive side, the 
key word is fellowship; on the negative 
side it is separation; and the problem 
that presents itself is therefore a two- 
fold one. 

“On the one hand, to what extent 
ought Evangelicals to enjoy fellowship 
with professing Christians who do not 
share their evangelical insights in matters 
of faith and practice? On the other hand, 
how far is it the duty of Evangelicals to 
separate themselves from such so as not 
to compromise their own distinctive 
witness? 

“Failure to resolve this problem is 
causing a vast amount of harm in all 
sorts of directions. Not only is it engen- 
dering strife and creating divisions 
among Evangelicals themselves; it is 
also rendering ineffective a large amount 
of evangelical witness in the world and 
hindering the work of the gospel in 
many a mission field. The problem is 
therefore by no means an academic one. 
It is a matter of very real, practical im- 
portance and has a considerable bearing 
upon the whole strategy of evangelical 
work and witness at the present time. 

“In seeking to resolve the problem, 
there are in general two wrong ten- 
dencies to be avoided. These tendencies 
depend upon which of the two key 
words is primarily stressed, fellowship 
or separation. [The word separation is 
used here largely in the sense of separa- 
tism; that is, the tendency to adopt an 
exclusive attitude toward those of a 
different outlook and to refuse to have 
fellowship with them.] 

“I. It is possible to lay too much 
stress upon the ideal of fellowship and 
to create a false unity, lacking a secure 
and solid foundation in Christian doc- 
trine. It must be recognized quite frankly 
that there are definite limits to religious 
comprehension from a theological point 
of view. To strive for unity by going 
beyond the boundaries of truth is to 
manufacture a purely artificial fellow- 
ship. There is a price too high to be 
paid for unity, and a price which must 
never be paid; namely, compromise with 
error and unbelief. . . The fellowship 
of the gospel is a wonderful thing; but 
it cannot be had apart from the very 
gospel from which it springs. The Angli- 
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can Prayer Book assuredly strikes a right 
balance when it teaches us to pray God 
‘to inspire continually the Universal 
Church with the spirit of truth, unity 
and concord . . . that all they that do 
confess thy holy Name may agree in the 
truth of thy holy Word, and live in 
unity and godly love.’ There is no real 
possibility of spiritual unity and con- 
cord apart from a prior acknowledgment 
of the truth of the Word of God. The 
fellowship of the gospel must be built 
four-square upon the faith of the gospel. 

“2. It is possible to go to the other 
extreme and to overemphasize the duty 
of ‘separation’ from anything and every- 
thing that is regarded as false, through 
a desire to create a ‘pure’ church. No 
doubt the motive that promotes such 
separation is admirable and reflects a 
passionate jealousy for the honor of 
God’s holy Word; but in effect it results 
in a series of quite unnecessary and use- 
less ‘splits’ among Christian brethren 
and is accompanied all too often by a 
proud, intolerant and pharisaical spirit. 
This tendency has shown itself of late 
among certain fundamentalist sects in 
the United States; and through a sheer 
misunderstanding of New Testament 
teaching it is gaining currency among 
Evangelicals in all parts of the world. 

“In facing this kind of situation we 
must above all seek a balanced outlook 
that takes into account all that the Word 
of God has to say on this subject. One- 
sided views are always dangerous and 
misleading. As Evangelicals we profess 
to believe in the whole Bible; it is 
therefore incumbent upon us to give 
attention to the whole of its teaching. 
We must beware of stressing certain as- 
pects of the truth at the expense of 
others.” 


The Biblical Emphasis 


Now, since this is true, why do we 
have the division of Christians into 
American Council of Churches, National 
Association of Evangelicals, and Na- 
tional Council of Churches? Some would 
say that it is a scriptural desire to have 
a pure and perfect fellowship. But the 
Bible does not justify this. 

Consider our Lord’s teaching in Mark, 
chapter 9. In verse 38, John says to the 
Lord Jesus, “Master, we saw one Cast- 
ing out demons in thy name, . . . and 
we forbad him, because he followeth not 
us.” 

In verse 39 the Lord Jesus replies in 
effect, “Who told you that following you 
is the standard of fellowship?” 

In my early ministry I was guilty of 
the same sin that John was guilty of. 
I spoke sharply about anyone who fol- 
lowed not us. I made the ground of 
separation whether or not a man be- 
lieved that the Third Seal, the Fourth 
Trump and the Sixth Vial came in that 
order. If he didn’t see them as I did, if 
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he believed that the Church would pass 
through the Tribulation, he couldn't 
preach in my pulpit! What if a Christian 
were an amillenarian? “Ah,” said I, “he’s 
as bad as a modernist!” But the Lord 
has taught me better, and I know now 
that I have no right to separate from 
those who differ doctrinally but who 
truly own Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior. Nor have we any right to deny 
them fellowship. 

In Mark 9:39 the Lord Jesus says, 
“Forbid him not, for there is no man 
which shall do a mighty work in my 
name that will be able soon after to 
speak evil of me, for he that is not 
against us is for us.” Here is an as- 
tounding thing. I discovered that the 
principal verses that have been used to 
justify separation simply do not apply. 
When the Bible says, “Come out from 
among them and be ye separate” (II 
Cor. 6:17), what does it mean? Well, 
it doesn’t mean come out from the 
Presbyterian Church or the Baptist 
Church. For the Corinthians it meant, 
come out from the temples of Venus and 
Jupiter; be separate from the evil of 
Devil worship. Well, says someone, I'm 
sure that somewhere in the Bible you 
will find that it says “come out” from 
Christians whose doctrine isn’t straight. 
I have swept through the New Testa- 
ment, chapter after chapter, while work- 
ing on this subject, and became aware 
of this great fact: such separation is not 
taught. The Bible tells us to be sepa- 
rated from the world, from pagan cere- 
mony and from Devil worship; but when 
it comes to separation from other Chris- 
tians, the only biblical basis is on moral 
grounds. Be separate from Christians 
who are living immoral lives, so that 
the world may know that the Christian 
Church is called to a higher standard. 
Where is the ground for separation be- 
cause of doctrinal differences? Only one 
verse can possibly be brought in here, 
and then only if we overlook the clearly 
stated purpose of the awful warning to 
be separate. In II John 7 and 10 the 
Holy Spirit says, “For many deceivers 
are entered into the world who confess 
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 

. if there any come unto you and 
bring not this doctrine, receive him not 
into your home, neither bid him Good 
Speed.” 

Here is the false teacher who denies 
Christ. But all the other scriptures make 
it clear that when someone who differs 
with you confesses Christ in truth, you 
may not pass judgment and deny fellow- 
ship. 

But someone may say, “That’s going 
to stretch our fellowship pretty wide. 
Suppose someone should tell me that he 
is trusting in Christ but is in such and 
such a church. I know that church is not 


| orthodox; should I not separate from 


him?” Let me answer this with a pass- 





age from First John, chapter one, verse 
seven, where John is speaking about 
fellowship:—“If we walk in the light as 
He is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another.” 

I recall asking a visitor to my church, 
“Where do you go to church?” He re- 
plied, “I am a reader in the Christian 
Science Church.” I had the grace to 
swallow and say, “Are you trusting 
Christ?” Four months later, | baptized 
that person. Now, if I had told him that 
he was damned, and separated from him, 
I don’t believe I would ever have had 
the joy of watching him grow in Christ 
as he did after joining our church. Don’t 
draw the circle any smaller than Christ 
did. After all, it is not our duty to draw 
the circle of fellowship; our duty is to 
live in it. We are not to pull out the 
tares; Christ has assigned that job to the 
angels at the end of the age, and He tells 
us why: “Lest in gathering the tares you 
root up the wheat along with them.” To 
us this means, “Don’t go calling an- 
other man ‘liberal’ or ‘modernist’ and 
thus relegate him to Hell. He may well 
be one of my sheep who has had too 
little teaching and too much criticism. 
Deal with him in love and leave judg- 
ment to God.” 

Many a young minister in his first 
pastorate has said, “There is a minis- 
terial union in this town, but So-and-so 
belongs; he’s a modernist, so we who 
have the truth will form our own minis- 
terial union.” Such an attitude is 
divisive. There must be the desire in the 
heart of every Christian to work with 
others wherever possible. True, we can 
never see 100 per cent eye to eye with 
any group. And the young minister may 
find in his particular area that in order 
to hold a Bible conference he may have 
to do so apart from the ministerium. 
However, that should not preclude his 
being a member of the group and work- 
ing with them, helping them whenever 
he can. 

“But,” he says, “we must protect the 
faith!” I ask, How do we protect the 
faith? Certainly we do not have to pro- 
tect the Word of God! This is the work 
of the Holy Spirit. But we are called 
upon to demonstrate the Word as Paul 
tells us in Philippians 2:13-16. We are 
to walk as the sons of God among the 
sons of men. Thus, in the power of God 
and in the wisdom of the Holy Spirit 
we are called to live and move among 
those who may have less light, and whom 
we can help as we walk humbly before 
God. Some may not even appear to want 
the light, but that is God’s concern, not 
ours. 


Prologue to the Great Commission 


In the 13th chapter of John, our Lord 
is explaining to his disciples that he is 
going to the Father, and is leaving them 
here to be his witnesses. In verses 34 and 
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85 he gives “a new commandment’”— 
“that you love one another; even as I 
have loved you, that you also love one 
another.” This standard of love to which 
we are commanded leaves no room for 
qualification. Our love must be as pure 
for one another as Christ’s love is for us. 
And then, as if to leave no room for 
doubt about the importance of this new 
commandment—against which the 
Church has sinned probably more than 
any other—He tells us why we must so 
love one another: “By this all men will 
know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.” 

This new commandment is the pro- 
logue to the Great Commission, and 
the Church today is paying a terrible 
price for disobeying it. We are willing 
to give money to missions, and even to 
give our children to be missionaries; but 
we refuse to obey the first condition of 
all Christians witness: “By this’—your 
love for one another—“shall all men 
know that you are my disciples.” No 
matter what our personal convictions 
may be about the Suez Canal dispute, 
one only has to look through the eyes 
of Buddhist Burma at “Christian” Great 
Britain and France using armed force 
against Moslem Egypt to understand 
why missionaries are not being received 
in those areas. And suppose you were a 
Hindu in India who had studied the 
history of the West beginning with Co- 
lumbus, would you believe that Chris- 
tianity is a religion of love? The most 
horrible wars in history have been 
fought by so-called Christian nations 
and almost invariably with other so- 
called Christian nations. 

We must conclude with the sad com- 
mentary that today a false fellowship— 
Communism—has arisen which promises 
to make all men brothers and has suc- 
ceeded in gaining the loyalty of multi- 
tudes. It is sad because Christianity alone 
offers true brotherhood, true fellowship. 
In the light of the Word of God, in 
the light of world history, in the light of 
the failure of the Church in the midst of 
the world’s bewilderment, how long 
shall we continue our fighting one with 
another, Christian against Christian? 
Because the Holy Spirit always speaks 
to each of us individually, I rephrase the 
question:— 

“What causes wars and what causes 
fightings among you? Is it not your pas- 
sions that are at war in your members? 
. .. You do not have, because you do not 
ask. You ask and do not receive, be- 
cause you ask wrongly, to spend it on 
your passions.” (James 4:1-4). And the 
Lord Jesus gives the only true solution: 
“A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another; even as I 
have loved you, that you also love one 
another. By this all men will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have~love 
for one another.” 
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THE HOLY SPIRIT AND ETHICS 
(Continued from -page 17) 


bases of division that exist here, political 
or national, unmodified in its absolute 
unity, even by the impenetrable veil of 
death.” Called to a life of ethical con- 
sistency before God and the world, the 
Christian can narrow the gap between 
profession and practice and escape the 
perils of moral inconstancy and incon- 
sistency through dependence on the Holy 
Spirit. 

Christian ethics can never, of course, 
be anything less than “the ethics of 
Jesus,” and the significance of the Naz- 
arene as the ideal of Christian morality 
is a crowning glory of biblical ethics. 
But it should now be obvious that Chris- 
tian morality must also be much more. 
The ethics of redemption is no mere ap- 
peal to the example and influence of 
Jesus, as it has been often misrepresen- 
ted by liberal expositors who regard 
neither the atonement of Christ nor the 
influence of the Spirit as essential ele- 
ments in the ethical life. The Holy Spirit 
is no mere synonym for the example of 
Christ, nor even a mystical metaphor for 
the indwelling Christ. 

But an opposite danger, that of repre- 
senting the Christian life as “Spirit-cen- 
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HE TOUCHED ETERNITY 


Never in all the history of our mission. 
ary activities in Greece since 1920 have 
we witnessed such a thirst on the part of 
so many for the truth as we do today! 
Every report we receive presents graphic 
incidents of amazing hunger for God and 
His Crucified Son! One of God's choicest 
servants in Greece, Brother Karponis, 
writes: 


“Time is precious. The servant of God 
must not waste any opportunity. The 
love of Christ constrains its ambassadors 
to boldly proclaim the message of hope, 
and reap a rich harvest anytime, any- 
where—yea, in the least expected places. 
We were in a remote corner of an island 
in western Greece. We reached the sum- 
mit of a mountain, and found ourselves 
in the midst of the ruins of an old fort. 
Down below lay a village in utter ruin 
and desolation because of recent earth- 
quakes. Presently a man came up the 
slopes to work in the fields. We at once 
knew God had sent us here to reach this 
man with the Gospel. Most of his days 
were already spent, and no one had ever 
cared for his soul! As we began to tell 
the story, he was pinned to his place, 
eager, stunned! As he listened, he leaned 
on the ruins of a wall, drinking in every 
word! It was something he never had 
heard before. He knew nothing about the 
Son of God, nothing of eternity. He knew 
nothing of sacrifice made, of the blood of 
Christ shed for his sins. All the days of 
his life had rolled on in utter ignorance. 
He could have died and faced eternity 
hopeless. He listened, gratified. Suddenly 
his vision broadened, and touched eter- 
nity! The Saviour was calling him! He 
drank of the water of life freely, and 
there was satisfaction written all over 
him. It occurred to me that he truly rep- 
resented the people of Greece today, so 
eager, so hungry for reality—for God! 


Now he led us down to the village. 
The sights confronting us would break 
the heart:—poverty, ignorance, neglect, 
and measureless spiritual blindness. In 
desperation we grasped this opportunity 
offered to- us, and pointed to the blessed 
Lamb of God. Out of the ruins they 
came, young and old. They listened and 
they devoured the words of life. With 
eyes wide open they looked. Souls open 
and hungry, they were like those who 
suddenly had found treasures untold. 
This was a great day. It was a day of 
salvation sent from on high.” 


“Can we, whose souls are lighted with 
wisdom from on high—can we to men 
benighted the lamp of life deny?” You 
can help speed the light to many pre- 
cious ps by pam 08 a Spirit-filled 
missionary for only $14.00 a week. One 
dollar will place a Bible in the hands 
of a hungry soul, or scatter 250 folders 
all over the land. Send your gifts to: 
Greek Evangelical Mission, Inc., 88 Tre- 
mont Street, Boston 8, Mass. (in Can- 
ada: Rev. E. S. Kerr, 5275 Earnscliffe 
Avenue, Montreal 29, P.Q.) 
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tered” rather than “Christ-centered,” 
must be equally avoided. It is by the 
Spirit that the risen Christ maintains 
His rule and reign in the lives of His fol- 
lowers. The ministry of the Spirit im- 
plements and facilitates His lordship. 
While the redeemed life rests on the 
historical work of Christ, it is not ful- 
filled there; Christ died for us on Cal- 
vary, and dwells and works in us by the 
Spirit. The ministry of the Spirit is not 
to be differentiated from the post-ascen- 
sion activity of Christ, who is present 
and immediately active in His followers 
in the Spirit. The risen Christ gives to 
humanity a new moral power. That 
power is Christ Himself, by the Spirit, 
as the inward energy of the moral life 
which flows from regenerate human na- 
ture. While to speak of an “extension 
of the incarnation” is improper, since 
Christ does not become the exclusive 
personal center of consciousness of the 
human race, nor does redeemed human- 
ity become His body in the metaphysi- 
cal sense, yet the new union with Christ 
is the guarantee that the life of the in- 
carnate One has not wholly vanished 
from the earth. The energy of the Spirit, 
as a new spring of moral activity, actual- 
izes the mind and will of Christ in the 
experience of His followers, sharpening 
the perceptions of conscience and con- 
forming the believer to the example of 
Christ. Strong observes, “the type of 
life which is set before the Christian as 
his ideal is indifferently described as the 
work of the Spirit, and as the interpreta- 
tion of the example of Christ.” The 
Spirit-filled life leads to the life of 
Christ-like conduct. Therefore, while 
the Christian life is a life in the Spirit, 
it is as such an extension of the power 
of the risen Lord, reigning by the Spirit 
in the lives of His followers. 


DARKNESS OVER BROADWAY 
(Continued from page 13) 


deeper nature of the drama at hand. 
What is now to be revealed as we sink 
into night represents a tragedy which 
actually happened. We Christians are 
not looking in because it promises to be 
sensational. We are probing it because 
it is true to life. 


II 


As the story tells itself there is 
progressively forced upon us the notion 
that events work of their own accord, 
successive happenings being purely de- 
rivative. Once we learn about anteced- 
ents we are led to wonder how anything 
could have turned out in a different 
way. However one may deplore the out- 
come, every occurrence that irresistibly 
leads to it is apprehended as necessitated 
by the nature of things. At no time is 
there a hint that God may intervene to 
guide anyone and ordain anything to 
some providential end He has in view. 
There is no room for God in such a pat- 
tern of fate and doom. To be sure, Ty- 
rone, while admitting to being a bad 
Catholic in the observance, insists that 
he is a believer. Although he may not go 
to church he prays every night and 
morning. Yet this profession of faith 
angrily thrown out at Jamie to rebuke 
his cynicism does not otherwise become 
part of the picture. We do not perceive 
the slightest effect of it in Tyrone’s own 
life. He goes on being a miser and a 
heavy drinker. On one occasion when 
he had given us to believe he had real- 
ized—in a flash of alcoholic compassion— 
that his avarice had done a lot of harm 
in the family, he swears a solemn oath 
that henceforth no financial sacrifice 





will be too hard for him. Yet as he tries 
to articulate his promises, he wayeringly 
gets to his feet and gropes uncertainly 
for the chandelier, to click out one bulb 
after another. For, he would ask you, is 
there any use in his making the Electric 
Company rich and dying in the poor- 
house? Tyrone may well echo his wife’s 
pronouncement, “We all try to lie out 
of that, but life won’t let us.” And this 
is fatalism—a fatalism all the more vir- 
ulent in that it reasserts itself in a Chris- 
tian era. (I have always felt in this con- 
nection that Macbeth is a virulent ver- 
sion of the sacred horror of Oedipus 
King.) Mary herself once had faith; but 
she now admits to having lost it. Any- 
way that faith was that of a romantic 
convent girl, and the way she refers to 
it may be judged from this thoroughly 
pagan pronouncement uttered with a 
sneer: “You expect the Blessed Virgin 
to be fooled by a lying dope fiend recit- 
ing words! You can’t hide from her!” 
(Please note once more the virulence of 
this modern version of Sophocles’ fatal- 
istic, “’t will come! ’t will come!’’) Ed- 
mund whose affinity to his mother has 
already been pointed out, has had up- 
lifting moments when he was at sea. Yet 
—no doubt under the sway of too much 
Indian lore and nihilistic literature—he 
has encountered but Nothingness. His 
great mistake, he has come to think, is 
to have been born a man. He would 
have been much more successful as a 
sea gull or a fish. Only Pascal’s diagnosis 
can fit such a situation: “Misery of man 
without God.” Henceforth the way is 
wide-open to fatalism, or rather to satan- 
ism as we Christians translate the word. 

Life without God has been character- 
ized for all ages in the words Shake- 
speare put into the mouth of Macbeth 
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toward the end of his Christian tragedy 
of doom: 


“a tale 

Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 
Signifying nothing.” 

Yet I for one have now come to the 
point where I take exception to these 
lines, however deep the insight they re- 
veal into human misery. What is char- 
acterized in them is precisely that type 
of a life bereft of God, where events 
are felt to be working of their own ac- 
cord, in a fatal way. Yet experienced 
students of Christianity have pointed 
out that among Satan’s accomplishments 
the neatest of them all is that of having 
persuaded so many people that he does 
not exist. The whole point, as I have 
come to see it, is that he achieves that 
baleful result by creating in people’s 
minds this same illusion that events 
actually do work of their own accord. 
The outcome is twofold. First there is 
the implication of what Martin Buber 
has called “eclipse of God.” Together 
with it, however, goes the implication of 
no supernatural interference with the 
course of events. There is the lie be- 
hind which the Enemy hides. And it is 
that lie which is exposed at the very 
outset of the Gospel’s record of our 
Lord’s ministry. Jesus calls Satan “a 
murderer,” the “enemy” of man, “a 
liar, and the father of it.” In his model 
prayer he teaches us to pray to God to 
“deliver us from the evil one” (the ac- 
curate translation). And when he sees 
the tares of their own accord spring up 
in fields sown with good seed, he pro- 
nounces the final judgment: “An enemy 
has done this.” And this same judgment 
I emphatically want to apply to Mac- 
beth’s characterization of life as “a tale 

. signifying nothing.” Should any of 
my readers labor under that same im- 
pression of the vanity “of it all,” of the 
apparent meaninglessness of their own 
existence, I beg permission to give them 
the solemn admonition to stop and take 
a second look. Neither will it do to call 
upon a Rudolf Bultmann to “demyth- 
ologize” the Gospel narratives at this 
juncture. There are too many such 
junctures in the narratives as well as in 
everyday life. The deeper element of 
tragedy in Long Day’s Journey Into 
Night lies precisely in that the dramatist 
presents events as moving of their own 
accord. As if that kind of night had 
nothing to do with darkness! 

Rather judge for yourself. A baby, 
Eugene, had been born to the Tyrones 
seven years after Jamie’s birth. Shortly 
thereafter, Tyrone, who was on the road 
with his theater group, wrote to his wife 
that he missed her and was lonely. And 
so Mary joined him leaving the baby 
and the measle-stricken Jamie, the elder 
son, with her mother. Now Jamie had 
been jealous of little Eugene from the 
very beginning and hated him. In the 
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absence of his mother he went into the 
nursery although he had been warned 
it might kill the baby. The point is that 
he wanted to kill the baby, and he suc- 
ceeded. In order to heal their grief, 
then, Tyrone and Mary had another 
child, Edmund (Eugene O'Neill). But 
bearing him broke Mary’s health. The 
miserly Tyrone sent his wife to a cheap 
hotel quack who found it expedient to 
order morphine to kill the pain. Such 
was the way the poor woman became a 
drug-addict. The Mary Tyrone we saw 
at the beginning of the play had just 
undergone treatment at a sanatorium 
and appeared to be healed. She had a 
tendency to put on weight, we remem- 
ber. Yet her nervousness, the unrestrain- 
ed drumming of her rheumatic fingers 
had left us uneasy. One of the main 
themes of the drama, then, is the ever 
more tragic revelation that she has had 
a relapse. The rate of deterioration is 
progressively increased as the “long 
day’s journey” takes its fatal course. Has 
not (in her case) the chain of events 
moved of its own accord? Ah, but listen 
to her baffling interpretation -of this: 
“I've never understood anything about 
it, except that one day long ago I found 
I could no longer call my soul my own.” 
(Italics are mine.) I know those natural- 
ists who believe that in such cases events 
move of their own accord will immedi- 
ately point to Tyrone’s niggardliness as 
having caused his wife to fall an easy 
prey to a quack. And the sequel of the 
drama unveils the origin of that nig- 
gardliness too. It comes out in one of the 
last scenes when father and son sink to- 
gether into an orgy of whiskey—and 
what a tragic feature throughout the 
play, this fact that understanding flashes 
forth under the influence of either al- 
cohol or morphine!—Listen to this prel- 
ude to Tyrone’s explanation to Ed- 
mund: “Be quiet! Don’t say that to me! 
You’re drunk! I won’t mind you. Stop 
coughing, lad.” Is Tyrone merely a 
stinking old miser? Well, has he not all 
his life thrown money over the counter 
to buy drinks to everyone in the house? 
Admittedly this was in barrooms when 
he was full of whiskey. Yet does Edmund 
realize what a miserable childhood he, 
Tyrone, has endured? His mother left in 
want, a stranger in a strange land, with 
four small kids; twice evicted from a 
miserable hovel. Think of it! Tyrone 
the man of the family at the age of ten 
laboring twelve hours a day as an ap- 
prentice in a dirty barn, drenched with 
the cold rain that dripped from the 
roof! And what did he get for it? Fifty 
cents a week. . . . It was in those days 
when a dollar was worth so much, that 
he became a miser. Could anyone blame 
him for this? Yes Edmund has just been 
pronounced consumptive and is miser- 
ably desperate. A reasonably cheap sana- 
torium must be found for him. Well, let 


them pour another drink meanwhile, 
and try to go on with that incoherent 
card playing of theirs—while Mary gets 
another shot, of morphine, alone in the 
spare room upstairs. Does not this whole 
pattern of misery make sense now that 
we know? Have not all these events been 
moving of their own accord? 

We are far gone into night by this 
time. Tyrone and his younger son still 
pretend to play their game of cards, but 
they are terribly drunk and they can 
hardly finish the new bottle of whiskey 
that has joined the others on the table. 
A sort of alcoholic compassion making 
for more understanding allows Tyrone 
to acknowledge that maybe there was a 
poet in the making in his younger son 
Edmund . . . But listen . . . What’s 
that noise? A pause. Someone has 
stumbled and fallen on the door steps 

- In wavers Jamie, his glassy eyes 
strangely shining against the bloating 
of his face. His blurred stammering ac- 
centuates the slackness of his mouth. 
Yes, he spent to the last penny the 
money Tyrone had finally managed to 
let him have for the afternoon outing. 
He spent it on drinks and on the fattest 
whore he could find. (Jamie has un- 
heard-of ways of being vicious in his 
viciousness). Once his speech becomes 
more intelligible—in spite of more whis- 
key consumed—he quotes with gusto 
from Oscar Wilde’s “The Harlot’s 
House,” taking along as it were his 
younger brother Edmund, who now 
manages to forget his consumption. The 
younger brother in fact exclaims with 
a drunken laugh, referring to Fat Violet, 
Jamie’s evening mate: “No, honest? 
Some pick! God, she weighs a ton. What 
the hell for, a joke?” And now the hell- 
ish orgy proceeds with more derisive 
quotations: 


“Harlots and 
Hunted have pleasures of their own 
to give, 
The vulgar herd can never understand.” 


Mind you, it is Edmund who is quoting, 
having descended to the low place 
where Jamie wanted him. Now Jamie 
may unmask himself, nodding drunken- 


ly, his eyes closing, in a sneering tone 


whose hatred makes his younger brother 
jerk as if he had been struck. The hor- 
rid admission now blurts out with a 
thick mockery. Jamie was all these years 
jealous of his younger brother as he had 
been of baby Eugene whom he had 
killed. He wanted Edmund to fail be- 
cause he himself, Jamie, was a ne’er’-do- 
well. His new younger brother, eh? 
Mama’s baby, Papa’s pet! Jamie would 
make a bum of him! Again quoting 
Oscar Wilde he removes the last pre- 
tense: “The dead part of me hopes you 
won't get well” . 

Do I still hear anyone account for 
such things in terms of events naturally 
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moving of their own accord? 

The final Lady Macbeth-like entrance 
of Mary, now a night-walking split per. 
sonality, hardly adds to the horror of it 
all because there is only so much a 
human soul can bear. The deterioration 
is beyond hope. We merely follow on 
her way into night the pathetic girlish 
figure now acting the part of the naive, 
happily chattering convent girl forced 
to the surface by a last overdose of 
morphine. 


Ill 


I thought there was a pall of darkness 
over the Christmas lights of Broadway 
as I emerged from 46th Street after the 
ordeal, in the midst of a thin crowd. 
Did some of them stay there, I asked 
myself in a daze? Why did they go there 
in the first place? What is it that keeps 
on driving crowds to such Hell? 

Was the widow of Eugene O'Neill 
there, I wondered? How often does she 
go, if at any time? Having returned to 
my hotel, I reread the Dedication of the 
play first published by the Yale Univer- 
sity Press in February 1956: 

“For Carlotta, on our 12th Wedding 
Anniversary. 
Dearest: I give you the original script 
of this play of old sorrow, written in 
tears and blood. A sadly inappropriate 
gift, it would seem, for a day celebrat- 
ing happiness. But you will under- 
stand. I mean it as a tribute to your 
love and tenderness which gave me 
the faith in love which enabled me to 
face my dead at last and write this 
play—write it with deep pity and un- 
derstanding and forgiveness for ALL 
the four haunted Tyrones. 

These twelve years, Beloved One, 
have been a Journey into Light—into 
love. You know my gratitude. 

And my love! 

GENE 

Tao House 

July 22, 1941. 

It would seem then that Edmund—I 
mean, Eugene O’Neill—did not stay 
there. Love, a God-given love, proved 
his redemption. “For the unbelieving 
husband is sanctified by the wife,” says 
Scripture (I Cor. 7:14). I respect such 
depths too much to venture closer. 

The dramatist’s Dedication otherwise 
helps me pardon some critics with whom 
I disagree. Having rightly praised the 
extraordinary perceptive direction of 
José Quintero, they claim that the 
drama ends upon classical catharsis, or 
purging of the aroused emotions. I for 
one fail to see evidence of such purga- 
tion anywhere, unless it be in the dram- 
atist himself. 

In purging his soul of his personal 
tensions and obsession of doom, how- 
ever, Eugene O'Neill has filled his play 
to the brim with the horror that haunt- 
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ed him. Viewed in this awareness the 
drama comes far short of the classical 
idea of perfection. In the fourteenth sec- 
tion of his Poetics, Aristotle has insisted 
that those “who make use of the Spec- 
tacle to put before us that which is 
merely monstrous . . . are wholly out 
of touch with Tragedy.” This pro- 
nouncement fully applies to the Eugene 
O'Neill of Long Day’s Journey Into 
Night. There is not throughout this 
drama one single feature that redeems 
its over all monstrosity. Even Cathleen, 
the second girl, is characterized as “pos- 
sessed by a dense, well-meaning stupid- 
ity.” She too likes whiskey, and so does 
Bridget the cook. Admittedly O’Neill’s 


technique is that of a writer who knows 
his trade. The fact remains, nevertheless, 
that for three hours and forty-five min- 
utes the characters literally stew in their 
wretchedness. And this is- not good 
drama. 

Why then this craze concerning the . 
Broadway show? We would, of course, 
make allowance for the regular theater 
goers. We should further be charitable 
and not ascribe the craze to sheer scan- 
dal-mongering stirred up by the autobi- 
ographical character of the play. Any 
charitable concession notwithstanding, 
however, the main clue to the Broadway 
craze is that we know only that which 
we are. Alcoholics and drug-addicts have 
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become legion in our generation. lt may 
well be that an awareness of the com- 
mon nature of their woes as epitomized 
in the family background of one of the 
leading dramatists of our age, provides 
the catharsis they so badly crave. 

Since many of them take pride in be- 
ing intellectuals, I should like quietly 
but earnestly to pass on to them one of 
the most definite conclusions of New 
Testament scholarship today. This I do 
because it is as important for one man 
to know what he disbelieves as it is for 
another to know what he believes. Here, 
then, is the final conclusion that a man 
or woman has to face at this point of no 
return: The main characteristic of Jesus 
Christ is the uniqueness of His obed- 
ience as demonstrated in His victorious 
contest with the power of darkness for 
the sake of man’s liberation. This is no 
mere theological theorizing. It consti- 
tutes historically the basic claim of the 
gospel, a claim that demands the con- 
sideration and judgment of Everyman. 

A personal decision on that claim is 
unavoidable. To try to avoid that de- 
cision in itself constitutes a decision. No 
dilatory practice can hide the fact that 
we are already involved. Whither head- 
ed? That is the question. Long Day’s 
Journey Into Night should have taught 
us by now that the surest way to Hell is 
that of refusal to. believe in Hell. 


MYSTERY SHIPS OF TARSHISH 

(Continued from page 10) 
no longer conveniently possible for Tyre 
to maintain relationships with Judah. 
Israel lay athwart the route, and Tyre, 
dependent, according to Ezekiel, on Is- 
rael’s wheat, doubtless would desire 
good relationships with Israel. Without 
Tyrian mariners the ships of Tarshish 
were helpless. 

Does another piece of the puzzle fit 
in here? One of the mysteries of India 
is the presence in the native State of 
Cochin of two small communities, the 
Black and White Jews. Are they the 
relics of Solomon’s interrupted trade? 
Did the Jewish agents of the Tarshish 
traffic divide on the principle of inter- 
marriage and survive as two strange 
groups for 3000 years? They can be 
traced in the fourth century of our era, 
from which period come copper tablets 
recording a grant by the King of Mala- 
bar to the Cochin Jews. Sad fate was 
theirs if our guess is true. Day by day 
the exiles would watch for the ships 
that never came. Did they ever hear that 
Solomon's glory was departed, and the 
kingdom split in twain? 

But we are not finished with the ships 
of Tarshish. After an abortive attempt 
on Jehoshaphat’s part in alliance with 
Ahaziah to revive the trade, silence falls 
for two hundred years. The story of the 
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little book of Jonah is before the fall 
of Nineveh, that great Nazi state of 
the ancient East. And Jonah, runs the 
narrative, purposed to-flee to Tarshish, 
and he finds a ship going there, to In- 
dia that is, at Joppa. Joppa was a port 
on the Mediterranean, and Vasco da 
Gama, who sailed round the Cape, was 
not to be born for twenty-three centur- 
ies!) How can an Indiaman be in the 
Mediterranean? We cannot dismiss the 
reference as isolated, for it occurs again. 
A hundred years later Isaiah writes 
against Tyre, indolent and sinful in her 
tich prosperity. “Howl, ye ships of 
Tarshish,” the young preacher cries, 
“for there is no entering in.” Then 
later still, just before Nebuchadnezzar 
of Babylon destroyed Tyre, Ezekiel de- 
votes his twenty-seventh chapter to a 
rich description of all the splendid 
commerce of the Phoenician port. 
“Tarshish was thy merchant,” says he. 

What astonishing feat lies behind all 
this? Can it be the circumnavigation of 
the continent of Africa? Of this we have 
other confirmation. Leaving the records 
of Palestine for those of Greece, we find 
in Herodotus a tale of Pharaoh Necho. 
This Egyptian king, having completed 
a canal from the Nile to the Suez Gulf, 
which survived for centuries, and in the 
time of Cleopatra was bringing over 200 
ships a year to Alexandria from India, 
tried an experiment. He told a band of 
Phoenician mariners in his employ to 
sail down the Red Sea, steer south and 
come back through the Straits of Gibral- 
tar. Sure enough, three years later, the 
Phoenicians appeared sailing from the 
west. They had landed each winter and 
grown crops, and doggedly sailed right 
round Africa. Herodotus sniffs at the 
story. Why, says he, incredulously, the 
mariners stated that the noonday sun 
was on their right as they doubled the 
continent! Strangely enough, the very 
point which strikes Herodotus as so ab- 
surd, to our mind confirms the story. 

And this feat, we are convinced, the 
Tyrian ships in the Tarshish trade per- 
formed regularly for two centuries. Im- 
agine the blow, when after six long years 
the last fleet came sailing home and 
found the glory of Tyre a mass of ashes. 
The hordes of the man which built 
Babylon left solitude behind them and 
called it peace. Nebuchadnezzar did not 
know, when he gazed grimly at the ruin 
his total war had made, that he had 
closed, as blind dictators do, a chapter 
in human achievement. Solomon began, 
not the first, but one of the most notable 
chapters in Indian trade when he sent 
ships down the Red Sea to the east. 
Four centuries later the fall of great 
Tyre closed it after the enterprise of 
man had accomplished a feat of naviga- 
tion which was to remain unattempted 
again for 2000 years. So can dictators 
throw back human progress. 
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